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THIS WEERK’S NEWS 


NARROW FRONTAGE MAISONETTES, to be erected by 
the LCC in Hackney, will make possible a 20 per cent. increase 
in the number of dwellings for equivalent frontages. p. 491 


RESULTS OF A SURVEY show that 73.6 per cent. of planning 
officers have an engineering qualification and 20.3 per cent. 
an architectural qualification. p. 501 


CONSTRUCTION METHODS applicable to a_ standard 
house are the subject of a New Zealand competition. p. 504 


Temple Bar 6251-2-3-4 


ENCOURAGING RESULTS have been obtained from a 
building block press in the Sudan. p. 505 


A SUGGESTION that bonus schemes for maintenance work 
could be the subject of investigation is put forward in a Pro- 
ductivity report. p. 511 


CONSTRUCTION WORKERS in USA earn a weekly 
average of $68.56 compared with a general average wage of 
$59.33 in manufacturing industries. p. 508 


THE OPERATIVES’ FEDERATION have called a meeting 
next month to consider, inter alia, the submission of a claim 
for increased wage rates. p. 511 





INTAKE TO QUANTITY SURVEYING 


THE correspondence appearing in our columns under the 

heading ‘‘ Examinations of the RICS” has revealed 
rather more than just a diversity of opinion between those who 
are in and those who want to get in. Beyond the dust raised 
by Mr. Arthur Willis’s article (our issue of August 20) can 
be observed the outlines of a large note of interrogation, and 
we are brought to realise that it is not wholly a question of 
disquiet about examination results. Much that has been 
said touches the very roots of the organisations that govern 
the Quantity Surveying profession. If, therefore, we discuss 
this matter in reference only to the Royal Institution of 
Chartered Surveyors, it is not that we would be neglectful of 
the other organisations but that it is the Chartered Surveyors’ 
examinations that have been criticised, and that there is 
rather more statistical information published by that Institu- 
tion than by the other associations. 

It is evident that in the past two or three years the examina- 
tions of the RICS in the Quantities sub-division, and par- 
ticularly in the Final, have found increasingly fewer candidates 
able to reach pass marks. It would appear from the com- 
plainants’ letters that this is the result of a raising of the 
standard of marking and of the complexity of the papers set 
rather than of a decline in the standard of technical education. 
The examinations have been described by our correspon- 
dents as “‘ absurdly difficult,” as covering “‘ too wide a diversity 
of subjects,” as requiring the acquisition by the candidate of 
‘‘ knowledge useless to his professional career,” and so forth. 

Against this there is evidence that many candidates present 
themselves insufficiently prepared. We have the response of 
an examiner who signs himself ‘‘ Dr. Fell” that “to find a 
good paper is to an examiner an oasis in a desert.” This is 
borne out by the reports of the examiners published in the 
RICS Journal; the last that we have seen (1953) gives a 
Taking the Quantities subjects 
only we note—‘ the standard of both papers was generally 
poor”; “the standard has dropped in the last three years ”’; 
“Jack of method and general approach”; “ superficial 
knowledge’; ‘‘ careless mistakes’’; and, as a final shot, 
‘“ some candidates even used the dimension paper the wrong 
way round.” 

We need not discourse at great length on the weaknesses 
of the examination system ; they are well known and must be 
accepted because the alternatives are no surer. We live in 
an imperfect society and we must be realistic about it. We are 
all aware, as Mr. Willis reminds us, that there are professional 
men—doctors, architects, even ministers of religion—who 
have “ got by” without their insufficiencies being detected 


in their progress to nominal qualification, men of frailty who 
will fail in a crisis. ‘That, however, is a characteristic of 
human nature which no examination sieve will riddle out. 

The examination system does result in hard cases—and it 
inevitably produces the grouse of the ‘ up-and-comer.”’ 
that the “‘old men” are legislating against his admission 
to their company. But a learned profession—and the RICS 
is within that category—must perforce set a high standard, 
must require that candidates be of liberal education and 
exhibit the presentments of what we are not shy of calling 
culture. A quantity surveyor, as a technician, need not be 
a man of liberal education or of culture, but he cannot help 
being a better quantity surveyor if he is so equipped. Young 
men in these days seem a little impatient of this. 

It appears, therefore, that the aspirant to membership of 
the RICS must face the fact that he cannot become a corporate 
member any longer without working hard for it and measuring 
up to a higher standard than heretofore. Mr. Willis tells us 
that he has recommended an unsatisfied candidate to look else- 
where. ‘That is fair enough. "The qualifying standards of the 
other associations may not be as high, but at least they are 
available. On its side the Institution must, and no doubt does, 
realise that there is the possibility of the other associations 
gaining a numerical advantage in quantity surveyors, which 
may in due course be an embarrassment to its own Quantity 
Surveyors’ Section. 

But given a high standard required, the question still to be 
faced is whether it is the policy of the RICS to recognise all who 
can achieve that standard, or whether there is a limit to the 
number of candidates who will in any event be accepted. Is 
the ultimate criterion to be proved academic and technical 
sufficiency, following an adequate period of training—or is it 
numbers ? We think that candidates are entitled to have an 
answer to this; no doubt the RICS sub-committee now 
considering education matters will have this in mind. 

If we have correctly interpreted the figures published by the 
RICS, we are bound to admit that the Chartered Surveyors 
have a very difficult problem on their hands. Figures given in 
the List of Members show that whereas in 1940 the potential 
intake (7.e., Probationers and Students) was 20 per cent. of the 
existing corporate membership, by 1950 this had jumped to 
70 per cent., reaching a peak near 80 per cent. in 1951. 'The 
jolt of “‘ ploughed’ examinations seems to have given effect 
to a recession of enthusiasm thereafter, for in the present year 
the potential intake dropped to about 60 per cent. of the existing 
corporate membership. Even so, that is a formidable total ; in 
round figures, for every Professional Associate in the Institu- 
tion there is a Probationer or Student waiting to come in. 
These figures, of course, relate to the over-all membership ; 
we have seen no comparative figures published for the Quantity 
Surveyors’ Section, but the indications are that the potential 
intake in that group is even higher. 

The published information about the Quantity Surveying 
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membership of the Institution shows that in 1950 there were 
about 2,250 corporate members (excluding Colonial Fellows), 
of whom about 700 (that is, about 31 per cent.) were Fellows. 
By the same count in 1953 there were 3,150 corporate members, 
of whom 790 (this is about 25 per cent.) were Fellows. The 
net total intake, therefore, into the Quantity Surveying Section 
in the years from 1950 to 1953 was about 900, and transfers 
to Fellowship were not keeping proportional pace. 'This may 
be of some concern to the Quantity Surveyors’ Committee of 
the Institution, and it must certainly give food for thought to the 
QS membership as a whole. 

In his original article, Mr. Willis wound up with the remark, 
“The Institution is now an agglomeration of eight professions. 
The time has come when it should face realities and relate the 
syllabus for each section more closely to the practical needs of 
the members concerned.”’ 
members concerned ? 'There are two groups—the 12,000 cor- 
porate members and the 8,000 probationer/student members. 
Both are concerned. But, apart from this, is it not true to 
say that the examination syllabus should be related primarily 
to the need for maintaining the highest standard of pro- 
fessional sufficiency, the needs of the members being subordinate 
thereto ? A professional institution is not a trade union. 

Following this train of thought as we return to our corre- 
spondents, we notice that one of them; an unfailing skirmisher 
whenever the professional angle crops up, professes to see only 
“big business ’’ at work where qualifications are concerned, 
with visions of under-privileged assistants turning the grind- 
stones whilst their taskrhasters pocket the proceeds, with 
never a chance for the “‘ workers’’ to break out and operate 
a millstone of their own. 'There is usually a grain of truth 
behind exaggerations, but to suggest, as this correspondent does, 
that it needs £100,000 capital to start a QS practice, and that 
“anyone ”’ in the building industry is eligible, is sheer fantasy. 
Nor do we think that the assistant who is content to remain 
a specialist technician is to be imputed a reactionary. Each 
of us has different abilities—some of them not of our own 
fashioning, but born in us—and the most that can be asked by 
any man of his fellows and of the society in which he lives is 
equality of opportunity in the use of those abilities. 

Many are attracted to the QS profession who do not desire 
to assume also the burdens of administering a business, but who 
would yet wish to have their ability as experts in their own sphere 
recognised—acknowledged indeed as being of the same company 
as those to whom they are willing to offer their services. There 
was constructive matter on these lines in the letter signed 
“Wrong Aspirant.” If the RICS, as it would appear, has 
restricted entry into its corporate membership in the Quantity 
Surveying Section by the stringency of the examination papers, 
we think that its Council would be wise to consider whether 
the requirements of many who will be kept out thereby would 
not be happily met by a Diploma in Quantity Taking—a 
Quantity Surveying Certificate—not necessarily conferring 
corporate membership. ‘The competent taker-off, the man who 
can work-up and produce the draft of a well-styled Bill, will 
always be sought after whether or not full membership of the 
RICS or one of the other associations gives him letters after his 
name. ‘There is precedent for this, for it was 20 years ago that 
the Institution promulgated an examination for Women Pro- 
perty Managers, conferring a Special Certificate, which did not 
qualify the holder for corporate membership. We feel that it 
is on these lines that the development of this subject could most 
usefully be pursued. 


PROBLEMS OF PRODUCTIVITY 


THE building industry has probably been the subject of 

more inquiries and reports than any other industry in 
the last 10 or 12 years. Even within the last five years we have 
had the Working Party and Productivity Team reports, the 
BRS survey of productivity in housebuilding, the Girdwood 
and Bailey reports on the cost of housebuilding, and only this 
year the findings of the Robertson committee on tendering 
procedure. The fact that many of these committees and 
inquiries have been sponsored by the Government is an indica- 
tion of the deep public concern that the housing programme 
and other building work, upon which the future so much 
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depends, shall be carried out as quickly and at as low a cost as 
possible. 

But buildings are not put up by talking in committee or 
writing reports. It is only by the efforts of architects and 
other professionals, contractors and operatives that building 
gets done, and some of these may feel at times that they are 
the subject of too much talk and investigation. Yet on the 
whole these reports and surveys seem to have led to positive 
results. The latest such report—A Review of Productivity 
in the Building Industry, published this week* by the British 
Productivity Council—suggests that considerable advantage 
has in fact been derived from many of these inquiries and 
surveys. The review concludes that, in spite of a good deal 
of criticism (some perhaps justified and some not) and of 
many practical difficulties, the industry has, in fact, made 
advances and is accepting steadily and with increasing con- 
fidence the advantages of modern systems of organisation and 
methods. ; 

It is a welcome feature of this review that it shows a proper 
appreciation of the difficulties which have confronted the 
industry during the last few years. Thus, there is the emphatic 
statement that : .“‘ Many conditions in the industry subjected 
to criticism in recent years have not been attributable to those 
connected with it. One of the greatest difficulties with which 
it has been faced since the end of the war has been the shortage 
of materials.” Again, while emphasising the importance of 
pre-planning, it recognises the difficulties which building 
licensing and the shortage of labour and materials have 
imposed on architects and contractors. Nor does the review 
give any support to the criticism that the presence of so many 
small firms is a source of inefficiency ; there are three very 
good paragraphs (9g to 11) on this point. 

The review does not suggest, however, that all is well with 
the building industry. On the contrary, it emphasises that there 
is considerable scope for improvement in organisation and 
methods. ‘‘ The object has been to emphasise the urgency of 
applying, for example, pre-planning and standardisation, as 
well as team work, which is the leading theme of the review : 
it is here that progressive sections of the industry are beginning 
to lead the way and set an example which needs to be widely 
imitated.’’ The section on pre-planning is perhaps the best 
in the review. It is pointed out that, despite the general 
acceptance of the principles of pre-planning, there are grounds 
for believing that the practice is not being adopted on anything 
like a wide enough scale. The blame for this is laid mainly 
on the building owner and the architect. There is a useful 
although brief discussion on the ways in which architects can 
help clients who find it difficult to make up their minds on 
design and material before work is commenced, but these 
suggestions depend for their success upon the architect’s own 
conviction of the importance of pre-planning. 'The authors 
of the review evidently think that many architects are lacking 
in this respect. Although scrupulously fair in describing the 
difficulties which have been imposed upon architects by licensing 
controls, they make this comment: ‘ If much of the success 
of pre-planning depends on the building owner’s attitude, 
it is equally true that the main responsibility for implementing 
it lies with the architect, and it would be closing one’s eyes to 


~ reality if it were inferred that all architects are doing as much 


as they can in this matter.’”” The review does not make any 
suggestions for dealing with this problem, but fundamentally 
it is one of education, and we hope that the review has done 
some good in focusing attention upon it once again. 

Focusing attention on a number of familiar problems is 
perhaps the real value of this review. It contains no formal 
recommendations and adds little, if anything, that is new to the 
conclusions and recommendations of the earlier reports men- 
tioned above. At times one could wish the authors had 
attempted a little original thinking ; for instance, the review 
summarises the conflicting views of the Girdwood and Robert- 
son reports on the very important question of selective tender- 
ing without attempting either to resolve the conflict or to pass 
judgment between the two. But, in spite of its shortcomings, 
this is a useful little document. Its 48 pages are easy reading, 
and we hope it will be widely read and discussed. 

* The British Productivity Council, 21, Tothill-st., SW1. Price 2s. 3d. 
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NOTES & NEWS 


THE COLUMBUS LIGHTHOUSE 


j= of the most remarkable lighthouses 

ever devised may be completed this 
year. It is the Columbus Memorial Light- 
house on the banks of the Ozama River in 
the Dominican Republic in the West Indies 
—a permanent memorial to the navigator 
Christopher Columbus. On the facade 
of the structure will be recorded the history 
of the Latin-American republics, and the 
motif is to be an enormous recumbent 
cross divided by a series of 40 units called 
the Canyons of Columbus—each unit 
measuring 12 ft. wide and 100 ft. deep. 
From these, beams of light will be pro- 
jected miles into the sky. The whole 
building will be 1,200 ft. long and 120 ft. 
high and surrounded by a Pan American 
Peace Garden. 

‘he architect, who won an international 
competition before the war, is Mr. J. L. 
Gleave, ARSA, FRIBA, his plans having 
been accepted by the United Nations and 
the Pan American Union in competition 
with 455 designs from architects of 48 
other countries. When the building is 
completed the coffin of Columbus will 
be moved from Santo Domingo Cathedral 
to a shrine within the lighthouse memorial. 


“ BIG BEN”? TOWER REPAIRS 

‘THE REPAIR of the Clock Tower, Houses 
of Parliament (where ‘“ Big Ben’ is 
housed) is to begin shortly, states the 
Ministry of Works. 'The work includes 
making good war damage to the South 
face above the clock ; repair of the cast- 
iron roof ; a certain amount of re-gilding 
of the ornamental cresting above the 
clock ; some restoration of stonework ; 
some maintenance work to the interior 
of the tower; and the reglazing of the 
north, east and west faces of the clock. 
The south face was re-glazed in 1945. 

The work, which is likely to take about 
18 months, will be done in stages, starting 
with the erection of a wooden gantry on 
the west side of the tower (in New Palace 
Yard), and followed by the scaffolding of 
the four sides of the tower, which will not 
be completed until early in the New Year. 

While the scaffolding is in position, a 
complete overhaul of the clock mechanism 
will be carried out. This is unlikely to 
begin for at least 12 months. Only when 
this stage is reached will it be necessary 
to stop the clock and the chimes of Big Ben 
temporarily. 


STAINED GLASS GIFT 


THE American Institute of Architects 
has presented a new stained glass window 
to the Cathedral of Chartres. The greater 
part of this French Cathedral was com- 
pleted in 1260, and has been famous 
throughout the centuries for the stained 
glass which fills more than 160 windows. 

One window, which depicts the Tree 
of Jesse, is remarkable for a most exquisite 
shade of blue, and it has been said that the 
artist responsible for this display of 
colour alone held the secret. 

But the designer of the new window 
which is to be dedicated on October 7 
next, has, after long and arduous research, 
succeeded in re-capturing this famous 
Chartres blue. He is M. Francois Lorin, 
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PROPOSED SHOPPING CENTRE, SPEKE, LIVERPOOL, which is to be 
erected at a cost of £500,000. The Liverpool City Architect is Dr. Ronald 
Bradbury, FRIBA, AMTPI. 





and his window represents episodes in the 
life of Saint Fulbert. The window is 
25 ft. high by 8 ft. wide. 


HOUSING CENTRE MEETING 

THE annual general meeting of the 
Housing Centre will be held at 13, Suffolk- 
street, SW1, on October 5. Mr. G. A. 
Atkinson, ARIBA, will be the guest 








COMING EVENTS 


SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 25 

Mopwu.ar SOociETY.—Visit to Arcon prototype site. 
Taylor Woodrow’s Works, Taywood-road, Ruislip- 
road, Greenford, Middlesex. 11 a.m. 

INSTITUTION OF SANITARY ENGINEERS.—Visit to Budds 
Farm Sewage Disposal Works, Havant. 2 p.m. 

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 27 

UNIVERSITY OF LONDON.—Beginning of 12 weekly 
lectures on ‘“‘ The Structure and Utilisation of Wood.” 
Linnean Society Meeting Room, Burlington House, W1. 
«p.m. 

BUILDING EXHIBITION.—At Denbighshire Technical 
College, Wrexham. (Open daily from 3 p.m. to 8 p.m. 
until October 2.) Opening ceremony by Lord Lloyd on 
September 27. 2.30 p.m. 

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 28 

LMBA.—Luncheon to meet the Lord Mayor of 
London: Savoy Hotel, Strand. 1 p.m. 

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 29 

FEDERATION OF MASTER BUILDERS (GROUP 2).— 
Dinner to be followed by meeting. Cherry Tree Hotel 
Southgate. 7 p.m. 

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 30 

ARCHITECTURAL ASSOCIATION.—Informal illustrated 
talk, ‘‘Some Aspects of Town Planning and Archi- 
tecture in Poland,” by Prof. Waclaw Ostrowski, 
Scientific Director of the Institute of Town Planning 
and Architecture, Warsaw. 34, Bedford-square, WC1. 
6.15 p.m. 

RICS (JUNIOR ORGANISATION).—‘ Landlord and 
Tenant: The New Act,’ by Mr. R. Walton, MA. 
12, Gt. George-street, SW1. 6.15 p.m. 

ENGINEERS’ GUILD.—AGM, Caxton Hall, West- 
minster. 6 p.m. 

MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE AND FISHERIES.—Con- 
ference on “ Buildings for Milk Production.” Pavilion, 
Yorkshire Agricultural Society Showground, Harrogate. 
10.45 a.m? 

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 2 

INSTITUTE OF BUILDING EsTIMATORS.—Luncheon 
and AGM. de Vere Hotel, Kensington-road, W8. 
12.45 p.m. 


speaker. His address, which will be 
illustrated with slides, will be a general 
review of the present state of housing 
practice in British Colonial Territories. 


RURAL PRESERVATION 

Deralts oF the programme for their 
15th National Conference have been 
announced by the Council for the Preserva- 
tion of Rural England. Due to take place 
from October 7 to 9, at Shanklin, Isle of 
Wight, the conference will be opened by 
Lord Mottistone, FRIBA, president of 
the Council’s Isle of Wight branch. The 
headquarters will be at Daish’s Hotel, 
Shanklin, and meetings will be held in the 
Shanklin theatre. Several talks and dis- 
cussions have been arranged, as well as 
a tour of the island. The conference is 
not confined to members of the Council, 
and those interested should make prompt 
application to the Secretary at 4, Hobart- 
place, SW1. Hotel bookings should be 
made individually. 


PLANNING IN. SCOTLAND 

THE current issue of the journal 
“Town and Country Planning”’ is a 
special edition in that its contents deal 
exclusively with planning in Scotland. 
The reason for this is that it coincides 
with the 22nd International Congress on 
Town and Country Planning which is 
being held at Edinburgh from September 
19 to 25. 

As is rightly pointed out, it is a useful 
occasion for assembling information about 
Scotland relevant to housing and land-use 
planning. The articles in this issue 
describe in that frame of reference the 
country’s chief characteristics and 
problems. They will remind overseas 
visitors to the congress that Scotland is 
not merely a northern province of the 
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British mainland, but a land with its own 
distinct individuality, in geography, 
climate, economics and culture. 


PLANNING DECISION 


THE Minister of Housing and Local 
Government has refused permission to 
East Suffolk County Council for the 
building of a college of further education 
at Denmark-road, Lowestoft, because it 
would “seriously disturb a residential 
area.” 


MOUNT EDGCUMBE HOUSE 


THE rural council of St. Germans, 
Cornwall, was told recently that the 
Ministry of Works proposes to allow 
£100,000 for the rebuilding of Mount 
Edgcumbe House, overlooking Plymouth 
Sound, which was damaged in the war. 
It was the home of the Earl of Mount 
Edgcumbe. The building remains in his 
possession, although since it was burnt 
by incendiary bombs in March, 1941, 
he has lived in the vicinity. The original 
walls, built in 1553, will be preserved. 

Earlier applications for a rebuilding 
permit were refused because of congestion 
of work in the building trade. A letter 
from the Ministry’s regional officer sug- 
gested that the work could start next 
year and continue at the rate of £30,000 
worth a year. 


LONDON CHURCH REBUILT 


St. ALBAN’s CHurRCH, Streatham-park, 
London, which was burnt down in 1947, 
was re-dedicated by the Bishop of 
Southwark on Saturday, September 11. 
The church, which escaped serious damage 
during the war, was completely gutted 
by the fire. It nas now been rebuilt 
around a temporary concrete structure 
previously erected amid the ruins. 

St. Alban’s is the first church to 
be fitted with an aluminium roof. It is 
also thought to be the first time a church 
has been built with concrete diaphragm 
trusses. The architect is Mr. J. S. Comper, 
FRIBA, whose father designed several of 
the windows in Westminster Abbey. 
One of the new features at St. Alban’s 
is a bell turret erected in memory of 
Charles Thatcher who was verger from 
the consecration of the church in 1887 
until his death four years ago. 

Messrs. Wates, Ltd., were the con- 
tractors. 


HEALTH CONGRESS 


Str HucH Casson, FRIBA, has ac- 
cepted an invitation to preside over the 
housing and town planning section of the 
Royal Sanitary Institute’s annual health 
congress at Bournemouth next April. 


NEW ABERDEEN CITY ARCHITECT 


Mr. A. B. GARDNER, FRIBA, Aberdeen 
City Architect, is retiring after 30 years’ 
service. Mr. Gardner gained a Saltire 
Society award for his design of the flats 
in the Rosemount district. 

He will be succeeded by Mr. G. M. 
Keith, ARIBA, native of Aberdeen, who 
has been Deputy City Architect in Aber- 
deen for the past five years. Before his 
appointment as Deputy City Architect, 
Mr. Keith was senior architect with the 
Scottish Special Housing Association in 
Edinburgh. 
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““T’m a Light Blue, but when- 
ever I think of that Cambridge 
Plan I go a Dark Puce!” 











CAMBRIDGE PLAN OPPOSED 


CAMBRIDGE CORPORATION are to contest 
in the courts the validity of the revised 
County of Cambridge development plan 
which the Minister of Housing and Local 
Government approved with modifications 
earlier this month. 


ARCHITECTS’ ESTATES 


Mr. Harotp EDWIN  BUSBRIDGE, 
ARIBA, of Burrage-road, Plumstead, SE, 
left £21,650 (duty paid, £3,218). 

Mr. E. H. Cornes, ARIBA, partner in 
the Liverpool firm of Quiggin and Gee, 
left £11,498 gross, £11,389 net. 


PROFESSIONAL ANNOUNCEMENTS 


Mr. Puitip R. MIDDLETON, DipArch, ARIBA, has 
commenced practiceat Norwich Union House, 17-19, 
Albert-road, Middlesbrough, Yorks, and would be 
pleased to receive trade catalogues. 


MEssrS. MERCER AND MiULLER, chartered quantity 
surveyors, of 30, Gloucester-place, W1, have opened 
a branch office at 104, Watergate-street, Chester, and 
would be pleased to receive trade catalogues. 


Mr. BRIAN M. JAckson, ARICS, has been taken 
into partnership by Messrs. Harris and Porter, chartered 
quantity surveyors, Adelphi Terrace House, 3, Robert- 
street, London, WC2, and of Portsmouth and the Isle 
of Wight. 


FROM “ THE BUILDER” OF 1854 
Saturday, September 23, 1854 


‘THE METAMORPHOSIS OF Woopy FIBRE. 
—As an illustration of the natural magic 
of organic chemistry, we may just note, 
in passing, the singular fact that woody 
fibre—sawdust, for instance—can be 
readily converted into gum and even 
sugar, nay, and into a sort of bread, 
coarse, to be sure, as yet, but hopeful 
when we consider that it is actually 
transmutable by other processes into 
perfect sugar and gum. By merely pouring 
a quantity of sawdust on oil of vitriol, 
and incorporating the two with a glass 
rod, surrounding the mixture at the same 
time with ice to prevent heating and 
consequent burning to mere carbonaceous 
matter, the sawdust is actually transmuted 
into gum; and if this gum be then 
dissolved in water and exposed to pro- 
longed ebullition (from thirty-six to 
forty-eight hours), it will be converted 
into glucose, otherwise called grape sugar ! 
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CORRESPONDENCE 


EXAMINATIONS OF THE RICS 
To the Editor of The Builder 
IR,—Mr. Willis says in his letter that 
it would be quite easy for the RICS 
to deny the accuracy of the 9 per cent. 
figure of passes which he quotes. Despite 
my four-figure salary, I must be a very 
bad quantity surveyor not to be able to 
pass the Final in quantities, but perhaps 
it is of interest that prior to the publica- 
tion of Mr. Willis’s article, I had calcu- 
lated the percentage of passes as 9.5 and 
this simply by comparing the number of 
names of successful candidates on the 
RICS’s list with the number sitting. 
The head of a very well-known firm of 
quantity surveyors told me three or four 
years ago of the total number of candidates 
which the RICS had decided should be 
allowed to pass during a certain period of 
years to come. If he is right, the examina- 
tion is therefore competitive for a strictly 
limited number of places which are regu- 
lated according to what the RICS con- 
siders are the needs of the profession. I 
do not see anything wrong with such a 
limitation, but what I do_ consider 
to be wrong is the secrecy the Institution, 
in its autocracy, maintains in these 
matters. By all means limit the number 
of passes and make the examination 
equivalent to an honours ‘degree, but at 
the very least make the position clear both 
to the candidates and the members of 
the easier sections of the RICS’s examina- 
tions. It is to me distinctly irritating 
to be treated as a dunce by an estate agent 
who is a Chartered Surveyor, whereas 
I am well aware that the only way the 
Institution can succeed in producing the 
misleading overall 30.8 per cent. pass 
mark must be by letting through a quite 
fantastically high percentage in the Valua- 
tions section. RICS PRoBATIONER. 


To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—Among the interesting letters 
you have published on this subject 
one from Mr. C. R. Vinycomb (your issue 
of September 10) contains a statement 
which this Association cannot allow to 
pass unrefuted. Mr. Vinycomb remarks: 
** Between the RICS, dominated as it 
is by the very few principals in practice, 
and the ‘ others,’ largely managed by a 
group of building contractors’ directors, 
there is little to choose. Both belong to 
the milky-way of latter-day profession- 
alism.”’ 

Since the term, “ the others,’? may be 
taken to include in its reference this 
Association, I am directed to point out 
that membership of the Incorporated 
Association of Architects and Surveyors— 
which has for some time been obtainable 
by examination only—is strictly confined 
to professional practitioners. So far from 
this Association being “‘ largely managed 
by building contractors’ directors,”’ it is a 
rigorously enforced rule that neither a 
director of a firm of contractors, nor a 
surveyor employed by such a firm, is 
eligible for membership. 

R. F. Istep, General Secretary, IAAS. 

75, Eaton-place, SW1. 


(Correspondence continued on page 504.) 
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Model of an 
11-storey block 
of maisonettes 


and flats. 





THE BUILDER 


HOUSING SCHEME FOR THE LCC AT BENTHAM ROAD, HACKNEY 


Designed by the Housing Division of LCC Architect's Department 


DR. j. L. MAR TIN, FRIBA, Architect to the Council 


Principal Housing Architect 
WHITFIELD LEWIS, ARIBA 


Assistant Housing Architect 
MICHAEL POWELL, ARIBA 


Architect-in-Charge 


C. G. WEALD, LRIBA 


Architects 
Cc. A. ST. JOHN WILSON, ARIBA, P. 7. CARTER, 
ARIBA, A. H. COLQUHOUN, ARIBA, f. F. 
METCALFE, A. H. R. WEITZEL, I. YOUNG 


Consultant Engineer 


F. ¥. SAMUELY, BSc, AMICE, M1StructE, FIAS 


N connection with the scheme for housing develop- 
ment on the Bentham-road site, Hackney, the 
London County Council decided to build a new type 
of maisonette with a frontage of only 12 ft. 3 in. which 
will be included in the 11-storey blocks on the site. 
In addition to internal planning giving a higher 
proportion of living space than is usual, the use of this 
new type makes possible a 20 per cent. increase in the 
number of dwellings for equivalent frontages. Details 
have now been worked out for the scheme following 
the approval of a full-scale prototype ~ mock-up ”’ 
which was constructed and approved by the Council 
at the end of 1952. 
The area covered by this scheme is approximately 
10 acres and lies mainly between Wick-road and Cass- 
land-road, Hackney, bounded west and east by Brad- 
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=—-F pectively. The total number of 
3 dwellings is 379, and construction 
Pave will commence in December. 

Two 11-storey blocks, each of 
which contains 105 dwellings, will 
provide the larger part of the three- 
room accommodation in the new 
maisonette plan with a small pro- 
portion of four- and two-room 
variation types on the first and 
second floors. 'These blocks also 
contain one stack of two- and three- 
room flats alongside the vertical 
circulation core, which consists of 
two passenger lifts and one stair- 
case. Secondary means of escape 
is provided by a continuous escape 
gallery from the upper floors of 
» maisonettes. Ventilation to in- 
“ ternal bathrooms, w.c.s and drying 
cabinets is by the mechanical ex- 
tract system. Construction of 
| these blocks is as follows :— 
fe — — ee Raft foundations of in situ con- 
(Ge) emerson | | omer ee ae 2.” crete. Ground floor of in situ 

: casts : rk fairface concrete comprising columns, 
ities sro BB senn CC bracing walls and skirt beams. 
Setent eee ee First floor to roof of precast con- 


ee mene ees 





= | eee tT stock-road and Hedgers-grove res- 
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Cross sections of Blocks 1 and 2. 











Plans of Blocks 1 and 2. Top: Section through play area. 
































Block plan. 
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Another view of front elevation of model. Full-scale “ mock-up” of a typical maisonette. 


crete frames and floor units, with 
wood joist intermediate floors to 
maisonettes; front and back external 
walls are of prefabricated wood 
frame panels. 

Other accommodation is provided 
by a two-storey complex of 30 
houses with gardens and one block 
of 18 one-room flats ; one block of 
21 two-room flats and six four- 
storey blocks of four-room maison- 
ettes. All of these blocks are of 
load-bearing cross-wall construction 
and 65 per cent of them have 
private gardens. 

Solid fuel back boiler heating is 
employed throughout and all dwell- 
ings without gardens have a gas 
drying cabinet. Soil and waste 
water layouts to the low blocks are 
of the single-pipe system. 

The use of 11-storey maisonette 
blocks has freed a high proportion 
of the site as open space, and Two views of the living-room. 
advantage has been taken of this 
to provide a large and varied play 
space for children in conjunction 
with covered play space at ground 
level under these blocks. 








HOUSING SCHEME AT 
BENTHAM ROAD, HACKNEY 
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Entrance screen, with Spotlyte 
pattern glass, and an engraved 
Armourplate door. Above the 
ground-floor, the exterior is 
faced with 3-in. rough hewn 
slate in olive and light sea green, 
and the windows are double 
glazed. There is a fluorescent 
light fitting behind Luminating 
glass above the entrance. 





NEW OFFICE BLOCK AT 


SPON LANE, SMETHWICK 
for Chance Bros., Ltd. 


Architects 
CLIFFORD TEE & GALE 


Builders 
CHANCE BROS. WORKS MAINTENANCE DEPT. 





A vertical braid of textured brickwork 

marks the change from two to three 

storeys. The two-storey part is in 
ginger facing brick. 
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7: designing this office block the 

architects were asked to use Chance 
building glasses wherever they might be 
appropriate. Their aim, therefore, has 
been to show original and varied uses of 
their client’s products, allied to other 
building materials. 

The new block forms a link in character 
between the Georgian facade of the old ; 
offices on the one side and the new lehr 
shop on the other. The old offices consist 
of a two-storeyed building with 15 ft. 
high ceilings, and it was decided that the 
new block should be partly two and 
partly three storeys high, on the mezzanine 
pattern, with the roof the same level as 
the existing block. The change from two 
to three storeys is emphasised on the 
elevation by a vertical braid of textured 
brickwork. The three-storey block 
presents a change in colour and texture 
from the ginger facing brick of the rest 
of the building, with its facing of 4-in. 
rough hewn slate in olive and light sea 
green, which is used above the ground 
floor. 

The highlight of the entrance is the 
screen of Spotlyte pattern glass, and the 
engraved Armourplate glass door. 

The entrance hall provides many 
interesting features. Part of it is used as 
‘a reception and waiting area, and is 
divided from the rest by a change in the 
flooring from rough hewn slate to carpet. 








The staircase has a balustrade of particular interest: a The ceiling echoes this partition with a 
zig-zag metal core supporting the handrail is enclosed with recessed lighting panel above the carpet. 
glass on each side. The glass has been bent to go round the For the walls of the entrance hall use 
corners in one sweep. The screen at the top of the staircase has been made of a new development for 
forms a small waiting recess outside the boardroom. Two figured rolled glasses of backing them 
panels of }-in. major reeded glass are framed in wood with colour. Not only is a clean and 
horizontally, and between them, on each side of an unglazed bright appearance presented, but there is 


window, fluorescent tubes are placed vertically. maximum ease of maintenance, with no 
need for re-decoration. 


As figured rolled glass is made by a 
continuous process, long lengths are 
available, and the architects found it 
possible to use panels of glass 10 ft. long, 
having it rolled }in. thick instead of the 
usual } in. or #; in. For additional safety, 
masking tape covers the back of the glass. 

The join where the ceilings are higher than 

10 ft. has been hidden by a display shelf. 

The panels of glass are butted together 
without framing or beading. Two 
different patterns are used—major reeded 
backed biscuit colour for the staircase 
wall, < Spotlyte backed in grey-blue 
where snorter lengths and narrower 
pieces could be used. 

A particular feature of the entrance hall 
is the staircase leading to the boardroom 
and the offices of the directors. The 
balustrade is a zig-zag metal core which 
supports the top rail, and is enclosed by 

_ panels of glass on each side. Spotlyte has 
been used facing into the well and }-in. 
rough-cast glass adjacent to the stairs, 
where more strength is needed. 'The glass 
has been bent to sweep round the corners. 
The bends on this staircase are rather 
sharp, and wreath as they turn, presenting 
technical problems for the glass benders 
which would not have arisen had there 
been more depth available in the landing. 
This balustrade demonstrates the effective- 
ness of using two different patterns of 
glass together. 
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Below : A double-glazed screen 
between two offices, showing the 
effect of two different patterns 
of glass superimposed. In this 
case 5 in. reeded is placed in 
front of Spotlyte. The lower 
half of the screen contains 
Fibreglass for sound proofing. 
The window is glazed with 
Spotlyte to obscure the view, rr 
and the window wall has a s ee " 
cladding of colour-backed broad anesin sumentdlee ined 


reeded. @) 


Another feature in the entrance hall is 
worthy of note. The door leading to the 
offices has been glazed in one piece 
(5 ft. 6in. by 2 ft. 3 in.), with the }-in. 
thick major reeded pattern. 

Screen walls between the individual 
offices are double-glazed above the height 
of 3 ft. 6 in., each with a different patterned 
glass. The effects of various combinations 
were carefully studied by the architects 
before the final choice was made, and 
there is scope for great variety in the 
placing of different patterns together. 

The fluorescent light fitting which is 
used throughout the offices was specially 
designed by the architects and incorporates 
Luminating glass in two pieces, an inno- 
vation for this type of fitting which was 
very economical in price. Filament spots 


Oth Secrateres Tetereve 






































in the ceiling of the entrance hall have bent 
figured rolled glasses of various patterns, 
or of fiesta decorated glass. 

The model clock, at present hanging in 
the hall, designed by Messrs. Clifford 
Tee and Gale, will be executed by Mr. 
Stanley G. Morris of Birmingham. 

All the constructional work was carried 
out by Chance Brothers’ Works Mainten- 
ance Department with L. Dainty, Ltd. 
acting as general building suppliers. 
Chance Bros., Ltd., also carried out the 
joinery work in the construction of the 
staircase balustrade. Following is a list 
of the sub-contractors : 

Steelwork and gutters, T’. Partridge and 
Co., Ltd., Walsall, Staffs ; precast con- 
crete work, Walsall Concrete Co., Ltd., 
Walsall, Staffs; external slate facing 
slabs, Setchell and Sons, Ltd. ; all floors 
laid by R. W. Purdie and Co., Birm- 
ingham, 17; slate floor in entrance hall, 
Setchell and Sons, Ltd. ; linoleum, Michael 
Nairn and Co., Ltd., Birmingham, 2 ; 
terrazzo flooring, Philip Cecconi and Son, 
Birmingham, 15; rubber stair covering, 
Leyland and Birmingham Rubber Co., 
Ltd., Leyland, near Preston; heating 
installation, Paragon Heating Co., Ltd., 
Birmingham, 19 ; electric wiring, Chance 
Bros., Ltd. ; fluorescent fittings and tubes, 
Thorn Electrical Industries, Ltd., Philips 
Electrical, Ltd., Birmingham ; tungsten 
light fittings (entrance hall), Merchant 
Adventurers, Ltd.; metal windows and 
ironmongery, James Gibbons, Ltd., Wol- 
verhampton ; slate roofing, Hamer Rus- 
sell, Ltd., Smethwick, Staffs ; plastering, 


THE BUILDER 





The entrance hall and waiting area. The lighting in the 
recessed ceiling panel is covered with Luminating glass. 
The wall on the left is clad with } in. major reeded glass, 
colour-backed biscuit, strengthened with masking tape, 
and that on the right Spotlyte, colour-backed grey-blue. 
There is a panel of plate glass on the left, sprayed with 
blue paint on the back to give a field for the lettering, 
which is sand-blasted in different depths and filled with 
white paint. The showcase adjoining it is lined with one 
sheet of cast glass 6 ft. 10 in. by 4 ft. 6 in., set away from 
the wall to reflect its texture and to provide a background 
for a pattern of pressed lenses. 


NEW OFFICE BLOCK AT 
SPON LANE, SMETHWICK 


H. E. Swain, Ltd., Walsall, Staffs ; 
sanitary fittings, Rowe Bros., Ltd., Birm- 
ingham, 1 ; soundproof partitions, Fibre- 
glass, Ltd., Birmingham, 2; vitrolite 
walling to directors’ lavatory, Pearce and 
Cutler, Ltd., Birmingham, 2 ; glass walling 
to hall and staircase, Glass (Coventry), 
Ltd., Coventry; flush doors, Midland 
Joinery Works, Ltd., Burton-on-Trent ; 
glass entrance door, Pilkington Bros., Ltd., 
St. Helens, Lancashire ; venetian blinds, 
Venetian Vogue, Ltd., Slough, Bucks. 
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Qualifications of 


THE BUILDER 


Planning Officers 


FINDINGS OF A RECENT SURVEY 
By Peter Collison 


AS part of a_ research project in 
sociology conducted at Birmingham 
University in 1950-1952 a questionnaire 
was sent to the chief Bye Officer of 
every English and Welsh county and 
county borough. For the purpose of this 
inquiry a list of chief planning officers 
was B yprsrge = and care was taken to 
record the degrees and titles with which 
they were credited. The ay 7 source 
of the information was “ The Municipal 
Year Book” for 1950-1951. It was 
supplemented by the subsequent issue of 
the same book, by the directories of the 
various professional organisations con- 
cerned and by the information on quali- 
fications contained in the printed head- 
ings of the letters which were received 
from planning officers in connection with 
the inquiry. In the case of only one 
planner, a county borough officer, did 
these sources fail to yield any informa- 
tion as to qualifications. t 
The information obtained in this way 
is of interest as it can be used to show 
in some detail the relative importance 
of the three fields—architecture, engineer- 
ing and surveying—recognised as basic to 
town planning, in the backgrounds of our 
chief planning officers. 
Table 1 below shows the fields in which 
the chief planning officers were shown as 
holding qualifications. 


TABLE 1 


THE FIELDS IN WHICH PLANNING OFFICERS 
HOLD QUALIFICATIONS 











County 
County and 

County | Borough | County 

Planners | Pjanners | Borough 

Planners 

No. | Per | No. | Per | No.| Per 

cent. cent. cent. 

Planning only . b 8.2 1 1.2 6 4.2 

Architecture only 2 3.3 1 1.2 3 2.1 

Engineering only 4 6.6 | 39 [47.6 | 43} 30.1 

Surveying only ...| 0 0 1 1.2 1 0.7 
Planning and 

Architecture ...) 8 | 13.1 9 }11.0 17} 11.9 
Planning and En- 

gineering ..-| 21 134.4] 18 [22.0 39 | 27.3 
Planning and Sur- 

veying a Py 9.8 0 0 6 4.2 
Architecture and 

Engineering ...| 1 1.6] 2 2.4 3 2.1 
Architecture and 

Surveying F Reg 16; 0 0 1 0.7 
Engineering and 

Surveying ey 3.3 7 8.5 9 6.3 

Planning and ; 

Architecture and 

Engineering ...j| 3 4.9 0 0 3 2.1 
Planning and 
A chitecture and 

Surveying ae 16) 0 0 1 0.7 
Planning and 
Engineering and 

Surveying 7 |115 3 3.7 10 7.0 
Architecture and 
Engineering and 

Surveying at 0 0 1 1.2 1 0.7 

Total ..-| 61 199.9 | 82 |100.0| 143 ! 100.1 























A survey, carried out in 1949, on the 
subject of the training received by chief 
planning officers is mentioned in_ the 
Schuster Report. It is noted that, “the 
majority of chief officers to local autho- 
tities responsible for planning are engi- 
neers, the remainder being architects and 
surveyors, with a very few whose _quali- 
fication is solely in planning.” Out of 
153 planning authorities of all types, 
senior planning responsibility was held in 
81 cases by engineers, in 34 by architects, 


in 32 by surveyors and in six by members 
of the Town Planning Institute who have 
qualified through the examinations of the 
Institute without having a basic *“ pro- 
fessional qualification.” These fi in- 
clude 31 officers to Scottish authorities, 
21 of whom are ftarchitects and 10 engi- 
neers. Subtracting these figures from 
the total we find that, according to this 
survey, out of 122 planning officers from 
England and Wales 71 had their basic 
training in engineering, 32 in surveying, 
13 in architecture and in six cases the 
officer had been trained in planning only. 
Thus, of the English and Welsh planners 
considered by the Schuster Survey, 58.2 
per cent. were engineers, 26.2 per cent. 
surveyors, 10.7 per cent. architects and 
4.9 per cent. planners, in the sense that 
the “basic” training was taken in the 
particular field. 


“ BASIC” TRAINING 


There are certain discrepancies between 
the findings summarised in Table 1 and 
those of the Schuster Survey which may 
be noted. We should expect certain dis- 
crepancies between the two findings be- 
cause the Schuster Survey did not cover 
all planning officers. In addition, this 
Survey recorded only the “ basic” train- 
ing of the officer. It can be seen from 
Table 1 that some planning officers hold 
qualifications in more than one field and 
there is no way of determining, from the 
information available to me, which of the 
fields is to be considered “basic.” In 
addition, there is the possibility that the 
full qualifications of every planning 
officer are not recorded in the sources I 
have consulted, although it seems likely 
that the qualifications pertaining to the 
“basic” study would normally be in- 
cluded. 

From Table 1 it is evident that 14 per 
cent. of all planners have been trained 
in architecture or planning and architec- 
ture. In the terminology of the Schuster 
Report these planners would be described 
as having “ basic” training in architec- 
ture. Thus, we should expect the pro- 
portion of architects discovered by the 
Schuster Survey to be at least 14 per cent, 
It is, in fact, 10.7 per cent. In the case of 
surveying it can be seen from Table 1 
that 20.3 per cent. of all planners hold 
a qualification in this field. We should 
a the proportion found by the 
Schuster Survey to be, perhaps, smaller 
but not larger. The proportion in ques- 
tion is, however, 26.2 per cent. In the 
case of engineering it is apparent from 
Table 1 that 57.3 per cent. of all planners 
hold a qualification in engineering or 
planning and engineering. We might ex- 
pect the proportion of engineers dis- 


covered by the Schuster Survey to be at. 


least as large as this and, perhaps, some- 
what larger. It is, in fact, slightly larger. 
In the case of planners holding a quali- 
fication in planning only the two esti- 
mates are almost identical. 

In addition to the reasons offered above 
to account for the discrepancies it should 





* Report of the Committee on Qualifications of 
Plangers Cmd. 8059, 1950, para. 83. 
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also be noted that the two surveys are 
——— by BF of from mys tin 
ree years. changes_among - 
ning Officers may have occurred during 
this period which have brought slight 
changes in the proportions of the different 
types of qualifications held. 
able 2 summarises some of the in- 
formation available in Table L It shows 
the proportions of p ing officers hold- 
ing a qualification in each of the four 
main fields. 
TABLE 2 


THE MAIN FIELDS IN WHICH PLANNING 
OFFICERS HOLD QUALIFICATIONS 








Co — 
County unty 
Borough County 
Planners Bo. 
Planners 
Per cent. | Per cent. | Per cent 
Planning officers with 
a qualification in 
Engineering 62:3 85-4 73-6 
Architecture 26-1 15-8 20-3 
Surveying 27:8 14-6 20-3 
Planning 83-5 379 57-4 














Table 2 shows some interesting differ- 
ences between the counties and the county 
boroughs. It can be seen that the largest 
proportion of planning officers hold a 
qualification in engineering. The pre- 
dominance of engineers, however, is 
greater among the county boroughs than 
among the counties. The proportion of 
county planners holding a qualification in 
architecture or surveying is greater in 
each case than the corresponding propor- 
tion of county borough p ers. Rather 
more than a half of all planning officers 
hold a qualification in planning. This 
total conceals an interesting difference 
between the counties and the county 
boroughs. As is apparent from the table, 
a relatively large proportion of oy 
planners hold a qualification in this field. 


UNIVERSITY DEGREES 


Thirty-four of the 143 (23.8 per cent.) 
planners were shown as holding a univer- 
sity degree. This total, however, is dis- 
tributed unevenly between the counties 
and the county boroughs. Only seven of 
the 61 (11.1 per cent.) county planners 
are graduates, while 27 of the 82 (32.9 
per cent.) county borough planners are 
graduates. 

We have no way of telling in which 
field planners who are graduates took 
their degrees. One might, however, hazard 
the suggestion that a large proportion of 
the county borough planners who are 
graduates will have taken their degrees in 
one of the “ basic” professional subjects 
—engineering, surveying or architecture 
—since, in most cases, it is the borough 
engineer, surveyor or architect who holds 
responsibility for planning. 


STUDENTS EUROPEAN TOUR 


Seven students of Huddersfield Technical 
College, six of them studying architecture, 
returned on September 11 from a month’s 
tour of the Continent in a 15-cwt. army 
truck which they had salvaged from a scrap 
heap and reconditioned. The vehicle cost 
them £30 which they had earned by doing 
odd jobs, and carried them through France, 
Italy and Switzerland, without even a 
puncture. In Rome they were joined by 
Mr. Norman Culley, FRIBA, the tutor of 
the six architectural students, who conducted 
them on a tour of the architectural treasures 
of Rome. ” 
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ARCHITECTURE IN POLAND 


Some Recent Impressions 
By TOM BRADDOCK, FRIBA 


(THE Polish Society of Architects 

recently organised an international 
meeting of architects in Warsaw, and 
delegations from 23 nations attended. 
The visit lasted 10 to 12 days actually in 
Poland, and, apart from four half-days 
spent in conference, the time was taken 
up with exhaustive tours to selected 
points of architectural interest. These 
were conducted by Polish architects and 
town planners, and on all possible occa- 
sions exhibitions of drawings and models 
were shown, and often viewed on the 
sites where new work was in progress or 
contemplated. Visits were also paid to 
offices, libraries and lecture rooms par- 
ticularly connected with architectural 
work in Poland. 

Examples shown were offered as being 
typical of what was in progress in all 
parts of the country, and the extended 
tours from Warsaw, drawings and photo- 
graphs showed this to be the case. There 
is a simultaneous development taking 
place over practically the whole of the 
country. Only the southern part is being 
treated differently, this area being 
reserved as the great holiday centre and 
playground of the country. It is already 
being used as such, and the building of 
hotels and hostels is being rapidly pushed 
forward. The character of the country 
is admirably suited for this purpose; 
magnificent scenery, mountains, lakes, 
rivers and waterfalls exist in profusion, 
and there is every facility for all types 
of summer and winter sport. The climate 
is similar to that of Switzerland. This 
area is a preat reservoir of timber, and 
has an architecture and building tech- 
nique wholly based on timber construc- 
tion of: great character and beauty, 
which is being develo by Polish archi- 
tects in all new buildings. 

The forests are now national property, 
as in Britain, and they are being cared 
for in the same way, the difference being 
that only in the industrial areas have 
they’ been destroyed. These are being 
replanted. Apart from recreation and 
timber in this area, it is proposed to 
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develop a great extension of sheep rear- 
ing, for which the country is well suited. 


MAJOR REDEVELOPMENT 


Excluding the southern area, plans 
have been laid down to turn Poland into 
a country with a balanced economy 
between industry and agriculture, and 
architects and town planners have been 

iven the main responsibility of carry- 

ing through this task. In the past Poland 
has been mainly an agricultural count 
The land, although plentiful, is of on y 

medium productive spars and the 
standards of living for the great majority 
of the population have been low in com- 
parison with the West of Europe. The 
towns were few in number, and though 
containing a wealth of elaborate palaces 
and churches, these were surrounded by 
blocks of tenements and rows of poor- 
class workers’ shacks where the mass of 
the urban — lived. The ghetto 
district of Warsaw was an extreme but 
typical example. These areas, if not 
destroyed during the war, are now being 
eliminated. 

All new living snestiiaiiuiliien in 
Poland has central heating, hot water, 
gas and electricity laid on from central 
power plants. This is accepted as general 
practice, and new coalfields have been 
located and are being developed hand in 
hand with building development. Men- 
tion must also be made of the planning 
of great recreation centres, known as 
cultural parks, sited in close proximity 
to these new developments. For these 
parks areas of natural beauty are 
selected, incorporating lakes, rivers, hills 
and valleys. 


An example of this is in Warsaw 
itself. The banks of the river Vistula, a 
broad, slow-flowing, non-tidal river, are 
being cleared of the clutter of nineteenth- 
century sporadic development and the 
old Warsaw is now revealed, rising above 
the river and its banks on the great 
natural escarpment which originally 
attracted its first builders. 


Poland has a stable type of govern- 
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A PosTER FOR 
BUILDING TRADE WORKERS 


ment which cannot upset the general line 
of development decided upon, and archi- 
tects and town planners are the most 
important cog in the wheel of progress. 
They therefore see before them a virtu- 
ally endless vista of projects and plans. 
Architects are employed either by one 
or other of the State departments or by 
the local authority; they are housed in 
ideal surroundings, the palaces of the 
kings and aristocracy being. favourite 
domiciles, and apparently their first job 
is to restore the place in which they are 
to work. For instance, the department 
dealing with the restoration of ancient 
buildings and monuments lives in an ex- 
royal palace, destroyed by the Germans 
during occupation, now restored to its 
original splendour, with the restoration of 
marble and parquetry floors, panelled, 
columned and pilastered walls, stone and 
marble chimney pieces, and elaborate 
enriched, moulded, coffered and painted 
ceilings. 

Here I saw the working drawings of 
other restorations in progress, full-size 
detail drawings of carvings and plaster 
enrichments and large-scale drawings 
carried out to the utmost finish and 
detail. Collections of old photographs, 
drawings and paintings are assembled, 
and these form the basis of the work. 
Canaletto did much of his best work for 
the old Polish aristocracy, and his paint- 
ings are being used in the process of 
restoration. 


ARCHITECTURAL SYSTEMS 


Private practice, as we know it, is 
unknown in modern Poland, although the 
widely used system of the architectural 
competition offers many op ortunities 
for individual expression and architec- 
tural enterprise. 

’ The competition system is, however, 
rather differently used as compared with 
this country. It is associated with 
another characteristic feature of Polish 
architectural practice, that of extensive 
co-operation among architects and town 
planners. They work in groups rather 
than as individuals; consultation being a 
normal feature, and not only among 
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SPECIAL FEATURES 


%* SILENCED OPERATION 


. 


HIGH-SPEED CARTRIDGE HAMMER 


e te" :" 


INCLUDE: 


Barrel silencers virtually eliminate noise nuisance 


% INTERCHANGEABLE BARRELS 


Single and combined models for fixing studs with 


head diameters of }” —” 3” 


% TRIGGER OPERATION 


Leaves one hand free to hold the fixture 


INTERCHANGEABLE BARRELS 


LETJTORNADO 


SAVE YOU 


TIME, MONEY and EFFORT 


FIXES—}", #;”, 3” diameter studs, rivets or nails to brick, concrete, steel, 
etc., without pre-drilling, tapping or plugging, in one instantaneous operation 


Write for details and a FREE demonstration *- 





FREE Advisory Service always available, to users 


TORNADO HIGH-SPEED CARTRIDGE HAMMER DISTRIBUTORS 


Adept Construction Co. Ltd., 


Clarence Wharf, Rodney Road, 
Newport, Mon. 


Tel. : NEWPORT 4101 


Distributors for: Pembrokeshire, 
Carmarthenshire, Glamorganshire, 
Monmouthshire and Brecknockshire. 


E. R. Cole Ltd., 


Coombe Road, Neasden Lane, 
London, N.W.10. 


Tel. : GLADSTONE 6655 


Distributors for : Kent, Sussex, Surrey, 
Essex and Hertfordshire. 


T. B. Browne & Co., 
62, Dale Street, 
- Liverpool 2. 
Tel. : CENTRAL 0474 


Distributors for: Lancashire, Cheshire, 
Denbighshire, Flintshire and Caernar- 
vonshire. 


Lankester & Son Ltd., 
Holy Rood Place, High Street, 
Southampton. 

Tel. : SOUTHAMPTON 76383 
Distributors for : The County of South- 
ampton and Hampshire. 
Joseph Pugsley & Sons Ltd., 
Bridge House, Lawrence Hill, 
Bristol 5. 

Tel. : BRISTOL 56037 
Distributors for : Gloucestershire, 


Somersetshire, Devonshire, Cornwall 
and Wiltshire. 





Contractors & Industrial 
Equipment Limited, 
276,Monument Rd.,Birmingham 16 
Tel. : EDGBASTON 3455 


Distributors for : Herefordshire, Shrop- 
shire, Staffordshire, | Warwickshire, 
Worcestershire and Yorkshire. 


F. Gibson & Co. (Newcastle) 


t *9 
Haddricks Mill Rd.,South Gosforth 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne 3. 
Tel. ;: GOSFORTH 53117 


Distributors for : Northumberland, 
Durham, Westmorland, Cumberland 
and Furness. 


ROURA & FORGAS LTD. 


COLQUHOUN HOUSE, 27-37, BROADWICK STREET, LONDON, W.I 
Telegrams : Colleague, Piccy, London 


Telephone : GERrard 9641-8 











. 


THE BUILDER September 24 1954 septe: 


gota 


TTT 


| 





‘LEN 


wu LUMSDEN 


archit 
shop 
the st 
galler 
seriol 
either 
gover 
organ 
when 
exhib 
the g 
of p 
equal 
pared 


EDU LALNNES ET 


Te 








mitit 


doub 

and 

Arch 

so ml 

f “ actua 

The accumulated experience of over 60 enti 


ears’ service is at your command and 
Y Y ; to..4 


—the home of all that is best in modern palag 
building practice. tion, 
mode 
these 
great 
consi 


MULLEN & LUMSDEN Let, | © 
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architects. All projects are exhibited in 
shop windows, on exhibition stands in 
the streets and squares, and in exhibition 
galleries. Architects are required to take 
serious notice. of opinions, expressed 
either individually or through local 
government bodies or trade union 
organisations. It was noticeable that 
when the delegation was being shown 
exhibitions of drawings in a public place, 
the group was joined by large numbers 
of passers-by who all seemed to be 
equally interested in what was being pre- 
pared for them. 

This factor of public interest un- 
doubtedly has its effect on the architects 
and the sort of work they produce. 
Architectural competitions are used not 
so much for the purpose of producing an 
actual scheme but as a means of investi- 
gating all possibilities. For instance, 
and this is typical, the street frontages 
to the square surrounding the new 
palace of culture in Warsaw are under 
consideration; there has been a competi- 
tion, ten designs have been selected, 
models of each have been made, and 
these are dropped into position in the 
great model of the whole project. After 
consideration two further designs have 
been commissioned from two other archi- 
tects and a final design will then be con- 
sidered. 


NATIONAL TRADITION 


Another factor influencing architects 
and their work is the public demand for 
the continuation of Polish national tra- 
ditions in architectural design. For 
instance, the Germans, before being 
finally driven from Warsaw, destroyed 
every historic building, church and 
monument. The Polish people demanded 
that these buildings and monuments be 
restored; it was considered that they were 
part of their national culture and the 
buildings were loved and venerated. 

They have been restored; brick by 
brick, every carving, piece of decorative 
metal work, every colour and every fea- 
ture has been put back. Furthermore, 
the opportunity has been taken to 
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remove unsympathetic nineteenth-century 
interventions; these have been cancelled 
out in the process of _ restoration. 
Records, paintings and drawings have 
been consulted and the older _pre- 
nineteenth-century buildings have been 
replaced in their original positions. The 
same principle has been applied to 
church building, late additions have been 
cancelled out and the buildings have 
reverted to their original shapes. 


All this has to be seen to be fully 
believed and understood, but of course 
it has, and is having, its effect on all 
actual new work. Tradition is there in 
all the new projects. Moreover it has 
brought into being large numbers of 
highly skilled craftsmen attached to the 
building and decorative industries: 


* carvers, metal workers, marble, plaster 


and wood workers exist with abilities 
comparable to those of the sixteenth, 
seventeenth and eighteenth — centuries. 
They are making their presence felt 


among the architects and will have to be, 


considered as time goes on. It must be 
remembered (and here again is an im- 
portant factor ) these craftsmen are in 
direct and daily touch with the architects. 
The middleman, i.e., the building con- 
tractor as we know him, does not exist 
in Poland. The direction comes from 
the architect and the craftsman is his day- 
to-day companion. 


In the new towns their presence is 
evident: carvings, metal work, statuary, 
decorative plaster, sgraffito work and 
colour are all there. There was a good 
deal of critical comment from architects 
of other countries that Polish architects 
were not taking full advantage of the 
opportunities offered them to develop a 
new style. Who is right in this, only time 
will show, but it is just as likely that in 
this country, when our lamentations 
about the lack of skill among craftsmen 
have been eliminated, not dissimilar 
results will occur. One cannot keep 
craftsmen in a glass case; they have got 
to work, and only architects can give 
them the opportunity. 


“PALTLY RUINED gulLbing - | 
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PRACTISING ARCHITECTS 


Another outstanding feature among 
architects in Poland is the fact that they 
are also teachers. All the men and 
women we met as practising architects 
were doing two jobs, part-time designing 
new and restoring old, and part-time as 
professors or teachers in the schools and 
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universities. Shaw’s old jibe: “Those 
who can, do, and those who can’t, 
teach,” does not apply in Poland. More- 
over, it was noticeable that many of the 
men we met who were employed on large 
architectural and town planning projects 
were definitely of what we should call 
the “ professor” type. They seemed, 
however, to be fully capable of applying 
their teaching theories to actual practice. 
They are not worried by bills of quanti- 
ties, competitive estimates, builders’ 
accounts for variations and extras, etc.; 
and they are not required to be lawyers 
and policemen as well as architects and 
teachers. They seem under these condi- 
tions to be able to manage. 


These are some over-all impressions of 
the picture Poland presents to a foreign 
architect. Many aspects and additional 
ones can be developed in greater detail, 
the whole set-up is interesting and stimu- 
lating. Poland may seem an architect’s 
paradise; certainly architects occupy a 
position of first importance in the State. 
At is significant, for instance, that the 
chief architect of Warsaw is elected and 
has to stand for election every six years. 
He is a member of the town council 
because he is an architect, and he is 
re-elected or not on his architectural 
merits. This puts the architect in a posi- 
tion rather different from that which he 
occupies on this side of the Iron Curtain. 


ARCHITECTURAL AWARD 


Tue Isle of Ely Planning Committee 
have approved in principle the offer of an 
annual architectural award for the most 
outstanding building erected in the county 
in any one year. 
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CORRESPONDENCE 


(Continued from page 490.) 
EXAMINATIONS OF THE RICS 
To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—Mr. Arthur J. Willis, FRICS, in 
his letter of last week replying to 
comments on his article of August 20, 
states that he cannot find the “‘ confusion 
of thought’ to which I referred in The 
Builder of September 10. It is quiet 
simple. In his article Mr. Willis con- 
fused the interest of employers of large 
numbers of assistants with the interests of 
quantity surveying students. From a 
false premise Mr. Willis went on to 
deduce that there is something wrong 
with the professional examinations. All 
that Mr. Willis’s article demonstrated was 
that the “ training’’ offered by commer- 
cialised quantity surveyors’ offices is 
unsuited to the needs of students of 
quantity surveying. 


Mr. Willis’ statistics relating to ten of his — 


own assistants are another pointer to the 
undesirability of office training. What, 
pray, are the percentages of final passes for 
full-time students of quantity surveying at 
St. Albans-grove or at the Northern Poly- 
technic ? 

It is untrue, as stated by Mr. Willis, that 
“many public authorities have been leaving 
the training of their staff to private offices 
and picking the fruit when ripe.” In the 
largest group of public authorities, the local 
government service, the authorities train 
their own professional staff by means of a 
system of luxurious day-release (equal to a 
concealed bonus on the salary) and a refund 
of tuition expenses and examination fees. In 
this case the post-entry training very nearly 
equals the facilities offered to the engineering 
apprentices. 

There is an element of confusion in Mr, 
Willis’s letter of last week. Mr. Willis: 
“To limit the scope of the taker-off’s work 
is . . . difficult ” because “‘ he (the taker-off) 
must be a quantity surveyor.” How on 
earth does one limit the scope of a quantity 
surveyor’s work in a quantity surveyor’s 
office ? 

Isn’t it high time that the big-money 
principals (with Institution “‘ support ”’”) gave 
up employing such large numbers of assist- 
ants and did some work themselves for a 
change? This would let some fresh air 
into a stuffy money-mad profession and allow 
room to practise to the newly qualified quantity 
surveyor. 

C. R. Vuinycoms. 

54, Wickstead-av., Leagrave, Luton. 


RISE AND FALL CLAUSE 
To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—Your leader of September 17 
concerning the Rise and Fall Clause 
suggests that you are unaware of the 
following circumstances which exist 
to-day : 
(1) The builder has no longer the pre- 
war opportunity of keen buying because : 
(a) The manufacturers of building 
materials and manufactured goods are 
now so organised that the prices of 
materials and goods are precisely the 
same wherever our inquiries are made. 
(b) The sand and ballast merchants 
in the various areas of the country quote 
identical area-rates, 
(c) The builders’ merchants are also 
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so organised as regards quotations for 

materials that their prices are identical 

when inquiries are sent out for tendering 
purposes. 

(2) The architect regularly sublets half 
the contract to what are now known as 
nominated sub-contractor specialists on a 
Single 'T'ender basis whilst at the same time 
sending the remainder of the contract to 
eight or ten contractors to fight over the 
excavation, concrete and brickwork and 
the doubtful pleasure of providing plant 
and attendance and “the blowing of the 
noses ’’ of the Single Tender specialists, 
and in addition the responsibility, under 
the terms of the contract, for all the mis- 
deeds of these sub-contractors. 

ESTIMATOR. 

Kent. 


FRONT GARDEN PARKING 
To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—I have not read for some time such 
bigoted poppycock as your leading 
article of August 27. Are we to have 
more regimentation and extra costs im- 
posed on us? We have bought and paid 
for our little patch of Old England, and 
as for non-car owners giving up part of 
their land for my convenience, and as 
for building garages along the railway 
embankment, don’t make me _ laugh! 
The nearest railway to me is three miles 
away. 
G. WINSTANLEY, 
[P-PLBFA, P-ChIBICC]. 
80, Benhurst-gardens, Selsdon, Surrey. 


»#*» It did not need the foregoing letter to 
confirm a belief that there are still those who 
think they have a right to do what they like 
with their own without any. regard for the 
public interest. Fortunately, local authorities 
are becoming alert to the nuisance of front- 
garden parking, and some are proposing to 
do something to stop it. The support of 
local amenity societies and the urban branches 
of the CPRE in this matter would be helpful.— 
Ep. 


ARCHITECTS’ RESPONSIBILITIES 
To the Editor of The Builder 


a ie was with great pleasure that I 

read Mr. W. MacDonald’s categorical 
denial (your last issue) of any distrust_of 
quantity surveyors and clerks of works. 
Remembering his published letters during 
the past few years, I must congratulate 
him on his change of heart and magnani- 
mous withdrawal. 

Mr. MacDonald raises a number of 
fresh points in his letter, but I will 
confine myself to the questions asked in 
the last two paragraphs of his letter. 

Variations can be introduced by omis- 
sion and addition of works, and that 
sketchy description — PC — lends itself 
admirably to this practice. And if it is 
neither the quantity surveyor’s nor the 
clerk of works’ duty to acquaint the 
building owner with the change, and the 
architect’s staff forgets, such a variation 
might easily escape official notice until 
the auditors (where employed) check the 
accounts. Even so, the auditors may not 
be sufficiently versed in buiJding technique 
to discern anything other than mathe- 
matical errors. It is not my intention to 
condemn the PC items as such, for these 
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are often deliberately approved by building 
owners to afford. the architect some 
licence. 

The views expressed by a legal corre- 
spondent in The Builder earlier this year 
were replied to extensively, and it was 
made quite clear that in the interests of 
good building ;- of safeguarding building 
owners (and the public purse where 
appropriate) ; and of representing archi- 
tects, engineers and surveyors on the site 
and elsewhere, our profession is not yet 
prepared to accept a restrictive code of 
practice imposed by others who may be 
most learned in their own sphere but are 
merely ancillary to the building industry. 


H. E. Campsett [MICW, AISanE]. 
40, St. Paul’s-road, N1. 


*#*« This correspondence must 
cease.—ED.] 


COMPETITION NEWS 
New Zealand House 


THE New ZEALAND Government is 
conducting a competition open to anyone 
connected with the building industry in 
New Zealand or overseas. The Minister 
of Housing, the Hon. W. Sullivan, has 
stated that the Government’s objective 
is to seek ideas for methods of construction 
and use of materials that.could be applied 
to a standard house plan, which will be 
supplied to entrants. 


This will enable competitors to devote 
all their efforts to the structural design 
and selection of materials. The general 
requirements of the competition are that 
the house should be proof against damp, 
fire, weather and vermin, and that it 
should eliminate or reduce the use of heart 
timbers. Economical use of materials and 
labour would also be important factors in 
deciding the winners. 

The closing date of the. competition is 
December 1, 1954. The first prize will be 
£200, the second £100, and the third 
£50; with two other prizes of £25. 'The 
assessors for the competition will be the 
Minister of Housing, Mr. W. A. Lavelle 
of the New Zealand Institute of Architects, 
Mr. 'T.. N. Dickson, president of the New 
Zealand Master Builders’ Federation, 
and Mr. L. E. Brooker, chief architect 
and property supervisor for the State 
Advances Corporation, on behalf of the 
lending institutions. Application forms 
for the competition are available from the 
Official Secretary, New Zealand Govern- 
ment Offices, 415 Strand, WC2. 


Ankara Development Plan 


THE PANEL of assessors for the inter- 
national competition for the development 
plan of Ankara, 'Turkey’s capital city 
(details of which were given in our last 
issue), is to include Professor Sir Patrick 
Abercrombie, MA, FRIBA, as .well as 
various officials of the Government of 
Turkey. Competitors may obtain the 
specifications. and appendices from the 
Turkish Embassy, 43 Belgrave-square, 
SW1, by paying a deposit equivalent to 
100 Turkish liras, which will be returned 
at the end of the competition, which will 
close on March 10, 1955. The value of 
the lira is about 2s. 


now 
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It looks like wood . . . it behaves like wood . . . because zt is wood. 
That is the secret behind the strength and adaptability of 
Lloyd Hardboard—that and the fact that every batch is tested 
to comply with BSS 1142/53. Try as you will... 


you won’t get a better board 
than Lloyd Hardboard 
made in Britain by Bowaters 


LLOYD HARDBOARD IS MADE IN THE FOLLOWING SIZES: 
5’x 8’ x }" or %&” ¥& 4’x 6’, 8’, 9’, 10’ and 12’x }” or &” 


————————_ 
<I BOWATERS BUILDING BOARDS LIMITED 
BOWATER HOUSE, STRATTON ST., LONDON, W.I. Tel: GROsvenor 416! 
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FALKUS 


BROS. LTD. 





BUILDING CONTRACTORS - 





CRAFTSMANSHIP 
THROUGH APPRENTICESHIP 


is our watchword and to do things finely and 


thoroughly is our endeavour. 


The FALKUS ORGANISATION 


has achieved in no small degree the satisfaction - 
which derives from good workmanship and a 


worthy Clientele gives hearty assent. 


46 + BISHOPSGATE - EC2 


Telephones : 
London Wall 1876 Bishopsgate 3381-4 (4 lines) 


Telegrams : 
“Falbrowok, Spimark, London” 
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A BUILDING EXPERIMENT ° AT OMDURMAN 


Encouraging Results from a Test of the Carlstein Block Press 


[From a Correspondent] 


7 HE last decade has seen great advances 

in the general living standards of 
the Sudanese people, and in the northern 
part of the country this has been accom- 
panied by an increasing tendency towards 
urbanisation brought about by the pros- 
pects of better employment amidst the 
social amenities of the towns. A steady 
drift of people from countryside to town 
always creates a housing problem and in 
the Sudan, a vast country of scattered 
communities struggling against the natural 
poverty of a land many parts of which are 
desert or swamp, the fundamentals of 
any building programme—speed, simple 
erection techniques and cost—present a 
complicated problem. 

The prefabricated dwellings which have 
appeared in the housing programmes of 
other countries are beyond the resources 
of the nation’s economy, and the shortage 
of trained labour would be a handicap in 
any extensive mechanisation of building 
operations. However, the Carlstein block 
press, here illustrated, may, if generally 
adopted, play an important part by almost 
doubling the rate of house erection in 
the Sudan, at the same time effecting 
some reduction of costs. 


SOUTH AFRICAN INVENTION 


The press is an invention of a South 
African mining engineer of Swedish 


Filling the hopper of the press with a mixture of damp earth 
and cement ready for the next block. 


origin, Mr. J. B. Carlstein. A number of 
these presses, manufactured in the 
Kimberley factory of Mr. Carlstein’s 
brother, bave been in successful operation 
in the Union of South Africa for about 
three years. 

The Sudan is believed to be the first 
country outside the Union to use the 
press. It is of simple design and the 
motivating power is compressed air. The 
technique of using the press is easily 
acquired by local labour, and the daily 
output of a Sudanese operator averages 
800 blocks ; this figure is for a seven-hour 
working day, and is roughly the same as 
that general in South Africa where the 
machine is used in better working condi- 
tions. 


LOCAL MATERIALS 


The press compacts blocks from 
traditional local materials, with or without 
a stabilising element such as cement or 
lime. The mixed raw material is fed into 
a hopper and production does not stop 
whilst the hopper is being reloaded, so 
that the flow of blocks from the press is 
limited only by the capacity of the working 
team. The press produces moulded 
hollow blocks measuring 18 in. by 6 in. 
by 6in., which are interlocking and self- 
aligning—two features which make for 
easy laying and help to maintain a steady 


A labourer laying one of the blocks. 
for true building ‘and general supervision. 
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ratio between the speed of house erection 
and the rate of block production. ' 

A Carlstein block press is now producing 
blocks for houses being built at Omdurman 
for occupation by married private soldiers 
of the Sudan Defence Force. For these 
houses the press is compacting blocks of 
a mixture of 91 per cent. local earth and 
9 per cent. cement. On this site in one 
working day two bricklayers with the 
assistance of eight unskilled labourers 
established a record of 1,261 blocks laid 
in 74 hours—the equivalent of 5,416 
Sudan Public Works Department 9 in. 
red bricks—a tribute to the accuracy of 
the size and measurement of each indi- 
vidual block produced, and a feat impossi- 
ble in the same time with a similar labour 
team laying ordinary bricks. 

The houses, designed by the Public 
Works Department, have two rooms 
each 15 ft. by 12 ft., a third room 15 ft. by 
9 ft. 6in., a kitchen, shower bath, and a 
simple septic tank latrine. Using the 
blocks the average cost of a wall (6sq. yds. 
superficial area) for these houses is 
*fE2.231 against £E3.295 for 9 in. red 
bricks. For each house on this site the 
total block walling costs only £E98.00 
against an estimate of £E145.00 for red 
bricksa saving of £E47.00, and the 
total cost of each house is working out at 
about £E400.00; a price which is 
£E200.00° lower than the figure of 
£E600.00 tendered by a contractor. 


A PILOT SCHEME 


This particular housing scheme at 
Omdurman is a relatively small project, 
* £El = £1 0s. 6d. 





The mason is responsible 
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but it has been used as a pilot scheme on 
which Carlstein blocks could be tested in 
the Sudan, and the day-to-day results on 
this site have supported the purely 
statistical evidence of the machine’s 
advantages. 'This is encouraging for the 
Sudan Government, because in tropical 
countries housing shortages rapidly 
become running sores across the face of 
the community, and it seems that in the 
Carlstein block press there exists a key 
to the problems of high-speed housing of 
reasonable standards at a cost within the 
range of the exchequer. 

The photographs reproduced here were 
supplied by the Public Relations Branch, 
Sudan Government, Khartoum. 


SOME ASPECTS OF LOCAL 
AUTHORITY CONTROL 


Control Over Development 


From a Legal Correspondent 


ANY practical points of. interest to 
builders arise when permission is sought 
from the local authority to carry out de- 
velopment. One instance occurred recently 
where permission was granted under by-laws 
and planning for the building of a house. 
Usually, under-a recent order, permission is 
granted by the Ministry of Works for houses 
up to 1,500 sq. ft. For larger houses than 
this licences are issued by the local authority. 
The applicant required a local authority 
licence as he needed a larger house by reason 
of increase in family, but his application for 
a licence was refused by the local authority. 
An unusual position here arises. If planning 
permission is refused there is an appeal to 
the Minister, but there is no such appeal 
against refusal of building licences even in 
these days when licences are freely granted. 
All that can be done is to place the facts 
before the appropriate Regional Officer of 
the Ministry of Works and see if he can use 
his persuasive ability on the local authority 
who are acting under delegated powers in 
this matter. 


MINISTERIAL INQUIRIES 


Those who are unaccustomed to Minis- 
terial procedure and confuse a public inquiry 
with a Court of Law sometimes suggest that 
the Minister has consulted an outside body 
and that he gave undue weight to representa- 
tions which were not made at the public 
inquiry. It is always difficult to decide how 
far a Minister is acting judicially or admini- 
stratively. If he is acting judicially it is 
not only important that justice must be done 
but that it must also appear to have been 
done. It is, however, the usual practice of 
Government Departments to consult among 
themselves and this procedure is approved in 
a recent case. 

In Darlassis v. Minister of ‘Education, 
heard by Mr. Justice Barry on March 15 
last, the London County Council made a 
compulsory purchase of land for a new 
school which included four dwelling houses 
two of which were owned by the appellant 
and one of which was, in fact, occupied by 
her. A joint inquiry was held at the instance 
of the Ministry of Education before inspec- 
tors appointed by the Ministry of Education 
and the Minister of Housing. 

An inspector reported that another site at 
High Trees which was suggested by the 
appellant as an alternative site might be 
more suitable. The Minister of Education 


thereupon consulted the Ministry of Housing 
who indicated that they wished this site to 
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continue to be available for housing. At all 
times the Minister had kept the appellarit 
fully informed and the appellant in an action 
claimed that the Minister had acted on a 
communication from another Department 
without giving the appellant an opportunity 
of challenging its accuracy so that the con- 
firmation of the order was outside the Minis- 
ter’s powers. It was held that the Minister 
exercised administrative and quasi-judicial 
functions at the same time and that her 
decision was one of policy and that the 
appellant had therefore no proper ground for 
complaint. The appeal was dismissed. 


DEVELOPMENT PLANS 


The advent of the development-plan era 
appears to cause certain difficulties. It is 
not always realised that the development plan 
is flexible rather than rigid. Until a 1954 
Direction, consent of the Minister had to be 
received before planning permission could be 
granted for development which did not 
accord with the development plan. The 
Town and Country (Development Plans) 
Direction, 1954, leaves a greater discretion 
to the local authority, although they are 
asked to exercise this discretion “ where it 
would neither involve a substantial departure 
from the provisions of the plan nor in- 
juriously affect the amenity of adjoining 
land.” 

If, of course, land is designated as subject 
to compulsory purchase under the plan then 
the opportunity of objections should be taken 
at the time of the plan as if-this opportunity 
be lost there is no further chance given when 
the actual purchase order is made. In prac- 
tice, however, the designation powers have 
not been used very much in relation to 
development plans, probably in order to facili- 
tate the public inquiries and confirmation of 
the plans. Those who have authorised uses 
can continue to carry on those uses and if 
they are disturbed, compensation is payable. 
Difficulties may, of course, arise when an 
owner wishes to sell land as ‘its position in 
relation to the development plan may affect 
its value to a purchaser. For instance, a good 
building plot may be threatened by the pro- 
spects of the erection of a school on the site. 


ACCESS TO THE HIGHWAY AND 
CROSSINGS 


Some interesting points arise in connection 
with access to houses. Suppose a house has 
been erected and access is required from the 
road to the garage. The erection of the 
garage is within the curtilage of the dwelling 
house and therefore the access to the garage 
may be deemed part of the garage and no 
planning permission is required. Normally, 
the making of access constitutes an “en- 
gineering operation,” a form of development, 
and would require planning permission. In 
fact, despite the protection given, permission 
is still required to be given under the terms 
of the General Development Order, 1950, 
where the access is to a trunk or classified 
road, even where the main development takes 
place within the curtilage. 


It does not appear to be a good planning 
condition that the highway authority shall 
make the crossing as that appears to take 
away the applicant’s right to do what he 
proposes. This is not properly governed by 
planning. At the same time, the local 
authority have responsibilities as highway 
authority for not only the carriageway but 
the footpath and it would appear that as 
highway authority as opposed to planning 
authority they can insist on constructing the 
crossing themselves if they so desire. 
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OBITUARY 
B. Price Davies, FRIBA, FRICS 


WE REGRET to record the death on Sep- 
tember 12 of Mr. B. Price Davies, FRIBA, 
City Surveyor and Engineer of Bangor, 
North Wales, from 1929 to 1944, and author 
of “Estimating for Building and Public 
Works,” He was 66. ; 

Born in 1888, the son of a builder and 
public works contractor, he had experience 
of practical building before joining Cardiff 
Corporation in 1919. Between then and 1929, 
when he went to Bangor, Mr. Price Davies 
gained Fellowship of the RICS and of the 
RIBA. He was one of the first members 
of the Town Planning Institute, a member 
of the Institution of Municipal Engineers 
and a Fellow of the Royai Sanitary Instituie. 

During his tenure of office at Bangor, Mr. 
Price Davies gained a reputation not only 
as an engineer and townplanner (he prepared 
the first comprehensive scheme for the town) 
but became well known as an author and 
authority on estimating. He won the 
Pickering prize of the Institution of Munici- 
pal Engineers with a paper on “ Economics 
in Construction of Dwelling Houses and 
Flats for the Working Classes,” and three 
times won the gold medal with papers to the 
Public Works Congress. 

Price Davies’s name will long be linked 
with his “Estimating for Buildings and 
Public Works.” This was first published in 
1922 as “ The Building Estimator ” and has 
run through 10 editions. An eleventh, re- 
vised by his.sons, Mr. A. T. Davies and Mr. 
I. V. Davies, will shortly be published. He 
also wrote “Building Laws, Byelaws and 
Regulations,” “ Specification for Houses,” 
“Pricing and Costing” and “ Specifications 
for Buildings and Public Works.” Some of 
these were serialised in The Builder. 

Welsh and proud of it, Price Davies was 
a man of the widest interests, cultural and 
religious. In his retirement he wrote a 
story based on life in the South Wales 
Valleys under the title “They Made a 
People” and he designed and rebuilt the 
Penuel Baptist Chapel in 1952. 


Major A. A. Longden, DSO, OBE 


Mayor A. A. LONGDEN, whose death took 
place on September 20, will be remembered 
as a former director of the Fine Art depart- 
ment of the British Council and as art ad- 
viser to the department of Overseas Trade, 
playing a large part in the organisation of 
those sections relating to the applied arts 
of the Wembley exhibition of 1924 and the 
Paris exhibition of 1925. He acted as secre- 
tary-general of the Dutch, Italian and 
Persian exhibitions at the Royal Academy 
of 1929, 1930 and 1931. In 1949 he became 
egy of the Wernher Collection at Luton 

00. 


F. Willey, FRIBA, FRICS 


Mr. F. WILLEY, FRIBA, FRICS, former 
architect to Durham County Education 
Committee, has died at Durham City at the 
age of 73. He joined the County Council 
in 1911, and retired seven years ago. 


A. J. McGregor 


Mr. A. J. McGrecor, of Gateshead, who 
retired a short while ago from the post of 
Borough Engineer for Gateshead, has died 
at the age of 65. He joined the Corporation 
at the age of 14 as an office boy, and in 
1949, succeeded the late Mr. F. H. Patter- 
son as Borough Engineer. 
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SPECIFY WITH CONFIDENCE 


ROYAL BOARD 


PRODUCED IN SWEDEN 


tanding All Wood Fibre Hardboard 


Details from your usual Building Materials Supplier, or from the sole U.K. Agents 
SPENCER, Lock & Co., Ltp. 
5 Laurence Pountney Hill, London, E.C.4 + Telephone MINcing Lane 2050 (14 lines) 
Patter- 
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American Housebuilding in Transition 
2.—SUPPLY OF FACTORS (continued) 


We continue our extracts from “‘ Housebuilding in Transition,” by Sherman 
J. Maisel, Associate Professor of Business Administration at the University of 
California, published in England by the Cambridge University Press—Ed. 


PATTERN OF SUB-CONTRACTING 
FIRMS 
[IN almost all trades the smallest 

(primarily one-man) firms are con- 
centrated in remodelling, repairs and 
maintenance. The only exception is 
masonry and, to a certain extent, floorlay- 
ing, where the amount of repair work is 
not great and where, therefore, even the 
smallest firms do a large amount on new 
buildings. : 

In masonry, a sharp dichotomy occurs 
between the small and medium firms and 
the large ones. The small and medium 
firms concentrate almost entirely on new 
housing, whereas the large ones specialise 
in big non-residential projects. _ The 
building of fireplaces is the primary 
masonry job in new houses, and in this 
the small and medium firms appear to be 
most efficient. Bigger jobs require the 
capital and organisation: of the large 
firms. 

Floorlaying firms form another pattern. 
Here, firms of every size work primarily 
in new housing. Even the largest are 
concentrated in housebuilding, presum- 
ably because of the relative unimportance 
of hardwood floors in non-residential] 
buildings. 

Painting and plumbing firms resemble 
each other in organisation. In each, 
total volume is characterised by a large 
amount of maintenance and repairs. 
For each, the organisation required for 
handling large industrial and commercial 
buildings is rather great. As a result, 
firms active in new housebuilding fall 
primarily into the small- and medium- 
size classifications. Even among these, 
however, the actual number of firms 
specialising in housing is still only 15 to 
25 per cent. : 

Almost no large painting firms special- 
ise in housing; they depend upon mainte- 
nance work or specialise in large new 
commercial building. Painting in the 
new non-residential work seems to be 
concentrated in the larger firms. Large 
plumbing firms are divided into three 
nearly equal groups—one specialising in 
new housing, one in other new buildings, 
and one doing all types of work including 
a good deal of repair on existing build- 
ings. Again, the problem of bidding and 
successfully completing work on large 
structures apparently requires a special 
type of knowledge and organisation’ so 
that only large plumbing firms enter this 
field. 

Cement and concrete contractors are 
about average in size distribution com- 
pared with the other trades. The smallest 
firms do little work on new buildings. 
About 31 per cent. of the small. and 
medium firms concentrate on houses, and 
almost all in these size groups do a fair 
percentage of work in new housing. The 
large firms are spread evenly through the 
three types of work. 

In summary, it is apparent that most 
trade contractors working on new houses 
come from the small- and medium-sized 
firms in each speciality. About 40 per 
cent. of the firms in these groups do 


specialise in housing work. On the other 
hand, the smallest firms in every cate- 
gory work primarily on maintenance, 
repair, and remodelling jobs. Among the 
largest firms, most flooring outfits 
specialise in work on _ housebuilding. 
Large cement and concrete, painting, and 
plumbing firms do some work on houses, 
whereas very few masonry firms do any. 


Although the absolute number of large 
and medium trade contractors at work on 
new housing may be relatively small, as 
with housebuilders, their percentage of 
the total volume may still be high. In 
flooring and plumbing, the large firms 
account for more than half the total work 
on new housing, partly because the 
volume of work per house in these trades 
is high, and partly because the methods 
and type of organisation used on tract 
work differ markedly from those used in 
scattered houses. Specialists in tract 
work have arisen particularly in plumb- 
ing. If a firm obtains the contracts on 
several tracts, its volume becomes large. 
Since the average house built in the Bay 
area is in a tract, it is easy to see how 
such firms can account for more than half 
the total house-plumbing volume. 

In cement and concrete and in painting 
work, the largest firms account for only 
20 to 30 per cent. of total work in new 
houses. In both these trades as well as 
in masonry, the medium-sized’ firms do 
the bulk of the housebuilding jobs. The 
small firms are primarily important in 
masonry (40 per cent. of dollar volume). 
In the remaining trades, though the small 
firms comprise more than 50 per cent. of 
the firms working in houses, their per- 
centage of dollar volume is less than 10. 

Trade-contracting firms, like house- 
building firms, have a very small number 
of overhead workers. Firms were asked 
to state the number of employees or 
members of the firm working in a super- 
visory, sales, or other off-site position and 
doing no direct labour at the site; or, 
alternatively, to indicate whether the firm 
had no off-site employees and the owner 
did all off-site work in his spare time. 
The latter proved to be the more prevalent 
situation; in almost three-fourths of the 
firms, off-site work was performed by the 
owner in his spare time. 

The one important exception to this 
general proportion occurs in the plumb- 
ing trade. The plumbers’ union has a rule 
that a union employer may not work with 
the tools for more than four hours on a 
job, and then only on maintenance and 
repair work. This regulation accounts for 
the much smaller percentage of plumbing 
contractors reporting overhead work 
done in spare time. In fact, the question 
may well be asked: How does one 
account for the large number of plumb- 
ing contractors who report that they 
spend full time on the site? One-tenth of 
the number is simply accounted for—they 
are self-employed plumbers with no 
employees. The remaining firms average 
a single employee, and are probably non- 
union shops working chiefly on repair and 
maintenance jobs. Because of a shortage 
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of journeymen during the period sur- 
veyed, the union was not strictly enforc- 
ing the regulation against an employer 
working. 

One-third of all firms reporting no 
overhead personnel were self-employed 
owners with no additional employees. 
The percentage without egy was 
lowest among the masons where, except 
for very simple jobs, a hod carrier 
increases efficiency. In addition to the 
70 per cent. of firms having no over- 
head workers, 12 per cent. reported that 
the owner spent full time on overhead 
functions but had no additional aid. 
The remaining 18 per cent. had employees 
doing overhead work, but their number 
remained small. Only six per cent. of all 
trade contractors had five or more people 
in their overhead structure. 

Trade-contracting firms do their work 
over a much wider area than builders. 
With the exception of plumbers, a 
majority of all trade contractors worked 
in at least two or three counties. Further- 
more, the large trade contractors 
frequently may take work anywhere in 
the state and occasionally outside it. 

The spread in area occurs partly 
because of the need to work on many 
more jobs than do builders, since each 
job is smaller. At the.same time, it is 
made easier by the relative lack of 
heavy equipment that has to be moved. 
This ability to move around increases the 
competition in these trades. It may also 
bring in some problems of labour juris- 
diction and may require numerous 
nuisance outlays in the form of licences 
and permits in every area in which work 
is done. 


ESTIMATING 


In their methods of estimating, bidding, 
controlling and scheduling their work, 
trade contractors divide sharply into two 
groups, depending upon the manner in 
which their work is performed in the 
house. The first group includes the 
trades whose tasks are simple, specialised 
and done in a uniform manner even 
though performed on all sorts of houses. 
The problems of laying floors and 
linoleum, of shingling or roofing, of 
plastering and of finishing cement do not 
vary. In this group, estimating, bidding 
controlling and scheduling are base 
almost entirely on a unit-in-place method. 
All controls are built up from knowledge 
of a standard basic unit. Thus the floor- 
layer, roofer or plasterer knows from 
past experience the labour cost for install- 
ing a square foot of floor, a square yard 
of plaster, or a square of shingles, and 
the prevailing materials costs. His esti- 
mating job is fairly easy. The second 
group of trade contractors includes the 
trades whose tasks are somewhat different 
in every house, though variations may 
not be great. These are trades such as 
plumbing, electrical work, excavating and 
grading. Their estimating job is’ more 
difficult. 

Over and above these differences, 
both these groups take greater care in 
estimating when they are planning work 
on a tract for a medium-sized or large 
builder than when they are planning work 
for a small builder. It is, naturally, more 
worth their while to take the extra pains 
in planning for the larger number of units. 
This additional effort often pays off in 
time, labour and materials savings. The 
estimates in both groups serve as the 





chief guide in production control and 
scheduling, 


For the first group of trade contractors, 
whose work is figured in standard units, 
the repetition of jobs throughout a tract 
facilitates controls. The trade contrac- 
tor can estimate the exact amount of 
materials that will go not only into each 
house but into the entire group, and the 
exact amount of labour time to put them 
there; he can use his best workers in the 
first several houses to develop a labour 

ttern for the tract; he can instruct his 
ess skilled, or new men, to follow this 
pattern; he can schedule all his men so 
that they have a specific amount of work 
to do per day; and he can control their 
work by seeing that the amount of time 
they claim does not exceed his estimate. 


For the second group of trades, whose 
tasks vary somewhat for each differently 
designed house, the factor of repetition 
in tract work is even more important to 
scheduling and control. For instance, in 
plumbing there is a definite change in 
technique as scale increases. Since every 
job differs on scattered houses, work is 
done on a custom basis. Measurements 
are taken, pipes are cut to length, and 
joints made in the house. In a tract 
operation, the plumber sets up a site 
fabricating shop. All steps for the entire 
unit are carefully planned. Within the 
shop, heavy pipe-cutting machinery is 


used to cut almost all pipes to their proper 
length. At the same time, a certain num- 
ber of the main joints are prepared. The 
material is then distributed-to each house 
ready for final installation. This change 
in technique can save 20 per cent. or more 
in labour. As with carpentry, pre-cutting 


and pre-assembling enable the plumber to 
use less skilled mechanics on the more 
repetitive tasks. At the same time, it 
increases the efficiency of scheduling and 
control. 

Emerging from an examination of 
trade contractors is the close resemblance 
that they bear to builders in most aspects 
of their operation. In both cases, the 
smaller firms exhibit the problems of lack 
_ of management skill engendered by low 
overhead. In both cases, the larger firms 
display the advantages of dynamic growth 
_ and of improvement in methods. In the 

case of trade contractors, however, the 
level of increase in efficiency with increased 
size of firm probably remains below the 
average for large builders. Trade con- 
tractors, on the whole, have- not adopted 
mew methods with increased scale as 
tapidly as builders, perhaps because of 
their still low overhead. They use 
approximately the same amount of 
machinery on all jobs and often hesitate 
to adopt new machines and methods of 
materials handling. 


It should be stated, in fairness, that 
variation in methods is great, and that 
the knowledge required to test the 
efficiency of any specific potential change 
is frequently lacking. In some instances 
it may be that, being specialists, they are 
already using highly specialised methods 
and equipment. In addition, there are 
important recent examples of increased 
use of machinery with scale, such as heavy 
pipe-cutting equipment on large plumb- 
ing jobs, taping machines, and machine 
trowels. 

Whatever the efficiency of the trade 
contractor may be, it is only rarely that 
the builder can exercise any influence 
towards improving it. Most builders do 
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not have the time or supervisory per- 
sonnel to analyse the trade contractors’ 
problems. nly a few large builders 
would be in a position to do this, and 
for them it probably would not be neces- 
sary, since the trade contractors on large- 
scale projects doubtless have grown 
sufficiently to perform this task them- 
selves. Most builders must accept what 
the sub-contractors offer and content 
themselves with the knowledge that it is 
probably better than they could do 
themselves. 


LABOUR 


Twenty-eight per cent. of the cost of 
the typical house is paid to on-site labour. 
This amount varies somewhat, depending 
on the degree of custom work, the degree 
of finish of materials when they are pur- 
chased, and the efficiency of the firm’s 
management, A description of the factor 
of labour in house building’s supply picture 
must include discussion of four questions: 
the amount of labour available; the type of 
workers; the wage rates charged; and 
finally, the manner in which the workers 
are organised. These elements comprise 
the relationships with which the builder 
must deal in planning his organisation 
and production processes. If the supply, 
quality or price of a particular kind of 
labour is unsatisfactory, the builder may 
attempt to substitute other factors by 
changing the production process, altering 
the location at which labour is applied, 
or varying the type of skills required. 
His ability to make such changes depends 
upon the institutional structure of labour’s 
organisation. 

The first condition to be considered is 
the size of the labour force and the 
changes that have occurred in it. This 
condition affects the number of houses 
that can be built as well as the efficiency 
wages that will have to be paid. A prob- 
lem common to most other factors of 
supply arises again in studying the house- 
building labour force—the difficulty of 
defining the group concerned and of 
separating labour employed in the house- 
building industry from construction 
labour in general. It has been observed 
that trade contractors move freely 
among house-building jobs, other con- 
struction, and maintenance or repair 
work; .it follows that the labour they 
employ performs its tasks on the same 
diversified projects. Workers who do not 
remain with one firm but migrate from 
job to job find themselves engaged on all 
kinds of construction which can use their 
particular skill. Organisation of labour 
in the construction industry takes account 
of this overlap between types of work. 
Unions recruit workers employed on all 
kinds of construction work, and labour 
contracts are entered into between unions 
and employers representing all types of 
construction firms. 

The number of construction workers 
reported by the Census for California 
was 316,000, whereas the national total 
was 3,480,000. These figures include all 
types of workers besides those engaged 
specifically on house building. 

The rapid growth in the. labour force 
has played an important part in the total 
ube appensene field. Although construc- 
tion is usually considered to be a skilled 
trade require, Wee practice, the need for 
labour can met fairly well when 
demand rises. During most of the post- 
war period, the labour supply was tight 
but, except for a few special crafts, the 
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tightness was no worse for buildin 
trades than for skilled labour in cuneral 
In addition to drawing from other fields, 
housebuilding gains additional flexibility 
by age | able to hire workers oe 
from .other types of building. ese 
shifts within the building field can be par- 
ticularly. important in local areas. 
might be expected, the rapid 
increase in the number of workers 
affected the second labour condition 
under discussion. Both the composition 
and quality of the whole shifted greatly. 
The influx of new workers caused a 
general lowering of labour quality and 
efficiency, marked by a decrease in the 
level of skill. Men had to be, and were, 
trained rapidly, but there was not. time to 
develop them into the versatile craftsmen 
found among the old-timers in the trades, 
The labour force of the construction 
industry differs in two important respects 
from that of other industries. First, 
because of the heavy nature of the work, 
construction labour is composed ost 
exclusively of men, whereas in many 
industries, such as manufacturing, nearly 
a quarter of the employees are women. 
Second, the average skill—and conse- 
quently the average age—of construction 
workers is higher. In California in 1947, 
even with the tremendous influx of 
labourers which had already occurred, the 
average age of male construction workers 
was 38.2 years. Those employed by 
builders were somewhat older than those 
employed by special trade contractors— 
38.8 as compared with 37.4 years. The 
average age for all male workers in the 
state was 37.1, whereas in manufacturing 
employment it was 36.7 years. Thus it 
may be seen that the average employee of 
a building contractor is two years older 
than his counterpart in other industries, 
although the work he does is likely to be 
more exposed and more difficult than else- 
where. Another statistic pointing up this 
age differential is that 25 per cent. of 
building employees are more than 50 
years of age, compared with 20 per cent. 
of those employed in manufacturing. 


WORKERS’ EARNINGS 


The earnings of construction workers 
are somewhat higher than are those of 
employees ig other industries. For 
instance, employees of builders in the 
United States earned an average of $68.56 
per week worked in 1950 and those of 
specialised trade contractors earned 
$77.77 per week compared with an 
average of $59.33 for all employees in 
manufacturing industries. This means 
that builders’ employees earned 16 per 
cent. more per week than manufacturing 
labour, and special trade mechanics 
earned 31 per cent. more. To achieve these 
earnings, building workers put in, on the 
average, fewer hours per week than 
other employees. In 1950 employees of 
building contractors worked 35.8 hours 
and those of special trade contractors 
36.7 hours a week compared with 40.5 for 
manufacturing workers. These lower 
average hours reflect not only a shorter 
work week, but also weather and schedul- 
“ problems and more time between 
jobs. 
Since the work week is shorter and the 
average weekly earnings greater in con- 
struction, it is plain that the hourly pay 
rates are higher than in other industries. 
Builders’ employees make an hourly rate 
31 per cent. higher than manufacturers’. 
The increase in hourly earnings of build- 
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manufacture and supply 
fireplaces 


A part of the Eastwoods Organisation is devoted to the manufacture of tiled fireplaces 

and surrounds. This Division produces a standard range of some 22 designs 

which meet all normal requirements of size and design for dwelling houses. 

Architects and Contractors can, therefore, look to Eastwoods to supply all the fireplaces 
required for housing projects, while Builders can call on their own Eastwoods Depot 

to supply fireplaces for either single new houses or for modernisation of existing dwellings. 
In addition to the manufacture of these standard designs Eastwoods also offer 

Architects manufacturing resources for the production of fireplaces to their own special designs. 
A broadsheet is available on request which illustrates and identifies all the fireplaces 

within the standard range. Your nearest Eastwoods Depot or Head Office will send it to you. 
They will also be very happy to discuss the production of special designs. 
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THE FINEST QUALITY MOTTLED GLAZED TILES ARE USED 
CONCRETE IS WELL REINFORCED WITH MILD STEEL OF ADEQUATE SECTION 
CIMENT FONDU IS USED EXCLUSIVELY @ SKILLED CRAFTSMEN ONLY ARE EMPLOYED 


EASTWOODS SALES LIMITED 


t 
Head Office: Eastwood House, City Road, London, E.C.1. _Tel.: CLErkenwell 2040 (30 lines) 
° FIREPLACE DEPARTMENT: NORMAN ROAD* GREENWICH 
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Demountable partitioning by Compactom in the : 
St. Swithin’s House offices of The Shell Petroleum Company Ltd., London. 


When 
you 
& 
decide 
to i 
=. 8 - 
divide = & os a you'll find the most suitable materials and 


finishes for all requirements combined in Compactitioning — 









the complete, individual service of 


COMPACTOM PARTITIONING 


Write for full details to... 0 et i oe s COMPACTOM LTD., OXGATE LANE, CRICKLEWOOD, LONDON, N.W.2 
Telephone : GLAdstone 2600, 8887 




















Centering 


For flat slab, vaulted or domed roof 
construction, HICO Centering, by reason 
of its light weight, ease of assembly, 
erection and striking, speeds up 

work and substantially reduces costs. 
HICO is adaptable to any size, type and 
profile of span; it has a high weight 
carrying capacity yet units are easily 
carried by one man. Write today for the 


BK99 


new HICO catalogue number 107. 
Cut out your props 


Use HICD | 


BLAW KNOX LTD. (Box 113) 90-94 Brompton Road, London, S.W.3. Tel: KENsington 5151 
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ing employees since 1940 has been slightly 
less than that of pape me 
employees—109 per cent. as against 12 
—but the increase in the post-war period 
from 1946 to 1950 has been nearly 
equal at 36 per cent. 

All the foregoing figures and com- 
parisons should, of course, be considered 
with care and discrimination and in their 
context. Although they are indications 
of the cost of labour to housebuilders, 
they are not an indication of greater 
annual eannings over a long period of time 
or of undue prices for building labour. 
The statistics report the earnings of 
those actually employed in_ selected 
weeks. If building workers had had more 
weeks of unemployment than those in 
other industries during the period studied, 
as they probably did during the pre-war 
period, their total incomes would be 
relatively less. But since the war, unem- 
ployment has not been a characteristic 
of the construction industry, particularly 
for the special trade employees, who have 
both higher earnings when working and 
a higher likelihood of uninterrupted 
employment. 


THE UNIONS 


The housebuilding industry in the Bay 
area is almost completely unionised. 
There are no known open-shop projects. 
On only a few jobs, and even then in only 
some crafts, are non-union men 
employed. These exceptions to. the 
general unionisation are found in’ the 
small non-union shops doing primarily 
maintenance and repair work. Unions in 
many crafts exclude small one-man firms 
which do not ordinarily work on new 
housing, as a matter of policy, but these 
small, non-union shops do occasionally 
accept sub-contracts on individual new 
houses. Consequently, such houses are 
built under partial non-union conditions, 
but their number is so small and their 
importance so slight that no one pays 
much attention to them. Typically, the 
non-union sub comes on the site when no 
others are there, does his work, and 
departs before others arrive. 

In the Bay area, the union men in the 
industry are divided into twelve inter- 
national groups with about 85 locals. The 
internationals are as follows: 
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Bricklayers, Masons and Plasterers’ 
International Union of America. 

United Brotherhood of Carpenters and 
Joiners of America. 

International Brotherhood of Electrical 
Workers. 

International 
Engineers. 

International Hod Carriers, Building 
and Common Labourers’ Union of 
America. 

Wood, Wire and Metal Lathers Inter- 
national Union. 

Brotherhood of Painters, Decorators 
and Paper Hangers of America. 

Operative Plasterers’ and Cement 
Masons’ International Association. 

United Association of Journeymen and 
Apprentices of the Plumbing and Pipe- 
fitting Industry of the United States and 
Canada. 

United Slate, Tile and Composition 
Roofers, Damp and Waterproof Workers’ 
Association. 

Sheet Metal Workers’ 

Association. 

International Brotherhood of Team- 
sters, Chauffeurs, Warehousemen and 
Helpers. 

Each of these unions has its own com- 
plex set of rules and procedures differing 
in varying degrees from the regulations of 
each of the others. ‘They are all, of 
course, extremely important to the house 
builder since they determine to a large 
extent the supply and cost of his labour. 
The building unions have a reputation for 
ruthlessness, for striking over minor issues, 
and for becoming involved in an excessive 
number of jurisdictional disputes. The 
record of the post-war period, however, 
does not bear this out. 

There were 12 strikes in the consiruc- 
tion industry in the Bay area in 1949 and 
1950, costing a total time loss of 20,203 
man-days, or about an hour of strike time 
per construction employee per year. Of 
the 12 strikes in the Bay area, 11 were for 
wages or so-called fringe benefits, 
primarily travel pay and welfare funds. 
Only one major strike was jurisdictional. 
This occurred on a project where a fight 
developed between the carpenters and the 
roofers as to which group should lay com- 
position shingles. Building on a large 
tract was halted off and on for short 
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periods over a period of six months. A 
decision was finally handed down in 
favour of the roofers by the National 
Joint Board for Settlement of Jurisdic- 
tional Disputes. 

FINANCING 


Combining all types of builders and all 
types of financing, one finds that in the 
last half of 1949 banks made permanent 
loans on more than half the houses built. 
These were almost entirely insured or 
guaranteed and a large percentage of them 
was resold in the secondary markets. 
Savings and loan associations made 
about 4 per cent. of the loans, more than 
80 per cent. of which were guaranteed 
or insured. Insurance and mortgage 
companies accounted for loans on about 
30 per cent. of the houses, and of these 
80 per cent. were also insured. Indi- 
viduals made loans on 2 per cent. of the 
houses, and these were almost entirely 
uninsured. The final 9 per cent. of the 
houses were bought for cash. 


ROLE OF LOCAL GOVERNMENTS 


A description of the factors of supply 
in housebuilding would not be complete 
without mention of the part played by 
local units of government in the issuing 
of licences and permits and in the ad- 
ministration of building codes. By issuing 
building permits, these governmental 
units supply the right to use the land, 
and, together with private companies, 
they furnish the necessary utilities. 

The total number of building-permit 
issuing centres in the Bay area is 52, but 
the average firm deals with only a few 
of these centres. Only about 30 firms 
built in more than three permit centres. 
In addition to building permits, however, 
firms frequently require a _ business 
licence and permit to obtain utilities. If 
the firm is developing new land, the 
number of governmental agencies 
involved increases, since the layout of 
the site and the type of streets and utili- 
ties have to be approved by planning 
commissions and by the water and sewer 
districts, and the state has to approve the 
financial aspects of the sub-dividing. 

With the exception of negotiations over 
approval for new sites, relations between 
builders and local government authori- 
ties tend to be harmonious and stable. 
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11° CAVITY BRICKWORK 


object of keeping all the perishable parts of the roof struc- 
ture of a house, or other building, under cover of the roof 
tiling, has been produced by Finlock Gutters, Ltd., Finlock 
Frant-road, Tunbridge Wells. 
sprockets, it is claimed, imparts a pleasing shape to a roof; 
provides insulation by sealing off the wall at eaves level; gives 
permanent support for standard eaves gutters and a trough 


A course of the 


and saves time on the site and in costs. 


Savings in costs compared with traditional methods of con- 
struction are estimated at 64d. per foot run in ordinary cases 
and 4s. 1d. per foot run where the sprockets are reinforced 
for use as a lintol, as shown in the accompanying illustration. 
Spans of up to 6 ft. 6 in. can be achieved with the aid of two 
4-in. dia. mild steel bars placed near the bottom of the trough, 
and greater spans with the help of RSJ angles and tees. In 
addition, the Finlock sprocket is provided as required, with 
- free gutter bracket fixing clips designed for use with any 
33 standard eaves gutter bracket. 
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Conflicts over new building sites some- 
times arise because there is a divergence 
of viewpoint among the builders, who are 
concerned primarily with opening up new 
building sites at the lowest possible cost, 
and the planning authorities, whose pre- 
occupation runs more in the direction of 
aesthetics and future development of the 
community. 

Builders in many parts of the country 
charge that codes imposed by local 
authorities are too diverse and _ too 
unrelated to the practical requirements of 
housebuilding. This is not true in the 
Bay area, though there are 52 code 
authorities each of which has a separate 
building, electrical and plumbing code. 
The differences between the codes are 
rather minor, since almost all areas use 
the same uniform codes, and the number 
of variations adopted within the uniform 
codes is very small. 

For building code purposes, the Bay 
area divides into five groups: (1) the bulk 
of the area, which has adopted by refer- 
ence the Uniform Building Code of the 
Pacific Coast Building Officials Confer- 
ence; (2) San Francisco; (3) four small 
centres which have not adopted the 
Uniform Code and where less than 130 
houses were constructed in 1949; (4) a 
few small cities and towns planned as 
high-priced suburbs, which have adopted 
the Uniform Code but. with a few signi- 
ficant amendments; and (5) certain parts 
of the rural non-farm areas hitherto 
operating without codes, now in process 
of sooiy wry the Uniform Code. This 
means that by far the largest percentage 
of houses built in the Bay area are built 
in accordance with the Uniform Code 
without additional restrictions. 

The Uniform Code is revised every 
three years. But how carefully do areas 
adopt the latest revisions? Slightly more 
than a year after the 1949 revision of the 
code, it was found that 13 centres con- 
taining 50 per cent. of the housebuilding 
of the area had adopted the new revision. 
Twenty-four centres in which about 40 
per cent. of the houses were constructed 
were still operating under the 1946 
revision, and nine centres, with about 10 
per cent. of the building, operated under 
earlier editions. It might be mentioned 
that the number of changes affecting 
house-building from revision to revision 
is not great. In addition, local building 
officials can and usually will allow use 
of changes which appear in the new 
editions even if the municipal ordinance 
has not been amended. 

As with the building codes, all areas 
have adopted the basic principles of the 
National Electrical Code by reference, 
with individual municipal ordinances 
including some additional restrictions 
over and above the minimum require- 
ments of the National Code. About one- 
third of the houses built in 1949 were 
constructed in areas which had adopted 
the National Code without amendment; 
about one-third were constructed in 
localities which had adopted a slightly 
more restrictive code in a form known as 
the Uniform Electrical Code of the 
Pacific Coast Electrical Bureau. (It is 
predicted that in the future this code will 
no longer include any variations from the 
National Code so far as housing is con- 
cerned.) The final third of the houses 
were constructed in areas which had 
adopted amendments requiring a marked 
variation in methods from the National 
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Code, but even in these areas the effect 
oo the cost of the house was not signi- 
cant. 


Somewhat greater variations occur in 
plumbing codes, though the pattern is 
similar to the other codes in uniformity 
of adoption. 


(To be continued) 


SMOKE ABATEMENT 


Sir Hugh Beaver on the Importance of 
Mobilising Public Opinion 


GIR HUGH BEAVER, chairman of the 

Government Committee on Air 
Pollution, emphasised the importance of 
securing public support for the expendi- 
ture that would be involved in freeing 
the air from smoke when he addressed the 
annual conference of the National Smoke 
Abatement Society, at Scarborough, on 
Wednesday. He said that the Air Pollu- 
tion Committee had virtually completed 
its report, and it would very shortly be 
presented to the Ministers; he couldn’t, of 
course, anticipate its findings and recom- 
mendations. Sir Hugh Beaver continued : 


You have, of course, seen my com- 
mittee’s interim report. I do not think 
that it would be indiscreet of me if I say 
that nothing that we have heard or seen 
in the course of the past year’s intensive 
study and investigation has shaken our 
conviction in the general statements we 
made in that report. We referred to the 
colossal annual cost to this country from 
the pollution of the air. We have given a 
lot of attention to that matter and we are 
satisfied that no figures that have been 
hazarded in this respect really overstate 
the case. We stated in the interim report 
that so far as smoke was concerned the 
cures were known; the only question was 
the best practical steps and the will to 
carry them out. That remains the posi- 
tion. The pollution of the air by smoke 
can be cured; of that there can be no 
question. We stated that it would cost 
money, but any such expenditure would 
be a very profitable investment. We are 
all the more convinced that this is so. 


I would like to direct your thoughts to 
this last point. It is so easy to make that 
broad statement; we believe it to be de- 
monsttably and undeniably true. But 
there are no mechanics for the actual 
direct appropriations of savings secured 
to provide funds for the remedial actions. 
It is only in some nebulous National 
Ledger Account that all the sums are 
debited and credited. It is difficult to see 
how we can do other than. let the saving 
accrue to industry or commerce or art, 
and generally to all dwellers in the popu- 
lated and industrialised areas, while the 
cost has to be met out of the national 
exchequer and local rates and the in- 
dividual pocket. 


THE ULTIMATE ARBITER 


So far as the national budget goes then 
the entries are all on one side. That 
would make a very vulnerable and tempt- 
ing position whenever a Chancellor is in 
difficulties. There may be some better 
solution. That is a problem to which I 
believe you could well devote some 
thought. Public opinion in this matter 
will be the ultimate arbiter, as to whether 
the cost of curative action is to be 
accepted of not. Without some expendi- 





September 24 1954 


ture there is no worthwhile cure. Are we 
eg! serious in our views to face 
at 


Public opinion in this country has not 
yet forced effective action in regard to. 
road safety; will it be any more effective 
in regard to air pollution? This is a 
matter in which your Society can play a 
big part. I think we are still a long way 
from knowing the best methods of getting 
this vitally necessary mobilisation of pub- 
lic opinion. 

And in dealing with this educational 
and publicity work, there is one thing 
that we must bear in mind—namely, thai 
there has been much too great a tendency 
recently, however natural, to emphasise 
individual incidents and effects of bad 
smogs. A smog such as the London 
December smog of 1952 has of course 
good news value. My own committee 
was reminded on numerous occasions 
that we were—so it was suggested— 
fiddling, while December 1954, and al! 
its tragic memories and threats was 
rapidly approaching. I have never com- 
plained of such attention from the Press 
because anything that helps to keep pub- 
lic attention on this subject is worthwhile 
I hope the Press will equally support 
action when it is recommended and 
comes to be taken. 


But it is in my opinion wholly wrong 
to look on this air pollution menace in 
terms of periodical or occasional abnor- 
mal concentrations. The loss to this coun- 
try in health and wealth and efficiency is 
a continuing process. The London smog 
laid dramatic emphasis on what is going 
on all the time. A great deal of attention 
has been given to trying to calculate the 
strength of the particular concentration 
that proved lethal, or the particular com- 
pound or components that were the real 
cause of the exceptional experjence in the 
December 1952 smog. That is important. 
But what is much more important and 
what in my opinion requires no further 
proof is that smoke and dust and grit and 
sulphur are all deleterious and an intoler- 
able nuisances, even when they are not am 
immediate danger. People are entitled to 
clean air, as they are to clean water; and 
they should demand it. 


CIVIC PRIDE 


One of the best ways by which public 
opinion can be effective is, I am sure, by 
the development of a civic pride. My 
committee as we went round were struck 
by the differing attitudes of the authori- 
ties we met. In some there was a demand 
for action that I can only describe as in- 
fectious; but we did not everywhere find 
the same enthusiasm, or the same accept- 
ance of the challenge. There ‘is much: 
work here to be done. 


I imagine that your Society has not yet 
had time to consider and work out all the 
implications and possibilities created by 
the establishment of the new National 
Industrial Fuel Efficiency Service. It is, 
of course, directed wholly at industry and 
is fully endorsed by industry as a whole. 
NIFES is bound to emphasise that its 
objective is fuel efficiency; and it is pos- 
sible to produce particular cases where 
there might be some conflict between 
efficiency and smokelessness in the use of 
fuel. But such theoretical conflict should 
not be allowed to obscure the real fact 
that the efficient use, and the virtually 
smokeless use, of fuel go hand in hand. 
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THE ENTIRELY 
NEW THAMES 


5 cwt Van 


STAND No. 73 


COMMERCIAL VEHICLE SHOW 
EARLS COURT - SEPT. 24 - OCT. 2 
AND AT YOUR FORD DEALERS 


ALSO T0 BE SEEN Thames 10 cwt. Van, 2-3 Tonners with optional 
4-cyl. petrol engine, or 4-cyl. Ford-made diesel engine ; 4 and 5 
tonners with optional 8-cyl. petrol engine or 6-cyl. diesel engine. 
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Syé NEW ALL-STEEL BODY— 
“I built for rugged service. 


3 BEAUTIFUL MODERN STYLING— 


7, 
“I a prestige-builder for any business. 


\/ , 
Sys IN-BUILT QUALITY — in each and every detail. 


Z\\ 


We SUPERB PERFORMANCE— 


aA : iz 
4\ with traditional Ford economy. 


\s 





Sie ‘GLIDE-RIDE’ SUSPENSION— 
7, 


PPPS PP SSS SSSI SS 
extra protection for fragile loads ; new comfort for drivers. 


3 INCREASED FLOOR SPACE— 
“\\ low loading height. 





F O R D Oo F 


DAGEN H A M 





THE BUILDER September 24 1954 











“INSULIGHT” Double-Glazing Units 


for wide windows and warmth 



































Plenty of sunshine, plenty of light and colour are good for health and con- 
valescence. But so is a properly regulated room temperature. “INSULIGHT”’ 
Double-Glazing strikes a perfect balance between the two. The hermetically 
sealed ‘dry-air’ cell between the panes of the unit prevents undue loss of heat, 
and so makes big windows and abundant light an economic proposition. 


Write to us for full details 
PILKINGTON BROTHERS LIMITED 


oy For further information on the use of Glass in Building, consult the Technical Sales and Service Department, St. Helens, Lancs. 
NLD 




















(St. Helens 4001), or Selwyn House, Cleveland Row, St. James’s, London, S.W.1 (Whitehall 5672-6). Supplies are available through 
the usual trade channels. ‘““INSULIGHT” is a registered trade mark of Pilkington Brothers Ltd. — DG.12 
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GETTING TOGETHER IN 
THE BUILDING INDUSTRY 


A British Productivity Council Review 


BUILDING is the subject of the six- 
teenth in the series of British Pro- 
ductivity Council * reviews of post-war 
developments in certain British industries. 
Building is an industry, the review 
states, whose efficiency or otherwise has 
an immediate personal impact on the 
lives of large numbers of people. It is 
subject to bitter criticism, both informed 
and uninformed. It is undergoing a major 
revolution in production techniques, and 
is now operating at new post-war output 
records, 

The review is not a lecture to the in- 
dustry, It discusses what is going on, the 
factors which are influencing its develop- 
ment, and how it faces up to its problems. 

The importance attached to co-opera- 
tion between all parties to a building con- 
tract, from the planning stage on charts, 
is reflected in the review title, “ Getting 
Together.” Mechanisation, new materials, 
prefabrication, the economics of the 
tower crane, the extended use of hoists 
and explosive rivet hammers, and bonus 
incentive schemes (found to be effective 
where they are planned with care and 
understood by all parties) all come in for 
reference. The review also discusses 
standardisation, modular co-ordination, 
tendering and contracting, licensing con- 
trols, costing, training and research. 

Almost inevitably it covers a great deal 
of the ground gone over by the many 
special committees set up since the war 
to inquire into the building industry. Of 
their findings many are quoted that have 
had a bearing on productivity. 

About incentive schemes the review 
states that where suspicion about these 
continues it may often be due to inability 
on the part of management or operatives 
to appreciate that such incentives are, in 
fact, worth while. It is suggested that 
bonus schemes for maintenance work 
could be a subject for investigation 
undertaken by research organisations. 

As an appendix to the review details 
are given of the steps taken by seven 
building firms situated in various parts of 
the country to increase their efficiency. 
Although the methods adopted vary to a 
considerable extent there is widespread 
agreement on the desirability of operating 
some form of bonus incentive scheme. 


RIBA and NFBTE Presidents’ Views 


On the appearance of the review Mr. 
C. H. ASLIN, president of the . Royal 
Institute of British Architects, states: “I 
should like to draw the attention of all 
people who are concerned with good and 
efficient building to the contents of this 
review as it is, in my opinion, of prime 
importance to everybody connected with 
the building industry to make it his busi- 
ness to know what is going on in the in- 
dustry, and to help stimulate and use 
a of the ideas which are presented 

ere. 

*“* As is well known, the industry is one 
of the oldest in the world and many long- 
‘ established usages have become habits, 
and there is a grave tendency not to 
change one’s methods and outlook with 





* “* Getting Together,’”’ a Review of Productivity 
in the Building Industry. Published by the British 
Productivity Council, 21, Tothill-street, London, 
S Price 2s. 3d. 
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the clianging techniques which surround 


us. 

“ The more people who take a keen in- 
terest in the object of this review, whether 
they be architects, engineers, designers, 
building trades employers, or craftsmen, 
the more likely it is that the trades who 
make up the large organisation of build- 
ing will become more efficient and pro- 
ductive. 

“I would therefore recommend to 
everybody concerned a close study of 
this particular survey.” 

Mr. GEORGE GROSVENOR, president of 
the National Federation of Building 
Trades Employers, has also welcomed the 
review. In a statement he has said: “I 
welcome the review for two main reasons. 
The first is that all connected with the 
building industry, from the building 
owner downwards, need to be reminded 
frequently of the recommendations made 
in the reports of such bodies as the Simon 
Committee, the Anglo-American Produc- 
tivity Team and the Working Party. The 
second is that the review recognises the 
steady advance which has been made in 
recent years and the increasing attention 
being given by representative organisa- 
tions, such as my own, to ways and 
means of still further increasing produc- 
tivity and of reducing costs. The rate 
of progress will, I am confident, be 
accelerated as a result of the work being 
undertaken by the Joint Consultative 
Committee of Architects, Quantity Sur- 
veyors and Builders and by the Advisory 
Service, both of which are referred to. 

“I am delighted to see that the opening 
paragraph of the review stresses the im- 
portance of teamwork, This has been 
the keynote of the speeches which I have 
made during my year of office when visit- 
ing the many regional and local organisa- 
tions which make up my Federation.” 

Support for the review has also been 
received from the National Federation of 
Building Trades Operatives and other 
organisations connected with the building 
industry. 


HIGHER PAY IN BUILDING 
INDUSTRY SOUGHT 


NFBTO Conference. Called 


THe National Federation of Building 
Trades Operatives have called a conference 
of executives of building unions to consider 
proposals for amendments to the present 
agreement of the National Joint Council of 
the Building Industry. The conference will 
be held in London in October. 

It is expected that a move will be made 
for submission of a claim for a 9d. an hour 
wage increase. A motion in support of such 
a claim was carried at the annual conference 
of the Amalgamated Society of Woodworkers 
and also at that of the Amalgamated Union 
of Building Trade Workers. 

Applications for amendments to the’ agree- 
ment have to be submitted to the NJC by 
the middle of November, and will be dis- 
cussed in January. 


SUCCESSFUL SAVINGS GROUP 
Employees of A. E. Jukes and Son, Ltd., 


builders, of Southampton, have saved 
£10,000 since 1942 through the firm’s 
National Savings group. The group was 
started in April, 1942, by Mr. R. W. Jukes, 
a director of the firm, and Mr. Reynolds be- 
came honorary secretary in August, 1953. 


Sit 


“ MOTELS” IN BRITAIN 


London Firm’s Plans 


GraHAM Lyon MoOtELs, Ltp., of Fitz- 
hardinge-street, W1, have announced that 
they plan to establish a chain of 12 
“ motels,” which combine hotels and garage 
facilities for motorists, throughout the 
southern counties of England. Colonel W. 
Adkins, a director of the firm, stated the 
company had one “motel” already in 
operation at Newingreen, Lympne. They 
hoped to construct “ motels” at the Silver 
City Airport, Ferryfield, Lydd; London Air- 
port; and in Warwickshire, north Somerset, 
and possibly also in Oxfordshire. They 
propose to have about six in their first 
plans, to be followed by a further six. The 
Royal Oak Motel at Newingreen was estab- 
lished as an experiment to test the reaction 
of the British public, and it had proved so 
successful that the company had decided to 
proceed with further development. 


The plan is to have the rooms and 
garages all in one main building, each as a 
self-contained suite, and to cater exclusively 
for tourist traffic. The company is to es- 
tablish these places near ports and airports 
and in tourist areas as a chain so that 
motorists can move from one to another. 
All the “ motels” will be licensed. 


U.S. COMPANY’S INTEREST 


The Commercial Attaché at the United 
States Embassy in London has stated that 
they had been notified by the American 
Foreign Operations Administration that an 
American company is interested in con- 
structing “motels” on main highways 
throughout Europe. A representative of 
the company will be visiting Britain to dis- 
cuss proposals of the scheme this month. 


DIRECT LABOUR IN PENZANCE 


New Houses Approved to Provide 
Employment for Craftsmen 


AT PENZANCE TC meeting, on September 
14, it was explained by the housing committee 
that the employment of craftsmen and 
labourers had been stopped because there 
was not enough work for the Council’s direct 
labour organisation. 


These facts had. been reported to the 
Ministry of Housing and Local Government, 
and the Minister had agreed to an immediate 
supplementary instalment of 22 houses. This 
allocation would, of course, be taken into 
account when the next general allocation of 
programme instalments was considered. 


Mr. J. G. Corin said he wished to know 
how much longer the Council intended to go 
on building houses by direct labour. The 
housing problem was coming to an end, not 
only in’ Penzance, but in the whole of the 
country, and if the Council had men who 
were redundant it should be told why they 
were being transferred to other departments. 


Replying, the chairman of the housing 
committee, Mr. A. G. BazeLey, said the 
work the men were doing now was under 
the highways committee and it was in the 
estimates of that committee. As to Mr. 
Corin’s remark that they were coming to the 
end of the housing problem he only wished 
that were true. 


The Council approved proposals presented 
by the public health committee for modern- 
ising the sewer outfall system at a cost of 
£60,000. 
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BUILDING IN LIVERPOOL 


Increase in Large Contracts 


S° great have been the building develop- 

ments in Liverpool since the removal 
of building restrictions and controls that it 
has been necessary for the Corporation 
building surveyors’ department to be re- 
viewed in order that the officials concerned 
might be in a position to give the 
attention to their greatly increased responsi- 
bilities in an efficient manner. 

“There has been an unprecedented in- 
crease in large scale building work through- 
out the city, and that is coupled with the 
technical changes in construction that have 
occurred in recent times,” says the City 
Building Surveyor, Mr. G. P. CLINGAN, who 
continued : 

“ Divisional building surveyors in Liver- 
pool have always borne a high degree of 
personal responsibility in their supervision 
of building work, and it is upon them that 
reliance must of necessity be placed for the 
detection of unsound construction once the 
work of erecting a new building or ‘the 
alteration of an existing one has actually 
commenced. 

“In recent years this responsibility has 
both deepened and widened with the intro- 
duction of new and untried methods of con- 
struction and the increased and ever growing 
use nowadays of unusual building 
materials. ... 

“These new methods demand more in- 
tensive supervision on the part of the divi- 
sional building surveyors, and bearing in 
mind that the building by-laws and regula- 
tions do not cover all such new types of 
construction, it is essential for these officers 
regularly to exercise a discretionary power 
in such matters based upon their technical 
skill and experience which automatically in- 
volves them in a greater personal responsi- 
bility. 

“The amount of building work at present 
going on all over the city by virtue of the 
number of building plans approved each 
month is unquestionably greater in volume 
and magnitude than at any time in the 
history of the department.” 


“ Bright Prospects for 1955” 


BUILDING prospects in Liverpool are 
brighter than at any period since the war, 
declared ALDERMAN H. N. BEWLEY, chair- 
man of the Liverpool Corporation Housing 
Committee, during the recent annual inspec- 
tion. He said that this year had been much 
better than last from a house-building point 
of view. 


“In 1953 we completed over 3,200 
dwellings in partnership with private enter- 
prise, providing homes for some 13,000 
people, and it is now quite certain that the 
1954 figures will be even better,” he said. 
“In the first eight months of this year 2,600 
dwellings have. been completed, and the pro- 
gramme is at such a stage that the remain- 
ing four months will certainly bring the total 
figures for the year up to a number not very 
far short of the 4,000 mark.” 


New homes in the suburbs, both within 
and outside the City boundary, were being 
provided at a record-breaking rate. Last 
year, for example, they celebrated the com- 
pletion of the 1,000th house at Kirkby. To- 
day, over 2,200 dwellings had been com- 
pleted on that estate and a further 500 or 
so were at the finishing stages. Moreover, 
the placing of the vast phased contract for 
3,500 dwellings, at a total cost of over £5m. 
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would enstire continuity of completions at 
Kirkby for some time. _, 

Alderman Bewley continued: “ The con- 
troversial] Repairs and. Rents Act is now law 
and it brings with it increasing responsi- 
bilities in connection with slum clearance in 
which, fortunately, we are already well 
ahead of most other cities and towns. It 
will also bring additional duties in connec- 
tion with the repair of slum properties pend- 
ing deferred demolition, and I hope we shall 
be kept busy dealing with the repair and 
alteration of private properties, under 
arrangements in the new Act.” 


The speaker also paid tribute to the work 
of the City Architect and Director of Hous- 
ing, Dr. R. E. Bradbury and his staff. 


Flats Scheme: Ceiling Height Problem 
Solved 


THE PROBLEM that has been facing the 
Liverpool Corporation housing committee 
regarding the ceiling heights of a block of 
multi-storey flats being built in Boyd-street 
has been solved by the generous action of 
the contractors, George Wimpey and Co., 
Ltd., who have offered to build at an in- 
creased ceiling height without additional cost 
to the Corporation. 

The height proposed of 7 ft. 6 in. was 
opposed by the highways and planning com- 
mittee of the Corporation because it did 
not comply with the building by-laws. An 
increased height to 7 ft. 9 in. was suggested, 
but the Ministry of Housing and Local 
Government refused sanction on account of 
the additional cost involved. 


Recently the City Council appointed a 
deputation to ask the Ministry to reconsider 
the position, but now the contractors have 
intimated that they are prepared to build 
at the proposed height of 7 ft. 9 in. without 
extra cost to the Corporation. 


In making this offer the firm stated that 
a lot of thought, planning and programming 
had been given to this project, and the 
possibility of its being disrupted was very 
disturbing. 


SINGLE-STACK DRAINAGE 
Forthcoming Exhibition at RSI 


Mr. ERNEST MarpLes, MP, Parliamentary 
Secretary to the Minister of Housing and 
Local Government, has agreed to open an 
exhibition on single-stack drainage at the 
Royal Sanitary Institute on November 10. 

The exhibition is being organised in 
collaboration with the Department of Scien- 
tific and Industrial Research. It will take 
the form of a four-storey life-size structure 
which will be erected in the Institute’s 
Museum of Hygiene. 

The building of the structure, the first of 
its kind to be erected inside a museum, 
will begin towards the end of this month. 
When completed, the structure will include 
all the necessary sanitary fittings, and the 
provision of plastic pipes will enable visitors 
to see the system in action. 

Already great interest has been shown in 
the exhibition by local authorities, architects, 
builders and plumbers, and provision is 
being made for visits by organised parties 
during the holding of the Public Works 
Congress and Exhibition at Olympia from 
November 15 to 20. 

Arrangements for visits by other parties 
outside the period covered by the Public 
Works Congress can be made on early appli- 
cation to the Secretary, Royal Sanitary 
Institute, 90, Buckingham Palace-road, SW1. 
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BSI ANNUAL REPORT ! 


Growing Range of Work 


THE annual report of the British Standards 

Institution for the year ended March 31, 
1954, has recently been published. It runs 
to a total of 200 pages and provides a general 
impression of the comprehensive range of 
industries which use the BSI facilities to 
prepare agreed standards for their products 
and services. 

Reports on the standards projects under- 
taken and completed during the year under 
review by some sixty major industries occupy 
the largest single section of the book. They 
include a record of several thousands of 
items of “ work in hand ”—standards projects 
which are in various stages of development, 
from the initial idea to the preparation of 
new or revised drafts. 

A separate special section records the total 
of well over 100 subjects in which inter- 
national alignment of standards is being 
prepared through the International Organi- 
sation for Standardisation (ISO) and the 
International Electrotechnical Commission 
(IEC). 

Some 70 pages are devoted to lists of the 
members of the principal Councils and 
Industry Standards Committees working 
within the BSI. 

The first section of the book deals with a 
variety of general subjects, ranging from the 
increased efficiency provided by the Institu- 
tion’s new premises at 2, Park-street, London, 
WI, through research, modular co-ordination 
and Anglo-American terminology, to con- 
sumer goods, publicity and finance. 

A page of statistics indicates the continuing 
growth in BSI’s activities on behalf of 
industry, together with greater efforts to 
publicise what is being done. The number of 
new and revised standards issued during the 
year to March 31 was 286, as compared with 
260 in the preceding year, and copies of 
British Standards sold reached 914,000. as 
compared with 872,000. Of this total about a 
quarter are sold overseas. Subscribing mem- 
bers of the Institution now exceed 8,000, 
their contributions in the year totalling over 
£110,000. BSI has 2,388 standing committees. 
on which 14,000 technicians and specialists 
from industry and the professions serve. The 
number of committee meetings held during 
the year was 3,470. 

Copies of the annual report may be 
obtained from the British Standards Institu- 
tion, British Standards House, 2, Park-street, 
London, W1, price 5s. 


HOUSING IN BIRMINGHAM 
Delay in Year’s Programme 


THE CHAIRMAN of the Birmingham City 
Council’s house-building committee (Alder- 
man A. F. Bradbeer) has stated that the 
year’s target of 4,000 new dwellings in the 
city is not likely to be achieved. The 
number completed would be “several 
hundred” short of the target. The chief 
reason, he said, was the delay in starting 
work on blocks of flats—which now form a 
large percentage of Corporation housing 
schemes—while the question of extra sub- 
sidies was settled with Government depart- 
ments. 

Alderman Bradbeer also announced that 
the new direct labour building department 
was expected to start operations early in 
1955 on a contract for 100 houses, and that 
it was hoped to make an early start, also 
by direct labour, “filling in the gaps” left 
by bombing and other causes among exist- 
ing houses still with a useful length of life. 
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Three-Storey Flats for the 
London County Council 

at Aveley, Essex, 

under the direction of the 
Architect to the Council, 

J. L. Martin, M.A., Ph.D., F.R.1.B.A. 


Main Contractors : 
The Unit Construction Co., Ltd. 





UU 


LATIMER STREET - BIRMINGHAM, 15 + Phone: MIDland 4665-7 
London branch: 643a Romford Rd., Manor Park, E.12 * GRAngewood 7713 


J.C. LTD. 
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Building costs 
come down 
when you use 


BARTREV 


New, British BARTREV is the finest chipboard ever made in this 
country. It saves you money right through every building job. 
BARTREV costs less than any other comparable material, yet it 
does a better job wherever you now use plywood. or blockboard: 
Make the most of its great strength and lightness by designing for 
BARTREV—tight from the start. Because you get it in the exact 
lengths you require, BARTREV cuts the cost of erection, saves 
labour, saves time—saves you money! 














45 ft. lengths of BARTREV ordered for a showroom 
installation. BARTREV can be made to any length, 
subject only to transport arrangements. 



























Use BARTREV for partitions, 
ceilings, doors, fitted furniture 


BARTREV is an excellent building board. 

BARTREV has a:‘smooth, attractive appearance. 

It is supplied 4 ft. wide and in any length. 

BARTREV is available in these thicknesses: }”, 3”, 3”, #”. 
It is not subject to wood’s inherent variations. 

It can be sawn, drilled, nailed and glued; just like 
wood, 


BARTREV is also an excellent core material for veneers. 


Use BARTREV for pre-fabricated buildings 


Design for BARTREV and you cut down on site 
work. Use pressed BARTREV skin, veneered and 
with waterproof finish, for external walls; plain 
BARTREV for interiors. Wall, ceiling, and floor 
panels are delivered as required. BARTREV is 
vermin-free and fire resisting. 


BARTREV 


The only chipboard of unlimited length ? 


The following are the distributors, any one of whom can supply BARTREV to any part of the U.K. 


The British Plaster Board The Merchant Trading Co. Ltd., Montague L. opt Ltd., 
(Manufacturing) Effingham House, Arundel St., London, 14 Bu Stree 
Wallasey— me W.C.2. Tel: Temple Bar 5303 (8lines) | Adelphi, W.C.2 Tel: : Trafalgar 7766 


Wm. Evans & Co. 








< 


(Distributors) Ltd., | The Metal Agencies Co. Ltd., L. P. Thomas Co. Ltd., 
“52 Stanley Street, Liverpool 1. Avon Works, Winterstoke Road, 12 Dixon Street, Glasgow C.1, 
Tel: Central 5171 | Bristol 3. Tel: 64611 | Tel: Central 6092-3 a 
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SELLING SAFETY TO SITE 
STAFF 


Discussion by London Building 
Accident Prevention Group 


AT the recent general meeting of the 

London Building and Engineering 
Contractors’ Accident Prevention Group, 
a paper entitled “Selling Safety to the 
Site Staff” was read by Mr. F. H. 
Gregory, president of the London Asso- 
ciation of Builders’ Foremen and Clerks 
of Works. A report was contained in 
our issue of September 3, and extracts 
from the discussion which followed are 
given below: 


A member stated that on contracts in 
America if the workmen had any 
personal or domestic problem they were 
not sent on any dangerous work where 
their worry would only add to the danger. 
As an insurance company representative, 
he had to deal with a lot of accidents and 
quite a few were concerned with - the 
“casual” labour force. He wondered 
how it was possible for the foreman to 
get to know the man when perhaps he 
would be staying on the job only for a 
day or two; sometimes it is one of the 
“casual” force who meets with the acci- 
dent. In reply, Mr. GREGORY said he was 
not getting at the general foreman or 
agent in particular, it was rather the trade 
foreman, the chargehand or perhaps the 
ganger to whom one should “ put it 
over.” They had perhaps seven or ten 
men directly under their charge; they 
were the ones able to call the men 
by name. Mr. Gregory said he used to 
tell his men that if they were the type 
likely to be a danger to other men then 
he didn’t want them on the job, and if 
they had come with the idea of commit- 
ting suicide then they had better clear off 
and do it somewhere else! He agreed 
the general foreman could not get to 
know everyone, but the chargehand or 
ganger could do so. 


A member asked Mr. Gregory whether 
he could help large firms in the problem 
of getting site supervisors aware of the 
dangers and how to avoid them. He 
wanted Mr. Gregory’s comments as to 
how a foreman would like Safety Officers 
to talk to him. Mr. Gregory thought that 
provided the talk was interesting, then 
one could not go far wrong. If it was 
interesting to agents, then it was likewise 
to the foreman. Approach the foreman, 
say that he wanted to get the men inter- 
ested so that they were aware of safety 
and suggest a site meeting. Once this 
was agreed, put the general foreman in 
the chair and get one’s points over. 


Another way, Mr. Gregory suggested, 
was to invite some of the selected’ fore- 
men up to the head office and impress 
the situation upon them. Then go out 
to the site and see the agent, get his con- 
fidence and then let him think he was 
the one who had suggested the idea! A 
further method was to go round on the 
job, call the chargehands to one side and 
tell them of an accident which had 
occurred elsewhere, stressing the fact that 
one knew it couldn’t happen on his site 
because they were too careful. 


Mr. Gregory said he was right in say- 
ing that in his own Association they did 
quite a lot of propaganda on this matter 
through their journal, and suggested 
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one way of fr tting it over to the foremen 
was to get them to join the Association. 
They did it in the schools and foreman- 
ship training courses. Most members 
were lectured and the instruction was 
definite and plain; there was constant 
repetition and then it was started all over 
again. 

Another member thought it might in- 
terest members to know how his com- 
pany dealt with this problem. They 
started off with district engineers from 
one part, of the country and appointed 
works’ staff to start the. matter by 
addressing them. There had been a meet- 
ing in Manchester which included a cer- 
tain number of general foremen, and it 
was decided that the men who studied the 
matter fully should address the general 
foremen and really get together in the 
various districts. A meeting had recently 
been held by them at the Safety Museum 
by courtesy of the authorities. General 
foremen from London came down and 
addressed them, and they were able to 
look round the Museum at the same time. 
It was now proposed that they should go 
to Birmingham. The member said in this 
way they were able to get it over to the 
general foremen. 


Mr. H. G. WINBOLT said that listening 
to the very practical paper and various 
comments, an idea had occurred to him. 
It was to put safety over from an accident 
point of view. He was convinced that all 
the trouble taken in putting it over would 
be wasted unless they started to agree 
and suggested they had got to get all in- 
dustries to instil the right attitude of men 
to safety by precautions—to know they 
owed a duty to the rules. 


“THE KEY TO SAFETY” 


Another member thought that on the 
whole Question of training there was still 
a long way to go. In his company they 
had tried it out and in some districts had 
meetings of all chargehands, foremen, 
general foremen and agents. Slides had 
been shown and they had the local fac- 
tory inspector present. They had also 
found it good policy to have someone 
from the insurance company, too, to em- 
phasise the importance of giving the right 
facts arising from accidents. He felt that 
the key to the whole safety campaign was 
the ganger and the trade foreman on the 
site. 


Another member said he was pleased 
to hear of the importance of training. He 
was concerned with a series of courses 
for supervisors on one of their jobs; they 
had been getting hold of young men 
likely to make good foremen supervisors 
and had spent days and days driving 
“safety” ideas at them. He suggested 


-this was one possible ‘way in long-term 
_policy of helping to remove the causes 


of accidents. 


At the conclusion of the discussion Mr. 
MILNER proposed a vote of thanks to Mr. 
Gregory and remarked that after listen- 
ing to such an excellent paper there was 
indeed much food for thought. He knew 
that looking back at a later date he would 
realise how much he, and, indeed, all in 
attendance at this meeting had learned. 
Mr. BATEMAN seconded the vote of thanks 
and said that-he had read many of Mr. 
Gregory’s writings and had in fact used 
them as propaganda on more than one 
occasion. He thought that Mr. Gregory 
really did speak from the heart and, 


furthermore, really did know what he was 
talking about. 

Following the discussion, the chairman 
said he was pleased to announce that a 
similar group to this had been formed in 
Birmingham. e also announced with 
regret that he had received a letter from 
Mr. J. A. Hayward, the Secretary, tender- 
ing his resignation. 

MEBMERS’ PROBLEMS 

A member related a “very near acci- 
dent ” which had occurred in his organi- 
sation recently. It involved a diver who 
had a BOT Certificate and had been em- 
ployed by a harbour authority as a diver. 
The man had found trouble with his 
diving suit, called for more air only to. 
find that the inter-com. was out of action; 
and had come up. What were the regula- 
tions for diving and divers? There was 
presumably a revised draft of Works and 
Engineering Construction which had been 
issued en bloc with regard to diving, but 
was there any other regulation? 

Mr. SHorT replied that there were no 
precautions specified in the Building 
Regulations for divers. Even although 
the building or any part of it was under 
ground or water the Building Regulations 
applied to it, in which case the Work of 
Engineering Construction Regulations 
when they came into force would have 
no application. Generally speaking the 
draft regulations for Works of Engineer- 
ing Construction were brief and general; 
the reason being that the safety of the 
diver depended on himself and provided 
he was supplied with the proper equipment 
it was up to him to look after it properly 
and not to go below the surface if he con- 
sidered the equipment unsatisfactory. De- 
tailed information on precautions to be 
taken could be obtained from the 
Admiralty handbook. 

A member related an incident in which 
the shuttering for the roof had been 
carried on a timber scaffold with wheels 
attached so that it was movable, enabling 
a series of roofs to be done at one time. 
The method of regulating was by using 
a hand-winch. The member was recently 
informed of an accident, and going along 
to investigate he found two joiners were 
turning the handles of the winch, and in 
this case had not troubled to have the 
handles engaged in such a manner as to 
prevent their coming off. One man 
thought he felt some movement from the 
back, turned to look and the handle came 
off the spindle; the weight had been too 
much for the man on the other handle 
which had “ kicked” back, injuring the 
second man. An examination of the 
winch revealed that there was a half-turn 
on the winch even when the pawl en- 
gaged. An examination of other winches 
showed them to be similarly constructed. 
He asked if it were possible for the 
Factory Department to take this up with 
the manufacturers of winches. 


VISIT TO ARCON PROTOTYPE SITE 

Mr. A. M. Gear, ARIBA, 12 Manchester- 
square, W1, with the permission of the 
Arcon Group, has invited fellow members 
and friends of the Modular Society to visit 
the Arcon prototype site at Messrs. Taylor 
Woodrow’s works, Taywood-road, Ruislip- 
road, Greenford, ‘Middlesex, at 11 a.m. 
tomorrow, September 25. Members of the 
architectural staff will be in attendance to 
show visitors around the buildings and to 
answer questions. 
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MOW WINTER LECTURES 


Programme for October 


mPHE 1954-55 programme of Ministry of 

Works winter lectures commences next 
month. The programme for October is as 
follows:— 


October 5.—'* Dampness in. Buildings,’’ by A. G. 
Day. The Gas Board’s Showroom, St. John’s-square, 
Cardiff. 7 p.m. 

October 6.—The above lecture will also be given 
# the Minor Hall, The Central YMCA, Swansea. 

p.m, 

October 6.—‘‘ Mining Subsidence,’*’ by Prof. 
E. L. J. Potts, MSc, MIMin The Lecture Theatre, 
Chemistry Building, King’ ‘ College, 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne. 7 p.m. 

October 6.—'* Wood Boring Insects,’’ by an officer 
from the Timber Development Association. The 
College of eb peo Education, New Town-road, Here- 
ford. 7.15 p.m. 

October bg Dampness in Buildings,’’ by A 
Day. The Gymnasium, Technical College, 
street, Lianelly. 7 p.m. 

October 7.—‘‘ Waste Plumbing Fundamentals,’’ by 
R. T. Gillet, BSc; AMICE, etc. The Gas Board’s 
Lecture Theatre, Gas Showrooms, Town Hall Exten- 
sion, Albert-square, Manchester. 7.30 p.m. 


Victoria-road, 


G. 
Albany- 


October 7,—‘* Foundation Problems,’”’ by L.. R. 
Creasy, BSc, MICE. The Technical College, Work- 
ington. 7 p.m. 

October 12.—‘* Water Supply,’’ by George S. Short, 
MA, AMICE. . The Technical College, Northgate, 
Darlington. 7 p.m. 


October 13.—‘‘ Soil Mechanics in Highway Base 
Construction,’”” by H. E. Brooke-Bradley, OBE, 
MiStructE. The-Council Room, the Preston and Dis- 
trict Building Trades Employers’ Association Offices, 
Starkie. House, Starkie-street, Preston. 7.15 p.m. 

October 13.—‘‘ Introduction to Site Costing for 
Builders,’’ by A..E. Chittenden, BSc, AMICE. The 
Bognor Technical Institute, Southway, Bognor Regis. 

p.m. 

October 13.—‘* Lessons from the Continental 
Motorways,’ by Prof. W. Fisher Cassie, PhD,MS, 
FRSE, etc. The Technical Institute, Nelson-terrace, 
Stockton-on-Tees. 7 p.m. 

October 14.—‘' Essentials of Good Concreting,’’ by 
E. E. H. Bate, BSc, AMICE. The Technical College, 
Tonbridge-road, Maidstone, Kent. 7 p.m. 

October 15.—‘‘ a eg Concrete,’’ by H. A. 
Hodson, AMIStructE. The YMCA Hall, BAe oad 
street, Nottingham. 7.15 p.m. 

October 18.—‘* The Structural Uses of Timber,’’ by 
an officer from the Timber Development Association. 
The Technical College, The Broadway, Dudley. 
7.15 p.m. 

October 19.—‘* Waste Plumbing Fundamentals,’’ by 
E. H. W. Gunton, MISE. The Lecture Hall, School 
of Econothics, Bell-street, Dundee. 7.15 p.m. 

oo. 19.—‘“‘ Essentials of Good Concreting,’’ by 
E. E. H. Bate, BSc, AMICE. The Public Library, 
Vernon-road, Scarborough. 7 p.m. 

October 20.—*‘ Essentials of Good Concreting,’’ by 
E. H. MacMillen, BSc(Eng), MICE, MIStructE. The 
College of Art and Technology, The Newarke, 
Leicester. 7.15 p.m. 

_ October 20.—‘* Hardwoods for Joinery and Finish- 
ings,’’ by B. J. Rendle, BSc, ARCS. The Technical 
College, Manor Croft, Burton-on-Trent. 7.15 p.m. 

October 20.—‘* Paint—Its Manufacture and Use,’ 
by P. S. Symons. The Bodhyfrid Hall, i ee con 9 
Wrexham. 7 p.m. 

October 21.—The above lecture will also be given 
at the Marine Hydro, Rhyl. 7 p.m. 

October 20.—‘‘ The Building (Safety Health and 
Welfare) Regulations, 1948,’” by an officer from the 
Inspectorate of the Factories Department, Ministry 
of Labour and National Service. The Guildford 
Technical College, Stoke Park, Guildford. 7 p.m. 

October 21.—The above lecture will also be given 
at the Technical College, MHigh-street, Chatham. 

p.m. 

October 21.—‘‘ Waste Plumbing Fundamentals,’’ by 
E. H. W. Gunton,- MISE. The Scottish Building 
Centre, 425 Sauchiehall-street, Glasgow. 7.15 p.m. 

October 26.—‘‘ Latest Techniques for Electrical 
Installations in Small Buildings,’’ by G. A. Wedge, 
AMIEE. The Ministry of Works Buildings, Ashley- 
street, Birmingham. 7.15 p.m. 

October 27.—‘‘ Opportunities and Prospects for 
wage Apprentices,” by J. C. Cox, OBE, MSM. 

The Gas Board’s Loner Theatre, Gas Showrooms, 
Town Hall Extension, Albert-square, Manchester. 
7.15 p.m. 

October 27.—‘‘ Field Maintenance of Builders’ 
Plant,”” by J. Stafford. The North Staffordshire Tech- 
nical College, Cauldon-place, Stoke - on - Trent. 
7.15 p.m. 

October 27.—*‘ Sener watiee and Formwork.’ 
by A. B. Harman, BSc, AMICE. The Gas Dani's 
Showrooms, a al ey Folkestone. 7 p.m. 

October 27.—** Mining Subsidence;’” by Derek 
Turnbull, BSc. The Marine and Technical College, 
South Shields. 7 p.m. 
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October 28.—‘* Maintenance of Builders’ Mechani- 
cal Plant,’ by H. E. Hodgson. The Institute of 
Builders, 48 Bedford-square, WC1. 6.30 p.m. 


October 28.—‘‘ Latest Techniques for Electrical 
Installations in Small Buildings,’’ by G. A. Wedge, 
AMIEE. The Bognor Technical Institute, Southway, 
Bognor Regis. 7 p.m. 


October 29.—‘‘ Good Practice in Domestic Drain- 
age,’ by F. J. Crabb, BEng, MICE, FRSanI. The 
College of Art, Green-lane, Derby. 7.15 p.m. 


INQUIRY BUREAU 


Painting Over Creosote 


Q.—The doors and certain other wood- 
work in the modernised fifteentif*century 
cottage we have recently purchased have 
been treated with some stain, which in some 
cases has been followed by painting with 
ordinary creosote. 

I now wish to paint these doors white. 
Can you advise me as to any particular 
paint which will “take” on such a base, 
or as to the necessary preliminary treatment. 

5 Wes ee 

A.—Oil stain in itself has no detrimental 
effect on subsequent painting. Where, how- 
ever, stain has been followed with creosote, 
then for a considerable period of time little 
guarantee can be given against staining of 
paint, particularly of light colour. 

It has been possible to provide a seal 
against penetration by the application of 
metallic paints such as aluminium and I 
would suggest that, providing the creosote is 
not new, this may prove to be successful. 
The method to be adopted should be as 
follows: Clean down the surfaces to be 
painted with white spirit; and rub down with 
sand paper in the ordinary way. Then apply 
a good sound coat of aluminium paint, 
followed by two undercoats (lead based if 
possible); and a finishing coat. H.O.D. 


A MESSAGE FROM THE PAST 


Workmen's Discovery at Wollaton Hall 


WorRKMEN who have been repairing the 
roof of the Great Hall at Wollaton Hall, 
Nottingham, have found a letter addressed 
to them by a man employed on similar work 
124 years ago, when the roof was last 
repaired. The letter was found in the beams 
of the reof and is dated September 8, 1830, 
and addressed to workmen who next repair 
the building. The letter’ has now been 
framed and will hang in Wollaton Hall. 

The writer was William Burton, a wheel- 
wright, who was employed on the roof, and 
he wrote in a large hand: “ William Burton, 
Weelwright, the son of John and Hannah 
Burton, of the King’s Head Public House, 
whose ancestors came from London, when 
Wollaton House was first built, as black- 
smiths, born March 4, 1788, having now 
worked for eight years for Henry Lord 
Middleton as weelwright, he (Lord Middle- 
ton) is now in his 70th year of age, at 
Birdsal. The panelling and the top of the 
Great Hall now put up and the arches 
repaired and strengthened by iron rods etc. 
Job was done in a great hurry. Upwards 
forty hands employed. We get plenty of 
beer and I hope you’re not short. I found 
no money, nor none can I leave.” 


FIRE RESEARCH LITERATURE 

Part 6, 1952, of their Reference to Scientific 
Literature on Fire has now been ptblished 
by the Joint Fire Research Organisation of 
the Department of Scientific and Industrial 
Research and Fire Offices’ Committee. 


BOOK RECEIVED 


HospPiITAL PLANNING REQUIREMENTS. By 
Guy Aldis, ARIBA, AADip. (London: Sir 
Isaac Pitman and Sons, Ltd.). Price 85s. 
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REBUILDING THE CITY 
Discussions on New Barbican Scheme 


PLANS for developing the devastated area 
north of St. Paul’s Cathedral, includ- 
ing the New Barbican project, which was 
described in our last issue, were considered 
on September 15 by a special sub-committee 
of the Corporation of the City of London 
in consultation with their planning advisers. 
It is understood that no decision was taken 
by the meeting which would make it 
impossible for the scheme to go through. 
Some divergence is reported to exist between 
the planning authorities of the LCC and the 
City Corporation on whether a large-scale 
project, such as the New Barbican committee 
propose, or a more piecemeal scheme such 
as members of the Corporation have in 
mind, is the better policy to adopt. 

The consultants to the Corporation are 
understood to be in favour of investigating 
the large-scale scheme, but it was emphasised 
at the meeting that the sponsors of the New 
Barbican project would have to show that 
the necessary capital would be forthcoming 
for a start to be made immediately. 

Meetings are reported to have taken place 
between high officials of the Corporation 
of London and the technical consultants of 
the New Barbican Committee, and as a result 
it is expected that the new Barbican project 
will be further discussed by the Court of 
Common Council on Tuesday next (Septem- 
ber 28). 


ROMAN LONDON 


Temple on Bucklersbury House Site 


THE Roman temple which was thought to 
lie on the west side of the buried Walbrook 
stream in the City of London has recently 
come to light on the site of the new Bucklers- 
bury House, between Cannon-street and 
Queen Victoria-street, and within a few yards 
of Cannon-street Station. The temple has 
been fully excavated, within the limits 
set by existing buildings, by the Roman and 
Medieval London Excavation Council, and 
though the builders were due to start work 
on the site on Monday morning it has been 
temporarily suspended. 


The temple occupies an area of approxi- 
mately 60 ft. by 20 ft. divided into a central 
chamber equivalent to a nave, two aisles 
divided by the bases of classical columns, a 
triple apsed east end, and a raised platform 
which is likely to have been an altar or to 
have served some cult purpose. It is now 
proved to have been a temple of Mithras, the 
Persian god whose worship spread through 
the Roman world in the first and second 
centuries. A finely wrought head of the god, 
wearing a Phrygian cap, has been recovered 
from the excavation. The temple is thought 
to date from the second century aD. 


It was stated, it is understood that it was 
impossible to preserve these remains where 
they are because they are in the middle of 
a basement of the new building and that the 
conditions under which the site was excavated 
provided for its return to the owners on com- 
pletion of the archaeological work. 


When the Whitehall Gardens Government 
building was constructed a few years ago 
Henry VIII’s wine cellars, which occupied the 
site were carefully preserved intact, although 
this meant that the cellars had to be moved 
bodily for a considerable distance. They are 
now preserved within the new building. 
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(... but is there a 
Lynx in the house?) 


Your plans deserve a specification that includes the 
‘Lynx’. The ‘Lynx’ is a lavatory cistern. Noiseless. 
Efficient. Pleasing to the eye. Its silent Shires internal 
fitting flushes at a touch — first time, every time — and 
the cistern quickly refills ready for use again. 

The gleaming Duranite shell — designed by a leading 
industrial designer — has no dust-collecting nooks or 
crevices, will not rust or corrode, never needs painting, 
wipes clean with the flick of a cloth, and is beautifully 
hygienic. The ‘Lynx’ costs very little more than the 
old-fashioned type of lavatory cistern. 









The ‘Lynx’ —a flat-bottom cistern of 
up-to-the-minute design — is a vast improvement on 
the old-fashioned, well-bottom type of cistern. 


‘Lynx’ high and low level cisterns are available in 
White Keramic Ware and a range of colours, 

or in Black Duranite. They can be supplied 

with a réversible side lever operation. This important 
feature eliminates the need for handed duplicate stocks. 
< i The ‘Lynx’ has a powerful flush syphon 
conforming to B.S.S. 1125 and Water Works Specifications. 

Fixing brackets are completely concealed. Capacities:—2, 24 and 3 gallons. 





Bi 


; — w7 . 
S16 “"O" Convenience 


Shires are the largest manufacturers of moulded cisterns in the country. They also make W.C. pans and seats, flush-pipes and complete W.C. Suites. Leaflets from:— 
Division D, Shires & Co. (London) Ltd., Greenbottom Works, Guiseley, Yorks. (Factories also at London, and Stoke) 
Shires (Ireland) Ltd., Stannaway Drive, Crumlin, Dublin 




























































Supplied also with 
CAPTIVE WEDGES 
which cannot be lost. 
Quick delivery ex- 
stock and an efficient 
service guaranteed. 
NO-BOLT Scaffolding 
‘Couplers are rust- 
(Sherardized). 












proof 


That’s what NO- 
BOLT scaffolding 
does for you when 
it comes to scaffold- 
ing erection. The 
NO-BOLT Double 
Coupler has fo nuts 
or bolts to tighten, jam or get lost—no threads to 
cross or rust. Simply a wedge—a tap with a hammer 











NO-BOLT 


Double Coupler 
Type S.F.W. 










secures it, another tap frees it. The fastest, safest, 
simplest method of scaffold erection—and no main- 
tenance. With the NO-BOLT system any type of 
scaffolding can be erected at less cost. An 80% 


saving is quite usual. Why not write for details? 


Demonstrations arranged to 


prove that with the NO-BOLT 

System any form of 

scaffolding can be erected 
& at less cost. 


BRITISH BUILDING & ENGINEERING APPLIANCES LTD. 


63-65 London Road, Sandy, Bedfordshire. 
Tel. : Sandy 104 
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High precision machining of 
Po pillar taps on a modern automatic 
machine in the Barwell factory. 


° More 
e value 
° here! 
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UIT 


‘FIDDIAN’ Plumbers’ and Heating 
Engineers’ Fittings are made in a 
comprehensive range to suit both 
home and overseas markets. 
Produced on modern precision 
machines, they exhibit marked 
superiority in QUALITY, FINISH 
and RELIABILITY, and give FAR 
BETTER VALUE. 

You can specify ‘FIDDIAN’ with 
confidence. 


v ? PLUMBERS’ 
( & HEATING 

ENGINEERS’ 

FITTINGS 


JAMES BARWELL LTD. 


HAM, 16 
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GREAT HAMPTON STREET BIRMING 
x ’ Pax Grams: Barbells, Birmingham 

BEFRNERS TREET vw 
LAN gram 6202 
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CURRENT PRICES OF MATERIALS 


1% information given on these pages has been specially compiled 


for The Builder and is copyright. 


It is the intention that the 


details given should indicate fair average prices of materials not 


necessarily. the highest or the lowest. 


The prices apply to large 


quantities of materials loaded at works, delivered at London Stations 
or at site in London Area as stated. Prices for smaller quantities 
ex merchants warehouse will necessarily be higher so as to include 
the stocking and handling costs involved. Due to the exceptional 
circumstances now prevailing it is recommended that the prices 
of materials should be confirmed by inquiry from suppliers and 


merchants, 


AGGREGATES AND SAND 
Delivered site in full lorry loads. 


Average of prices for 


Boroughs of Westminster, Paddington, Holborn and 


St. Pancras. 


Pit Ballast 

Pit Sand ie 

Washed Sand ... 

fin. Shingle... 

jin. Broken Brick 

Pan Breeze... 

Fine or Coarse Foamed Slag ‘Aggregate aC 
2 yds. of fine and 2.6 yds. of coarse per ton 


CEMENT, etc. 


Including non-returnable jute sacks or paper bags. 

Best British Portland Cement. Standard Specifica- 
tion delivered Charing Cross area. 
6-ton loads and upwards, site 
1 to 6 tons, site : 

Ferrocrete Rapid Hardening ‘Cement i in 6-ton loads 
and upwards to site ; 
lto6ton do. site .. 

Aquacrete Water Repellent Cement. 32s. 6d. per 
ton on ordinary cement prices. 

Red, Buff or Khaki Colorcrete in 6-ton lots 

Other colours according to colour. 

In 4-ton lots from 211s. 9d. to i 9d. —_ ton. 

White Portland Cement 
Under 1 ton 

417 Cement (Ultra Rapid Hardening) in 6-ton lots 
and upwards 

Super Cement (Waterproof), 32s. 6d. ‘per ton above 
Portland Cement. 

Cullamix Tyrolean Finish, £9 4s. 3d. to £1017s. 9d. 
(1-ton loads and upwards). 

Lightning and Ciment Fondu Brands High Alumin- 
ous cement, 6-ton lots and up 

Stourbridge Fireclay, = = sat Railway Depot, 
London ves 


BRICKS 


Full Loads. 

First Hard Stocks... 

Second Hard Stocks ... 

Mild Stocks... 

All loaded free into lorry at the works. The question 
of haulage is still very difficult and prices must 
be obtained from job to job. 

23 in. Nominal Fletton — to sites in W. - 
District Commons - ‘ id 
Cellular do. 
Keyed do. 
Rustics ‘ae 
Cellular Rustics 
Single Bullnose do. a A 
Sandfaced ... 

Best Blue Pressed Staffs (London Stations) 

Do. _Bullnose (London Stations) 

Blue Wire Cuts (London Stations) . 

Midhurst Lime Bricks (London Sites) 

Uxbridge Whites (London Sites) 

24in. Best Stourbridge Fire Bricks (London 


Stations) . 
“(London Stations) | 
2} in. Machine-madée Sandfaced Red "Facings 
(London Sites) 
- - Machine-made Multi Red Facings (London 


ay i. Ae? and-made Sandfaced Red Facings (London 
ites 
2% in. “Hand-mie Sandfaced Malti-Colour Facings 
(London Sites) ee 


per yd. 


per ton 


oon nan wo acoanmnoecococo$o“ 





2¢in. Surrey Clamp Burnt Multi Stock Facings 
(London Sites) 

2% in. ae Kiln Burnt “Multi “Stock ’Facings 
(London S Sf 

Glazed Bricks (Londo sites) White, Ivory, Brown— 
Stretchers... 
Headers a 
Quoins, Bullnose and 4 i in. Flats 
Double Stretchers ... an ie 

Double Headers 

One side and two ends 

Two sides and one end 

Splays and Squints ” 
Crean and Buff £3 extra over White. Other 
colours, hard glaze, £8 10s. Od. extra over White. 
All above prices plus 74% for Best quality and 
plus 74% less 10% for Second quality. 


per 1,000 


PARTITION SLABS, etc. 
Delivered Central London Area. 
Ho.itow Cay PARTITION BLocks (Keyed) 
Minimum 
lorry loads. 
y 3 aa aod ‘ai 140 yds. per 
Zt in. ... a8 and 140 yds. saa ead a 
‘See ig aad 120 yds. eed ad ‘a 
4 in. (6 cavity) | * 95 yds. onl PAE ee 
Half blocks at no extra coun 


CLINKER CONCRETE. 

Se cd as ia 100 yds. 

2$ in. pes eae 85 yds. 

3 in. $e ae 75 yds. 

4 in. <e con 55 yds. 

CRANHAM 

2 in. 

24 in. 

r = 


re in. Load bearing quality . oa aa 
FLoor BLOCKS 


3 in. Floor Blocks 12 in. aeiah 12 in. Chm in - 
lorry-loads ... 

4 in. do. 

5 in. 

6 in. 

7 in. 

8 in. 


STONEWARE DRAIN PIPES, etc. 


... per yd. sup. 


bad 


— _ 
ecoocooco f= a 


per 1,000 31 10 
; 34 13 


ecocesceo 2 Oo F 


The following are the percentages to be added to the Standard List prices 
Over 100 Pieces Under 100 Pieces 


delivered London Area. 


hoy 2 tons 


Y 


he 2 tons 
Best Quality 674% 974% 
B.S.S. Best do. tie +674% S10? + yA 
Tesied Quality +374% tone +374% torte 
BSS Ieeted do. 447424674, 4474249742 


3 in. Land Drain ricieca ba = in. Mngene:-- 
4 in. oO. 


TENG 


... per 1,000 


STONE 


Bath Stone— 
Monks Park sad pe mer 
St. Aldhelm Box Ground ‘a 

Delivered in railway trucks at South Lambeth 
B.R. Western Region 

Doulting Stone Random Blocks. Delivered Londonarea __,, 

Beer Stone. Delivered London area sls Pao = 

Portland Stone— 

Brown Whitbed in random blocks, 20 ft. average 
delivered in railway trucks at Nine Elms, B.R. 
Southern Region se aa 

Yorkshire Stone—Blue Robin Hood Quality. 
Delivered to site London in 6-ton lots. 
9in. x 3 in. Rubbed, wennes, throated and 

stooled cills p fon 

12 in. X 6 in. do. _ do. pa pe 

12 in. x 3 in. Plain coping, twice throated... we 

12 in. xX 3 in. Weather -— twice throated Wari A 

14 in. X 6 in. do. 

44 in. x 9 in. Plinth, cuihad on ‘top and face .. 

3 in. sawn two sides Slabs, random sizes 


. perft. cube 


per ft. cube 


. per i sup. 


tion? 
+ 10747, 


10 rr 3 
14 


2 


+10 2 tons 


0 
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STONE—continued £6 & 
Tem plates and Cover Stones, 3 in., 4 in. and 6 in. 
thick, edges coped for rendered brickwork .. perft.cube 1 3 5 
Do. do. fair one | ra amc anes 
brickwork 1 7 10 
Hard York— 
12 in. x2 in. ty Steps, rubbed on top andedge per ft. run 8 2 
14 in. x 3 in. Round-nosed Steps, rub on top 
and front ... per ft. cube : 3 8 
12 in. x6 in. Plain Steps, rubbed top and front 18 3 
2in. Rubbed and Jointed Paving, givensizes ... per ft. sup. 7 10 
2 in. Sawn Paving, edges squared, in random sizes peryd.sup 2 13 10 
TILES and PANTILES 
Delivered London area by road in 6 tons or over per 1,000 
Machine-made Pantiles and French eiantin, Tiles from 
Lincolnshire district : > a “ibe 29 8 0 
Hand-made Pantiles Berkshire district % 4710 0 
Hand-made Double Roman Bridgwater district 58 13 6 
Hand-made 10} x 64 tiles Berkshire district 13°40:9 
Machine-made 10} x 64 Staffordshire district 13.859 
Hand-made Hip and Valley tiles per doz. L oS 
Machine-made Hip and Valley tiles do. ... 1 6 6 
Concrete tiles 104 x 6 714 6 
do. Interlocking (49S) . 18 9 6 
Nore.—Breakage in transit, purchasers’ responsibility. 
SLATES 
First- > agg J Slates from Penrhyn or Portmadoc, carriage 
paid in full truck loads to London Rate Station. Per 
1,000 actual. 
24 x 12 ex 113 0 4 
22 x 12 93 16 0 
p> ee 8415 0 
20 x 12 79 19 6 
20 x 10 7412 0 
18 x 10 53 18 9 
18 x 9 aT: 3: 6 
16 x 10 470 
16x 8 34 10 6 
Note. —Breakage i in transit, purchasers’ responsibility. 
TIMBER 
Softwood— 
Joinery quality Ex. Wharf per standard £105 to £125 
Carcassing quality do. et £95 to £100 
1 in. Tongued and Grooved Flooring do. a #106 0 
Hardw 
Mahogany—African S.E. des do. perft.cube 1 5 0 
do. Honduras do. Se do. es 3 5 0 
Oak European do. a do. i 118 6 
do. Japanese do. Beg do. Re a jah 
do. English Logs sawn do. om a oe 
Teak 8 in. average S.E. do. * Mle 
Walnut African Logs sawn do. an dh ae 
DOORS (in Lots I-11) 
Delivered London area. 
1¢ in. 4 Horizontal wh am 2 4 in. deal 
2ft.Oin. x 6 ft. 6 oi as each L i218 
2ft.3in. x 6 ft. cin. pass ‘she ee be 1130 
2 ft. 6 in. x 6 ft. 6 in. ee pas ae 5 114 0 
2 ft.9 in. x 6 ft. 6 in. 3% oe a 116 6 
2 in. do. but top panel open. Pattern 4 x G in deal . 
2 ft. 6 in. x 6 ft. 6 in. te i oe is 29 0 
2 ft. 9 in. x 6 ft. 6 in. ae eas m: a 211 6 
2 in. Panel, top panel open. Pattern 2 x G in deal 
2 ft. 6 in. x 6 ft. 6 in. Re Bix ae a wat Oo 
2 ft.9 in. x 6 ft. 6 in. iy oa ve i" Faas TR 
SUNDRIES 
Delivered London area 
1 in. Wood Wool Slabs, 6 ft. 0 in. x 2 ft. 0 in. in ’ 
quantities of 1 ton (89 yds. to 1 ton) per yd. 5*.8 
1 in. do. (67 yds. tolton) ... me = Th 
2 in. do. (52 yds. tolton)... bes é 8 114 
24 in. do. (45 yds.tolton)... ee me 10 3 
3 in. do. (39 yds. tol ton) ... 11 53 
Quantities under 1 ton add 1d. per 4 in. of thickness. 
4 in. imported insulation Board, quantities over 5,000 sq. ft. 
— 100sq.ft.2 2 6 
bony Hardboard do. B3. aoe xs : ow Zn oO 
do. do. B7S\@ 
tri ia: Asbestos Flat Building Sheets ” - per yd. sup Sti 
— Felt, 1I-ply ... “48 Bie J ts 1 6 
2-ply é ek Se 
Phery Scotch Glue, in slabs 433 . per a cwt. 5 0 0 
do. pearl ae * S56) 
Croid Glue... ‘ 28 Ib. 1 Re 
oF Nails 3 in. (1-ton lots) ea per ton 16: S$ 0 
do. 4 in. and up (1-ton lots) . 7 52 15 0 
Wire Nails, 3 in. (4-cwt. lots) WH ... per cwt. 2:16 3 
do. 4 in. and up (4-cwt. lots) ee ste Py 2-12 9 
METALS Steet Jorsts, Etc. 
Basis Joists— 
6in. x Sin.,8in. x Sin., 8in. x 6in., 10in. x 6in. 
12 in. x 6 in. see cut to —— delivered London 
area PA 2 per ton ak MR 
Extra for sizes 
3 in. X 1} in. <a 2 310 0 
3 in. x 3 in., 4 in. x 3in., 5 in. % 2b in, et fo 5 0 
4in. x 1} in. ee wine as 3 0 0 
4tin. x 12 in., 24 i in. x Thi “Sree Fors av a fe Bee 
Sin. X 3 in., 22 in. x 7 in. oe oo ae a ie el 
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s. d, 
6in. x Zin. eae perton 1 10 0 
9in. x 7 in. ere sas f a 5 0 
10 in. x 4} in. 12in. x Sin. » iS 0 
Sin. x 4} in. 6in. x 4} in Tin. x 34 in. 
Tin. x 4in. 8in. xX 4in. 9 in. x 4in. 
10in. x Sin. 10in. x 8 in. 12 in. x 8 in. 
13 in. <x Sin. 14 in. x 54 in. 14 in. X< 6 in. oa 10 0 
14 in. x 8 in. 15 in. x Sin. 15in. x 6 in, 
16 in. x 6in. 16 in. x 8 in. 18 in. X< 6 in. 
18 in. x 7 in. 18 in. x 8 in. 20 in. x 64 in. 
20 in. X 7h in. ae eee sai 
Steel angles average price | he saa be on aa . Bs i 
Steel tees ~~ P ae ee ae ot “Mais © 
Fabricated wor livered ‘London— 
R.S. Joists cut and fitted ss ren éxe or wie 2 & 
Compound girders ade Aa aa we aia sie © 
Stanchions sae ees A rps fe sat » ~.03 17 6 
Compound stanchions S34 ee ade wir a = 
In Roof Work—Trusses and Purlins ... ‘oa per. weet ¢€ 
Average prices not for awkward work. 
Mild Steel Ferro-Concrete bars to BSS785 ex London 
Stock jin, diam., we accamanae “Ta » 39 14 6 
tin. diam. es ms per ton extra 312 0 
is in. do. sie a ae a eA ee 217 0 
gin. do. a ee a ies “a 3 a2 6 
sin. do. a bea hie oe sie . 7 ¢@ 


MILD STEEL TUBES 
Tubes to BSS1387 and Fittings. 
Galvanised Tube— W.L. Fittings 


List prices and following discounts: 
Malleable Fittings 


ClassA — 12% 
Class B ne Light + 234% Malleable List — 35% + 40% 
Class C : ie Heavy + 303% 

Black— 
Class A — 22% - 
Class B — 117% Light + 11% Malleable List — 35% 
ClassC + uf ‘Heavy + 183% 


C.I. HALR-ROUND GUTTERS 
Delivered London per yd. in 6-ft. lengths 
Gutters Nozzles 
3/2 2/9 


3 in. / 

34 in. 7 ws es a ame. Oe 3/- 
4 in. am Re. he iy Sec Oe 3/5 
4h in. =e <_ oon or «. 4/105 3/9 
5 in. = oe : Poe eee | > 4/2 

“CLOG. perceione” 
3 in. aa boa - 4/1 3/8 
34 in. sa nse sia ay «- 4/64 3/8 
4in. bs i ae Pe ie we f= 3/9 
4} in. as Sie 5/5% 4/5 
5 in. ‘ 5/11 5/1 
CL RAIN-WATER PIPES 
Per yd. in ive oe ipe Bends 
2 in. oe in ses. “OPSE 3/5 
24 in. Gee we bs iss me 3/9 
3 in. ae Bor es eae Soe) ARLE 4/9 
34 in. aos was ete 2.3 soe OPP 5/8 
4 in. des eee ‘ 9/114 6/11 
LCC. COATED ree Pipes 

2 in. sits bus hi ade 1/7 5/10 
2} in. en wie aoe Sen soos Ce 6/6 
3 in. see sek se wide --- 9/03 7/2 
34 in. ak Re! cas 10/14 8/11 
4 in. 11/63 10/- 


Above prices ms ani, rain-water and soil pipes for under 3 cwt. lot 
only. Lots over 3 cwt. see List No. 3200 dated May 1, 1952, plus 10% and 


tonnage allowance. 
LC. —_ DRAIN PIPES 


n 9-fts. 
cwt. qr. lb. per yd. Bends 
Sea I -i7 24/5 16/6 
6 ee: | 36/3 34/3 


ASBESTOS RAIN-WATER PIPES AND FITTINGS 
Orders under £30 less 124 per cent. discount. 
Orders over £30 less 17} per cent. discount. 


2 in. 24 in. 3 in. 
Pipes 6-ft. lengths ...peryd. 3/9 4/- 4/10 
Shoes ... ae cack 275 2/8 3/2 
Single Branches nd Rf 3/9 4/6 5/4 
Bends square or obtuse ie 2/8 2/11 3/9 
Swan Necks 44 in. proj. __,, 2/11 3/9 4/3 
do. 6in. do. ,, 3/2 3/9 4/10 
Aspestos O.G. GUTTERS AND zwagie 
4 in. 44 in. 
Gutters 6-ft. wae ange yd. 3/7 3/11 ve 
Dropends ... each ~ 2/10 3/4 3/10 
Stop Ends... Ree “A /10 /il 1/- 
Angles oe ae zu, 2/11 3/5 4/1 
Nozzles id Soper Sige 2/10 3/4 3/10 
Union Clips ... Ae 4 1/5 1/8 2/1 
AsBEsToS HALF-ROUND GUTTERS AND FITTINGS 
3 in. 4in. 44in. Sin. 
Gutters 6-ft. ymin se yd. 2/6 2/114 3/04 3/7 
Dropends ... each 2/1 2/5 2/8 2/il 
Stop ends es Rees /9 /10 /il 1/- 
Angles ss Sa ee 2/8 2/11 3/2 
Nozzles en a A eee 2/5 2/8 2/11 
Union Clips ... Saas a See ws 1/2 1/4 


4ton lots 5 per cent, 2-ton lots 24 per ‘cent. 


Branches 
28/9 
58/9 
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concnere FLOORS 


Guailable troughout Great Brilain 


For information, particulars, a technical handbook, or 
to arrange a personal meeting, please write or telephone 
our nearest Licensee :— 


RAPID FLOORS (WESSEX) LIMITED (west of engiana) 


17, GEORGE STREET, BATH *PHONE: BATH 3534 


JOHN ELLIS & SONS LIMITED worth midtanas) 


21, NEW WALK, LEICESTER "PHONE: LEICESTER 56682 


KINGSTON: CONCRETE PRODUCTS LIMITED worth of Engiana) 


RYDE AVENUE, HULL "PHONE: CENTRAL 8414 
(Pte. Bch. Exch.) 


TARMAC LIMITED, VINCULUM DEPT. (West Midlands, also Sussex and Hants) 


ETTINGSHALL, WOLVERHAMPTON ‘PHONE: BILSTON 41101 


WOOLAWAY CONSTRUCTIONS LIMITED (souk wates) 


LANELAY WORKS, PONTYCLUN, GLAMORGAN "PHONE: PONTYCLUN 356 


PRICE & COMPANY (GLASGOW) LIMITED (scotiana) 


INCHINNAN ROAD, RENFREW *PHONE: RENFREW 2242/3 


THE RAPID FLOOR COMPANY L*; 


Telephone HOLBORN 3274-5 
AFRICA HOUSE, KINGSWAY, LONDON WC2 
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As soon as it is laid, 


a BISO N floor becomes a 


platform for other trades ste is lb 


Architect: C, in, 
C.B.E., PRIBA. CéamtyArciteoc: 
Civil Engineering Contractors : 
ie Marples, were .* Partners Ltd. 


















Where working and storage space is 

limited the advantage of Bison is paramount 
because Bison floors can be FULLY LOADED 
within two days of fixing being completed. 
Our operatives have behind them the 

resources of the largest floor contracting 
organisation and erection is carried 

out with amazing speed and efficiency. 

Our erection gangs all over the country 

are fully equipped with lorry mounted cranes, 
heavier mobile cranes for the larger beams, 






and other handling gear, enabling them to 
fix to pre-arranged schedules many 
thousands of square yards a week from 
our five strategically situated works.. 
With our experience of several thousand 
contracts each year, an enquiry made in 
the early stages of design enables 

our engineers to submit a scheme which 
is simpler and often cheaper than 

it would otherwise have been. 


Bi S ON floors, beams 


and precast frame structures 
MADE BY THE LARGEST MANUFACTURERS OF CONSTRUCTIONAL PRESTRESSED CONCRETE IN THE WORLD 


CONCRETE LIMITED LONDON: Green Lane, H low, Middl H low 2323 
LEEDS: Stourton, Leeds, 10. Leeds 75421 
LICHFIELD: Dovehouse Fields, Lichfield, Staffs. Lichfield 2404 
FALKIRK: Etna Road, Falkirk. Falkirk 1585 
EDINBURGH: Sighthill Industrial Estate, Edinburgh. Craiglockhart 1729 





Grant’s House, Westminster School. 
Architects: Carden & Godfrey, A/A.R.1.B.A. 
Contractors: John Greenwood Ltd. 
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METALS—continued Per ton basis 
or ane 
s. d. 
Iron—Staffordshire anes anon bund 40 2 6 
Mild Steel Bars ~ 37 17 6 
Mild Steel Hoops oi ee @ 
Ex Merchant’s 
Stock per ton 
Two-ton a 
s. 
Soft sheets C.R. and C. me — 
20 gauge 46 14 6 
R$ we bee ets pe 47 19 6 
ps 49 9 6 
Gavilan Corrugated sheets 6 ft to 9 oft — 
20 gauge A Pip 53 12 0 
24 oe Sy ae 
26 ga 58 7 0 
Galvanised Flat sheets ¢. R. and he 
20 gauge 5412 0 
24 gauge 56 12 0 
26 gauge oad sa Med ap aes aa ae 8 © 
PLumpers’ Brass Work, Copper, ZINC, ETC. 
Delivered MON area. 
All per doz. tin. in. lin. thin. Ifin. 2 in. 
Sesudamn bib cocks cam 
head for iron 73/6 109/3 
Toilet bib cocks for iron .- 94/6 135/6 
Screwdown stop cocks for iron 63/— 91/3 ings 308/9 441/- 778/- 
do. with two unions for lead 85/— 126/— 223/9 400/- 529/- 1178/- 
Double nut boiler screws 15/9 22/- 40/-— 41/- 56/9 80/- 
Heavy Croydon ball valves 65/— 148/— 226/9 413/9 586/- 
Plumbers’ union rags) ah to 
iron meh 16/6 20/- 33/- 57/9 T1/- 138/9 
— in. 1}in. 2in. 3in. 3$in. 4 in. 
Caps and screws 28/6 34/9 50/6 bn 100/9 131/3 
Brass sleeves a 26/3 26/3 mg 63/- 64/- 
1} x 6lb. 14 x 61lb. 2 x 7b. 3 x 7lb. 
— ha iad with — ne 
oe: | 75/9 121/- 207/- 
Lead $. “ae do. 73/3 91/- 149/- 267/9 
Solder s. d. 
Plumbers’ me aus aie per lb. : 3 
Tinmen’s wee bas nee ee sa jee Ke 0 
Blow p ol 4 1 
Copper tu BSS 659/ 1944 on the basic price of 294d. per ib. plus gauge 
and manufacturing extras a follows. Minimum quantities, 3 cwt. 
tra 
d. d. 
§in. X 19 gauge ms 12} Total per Ib. 41 
fin. x19 ,, Ste 103 eae ree 40 
ee SS ee Pea 9} Sah a 38 
itin. x 18. ,, 8t iD 38 
gm, x 18: |, bi 8} BPE eae 38 
2 in. .x 17 10} wee Sa 
Rolled Copper ‘sheets up ‘to 48 in. wide, basic price £ s.d, 
plus gauge and manufacturing extras... perton 311 5 0 
Sheet Zinc, 10 gauge (25 SWG) 5 cwt. _ upwards per cwt. 616 0 
do. 12 gauge (23 SWG) os 614 0 
do. 14 gauge (21 SWG) = es: 612 9 
Brass tubes basic on = gauge and manufactur- 
ing extras ake ene. per ib. 2.9 


LEAD SHEET AND PIPES 


Basis selling ¥ aioe in minimum one-ton delivery to one address in London 


or Home Counties 
Lead Sheet, English, 3} lb. substance and upwards __ per ton 
Lead Water Pipe incoils . nS a 
Lead Soil Pipe 10 ft. or over 2 in. to 4 in. dia. ee se 

do. over 4 in. dia. aus pot »? 

Lead Gas or Untinned Compo pipe eae * 
Extras over Basis for quantities aoe 1 ton 
5 cwt. and under 1 ton. per cwt 
3 cwt. do. Scwt. aS at ES s oxy on 
1 cwt. do. 3cwt. ’ ee a 
Smaller quantities than 1 cwt. priced ‘specially. 
Supplying sheet lead and lead pipe to less than basis 

weights and cutting to sizes less than basis charged 

extra << to current trade schedule. 
Allowance for Old Lead, collected £94 10s. Od. per 

ton weighed at buyer’s works. 
PLASTER, etc. 

Coarse Pink i in 1-ton loads and over Delivered on = per ton 
do. White do. do. ma 
Sirapite Coarse do. do. Ae: . 
do. Fine do. do. ea Vs 

Blue Lias Lime in 6-ton loads sie bes ine zs 
Hydrated Lime do. tee ae a iid és 
Lump Lime do. S63 wa 
White Keen’s or Parian Cement i in 1-ton loads... ay 
Pink Keen’s or Parian Cement in 1-ton — st om 
= Chips in 6-ton loads Da ee 
Hai -- percwt. 
Geos Plaster Lath or Base Board # in. thick 600 
yds. oe hig in one delivery. Delivered site per yd. 


1,200 y 
Gypsum Fein Wall Boards, 3 and 4 ft. wide, 6 to 
12 ft., }in. thick, 600 yds. and over in one 
‘delivery. Delivered s site ... tFs ite 
1,200 yds. ari bay pai as 


£ 
140 
1 


_ 
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s. 
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oe 
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PAINT AND DISTEMPER 


Delivered London area & © 
Cotas Distemper... pee oi a «- percwt. 1 12 
Washable Distemper heehee ml nes ee 5 12 
Gloss Paint «. pergal. 2 13 
Snowcem cement paint (in 1 cwt. drums) . percwt. 3 il 
LEAD PRopUucTs AND > ia 
Ground White Lead, 1 cwt. kegs percwt. 8 10 
Genuine White Lead Paint, 20 a lots in 1 1 gal. ti tins pergal. 3 0 
Genuine Red Lead, Dry, 1 cwt. k eg percwt. 6 19 
Genuine Linseed Oil Putty, 1 cwt. keg a 2-7 
Size XD quality, 28 Ib. per tin 9 
Raw Linseed Oil (5 2) Drums extra had ... per gal. 11 
Boiled Linseed Oil (5 gal.) do. ae <a re 12 
Sian 
Temata gaits & raf drums extra ... poe . 5 
do. | a | poh a a 
Solignum, ne... (Ss = = Exterior... bi “6 6 
Creosote (40 gal. barrels)... pe a oe 2 
Paste Powder (1 lb. packets) per lb. 1 
White Lining Paper ... had per piece 1 
VARNISHES, etc. 
Delivered London area. 
Oak Varnish, Outside or melt ea ae -. pergal. 112 
Oak Pale Cop al a ws wet ‘cud tai ‘a 1 15 
Hard Drying Oak for Inside... ... par “a yt: 117 
Crystal Paper Varnish do. ... ie ee aes Ms y ee 
Eggshell Flat Varnish do. ... one ave neh Ke Fee 
Finest Carriage Varnish sid so saa aa as 2 10 
Front Door Varnish . aie ae aaa cae a 117 
Japan Gold Size am ae mi ‘e 202 ie a 1 10 
Black Japan ... wa sis aes ae ad te [2 
Brunswick Black at bea eo ne wad i 1 0 
Berlin Black ... Ses ae Sus ave es a | a 
Terebene a ne ion im | 
Knotting (1 gal. ‘bottles free)... dite A ota ee 20 
French and Brush Polish (do. ) Sst ues nes aa 1 13 
GLASS 


Delivered London area. 


4 oz. Sheet Glass, Ordinary Glazing Quality. Cut Sizes ... 
oz. ” ” ” ” ” ” ooo 
260z. ,, re *9 *» *» je 
32 Oz. ” ” ” ” ” 
tin. Rolled Plate ¥ > ea: 
¥s in. and tin. Rough C 
+ in. Figured ale ‘Cathedral, Standard ‘Patterns 
ite dae 

do. Standard Tints ... 

do. Special Tints... = Stel ane 
tin. Cross Flexon, Pinstripe, Hammerstripe, 

Reedlyte and coaeaeey hee 

fin. Wired Cast 

in. Georgian Wired Cast 


— Glass Blocks— 
5? x 5} x 3} in. 
P. Hy 3 4 x 72 X 34 in. 
P.B.32 x 7% X 3¢ in. 
eg is anmed —— to _— wes with— 


P.B.3 
P.B.32 
tin. Polished Plate Glass, G. G. “ Quality— 
In plates not exceeding 2 ft. sup. 
as See © 5 ft. sup. 
45 ft. sup. 
feel Te ee 100 ft. sup. 
din. Polished: Plate, extra sizes, i.e., plates choteding 100 ft. 
sup. or 160'in. one way or 
Not exceeding 135 ft. sup. or wee in. one (eg or ving in. 
both ways ... 
Not prota “A 180 ft. sup. or ditto ; 
, Not exceeding 200 ft. sup., or ditto 
Plates exceeding 200 ft. sup. prices on application. | 
Substances other than } in. Polished Plate at Special Prices. 


Quantity Tariff—Sheet and Sundry Glass. 


“Reeded, 


” ” ” 


Per ft. 


Per ft. super 
s. 


Noe — 


ee 
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96 in. both ways. G.G. quality— 


= 
a~wn ~¥ wow NNL 


= 
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The following prices apply to minimum quantities of one size and one 
pattern delivered by the manufacturer to one site at one time. 
Minimum Per ft. e 

s. 


Description of Glass quantity 
18 oz. sheet 0.Q. ... 

yf Seen 27000 
BOOBs se) he 2,000 
57 Apes ae oe ai 2,000 
+ in. Rolled Piate ... 1,000 
¢in. Figured Rolled and Cathedral. Standard 

Patterns, ite 1,000 
4in: Cross Flexon, Pinstripe, Hammerstripe, 

Reeded, Luminating and Spotlyte _... 1,000 
¥s in. and din. Rolled Plate or en Cast 2,000 
+in. Wired Cast, Hexagonal 2,000 
+ in. Georgian Wired Cast 2,000 
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CURRENT RATES OF WAGES 





AS FROM MAY 24, 1954. (Every endeavour is made to ensure accuracy but we cannot be responsible for errors.) 
KEY TO SCHEDULE OF GRADE RATES. 


Addlestone . 
Aldeburgh 





oo U.D... o 
— Woulds 


Ashford (Ken Aya 
Ashford (Middlesex)... 
Ashington 
Ashtead 
Ashton-under-Lyne 

tria and Brayton 
Ai — R.D. (partsof) A 
AYMCODUEY .0...0000scccccccecees A2 
Astaby works) . 
Aylesham . 








Castle U.D.......... 
Barnoldswick U.D. ....... 
ED  ncideunabakecbrednn acne 
Barrow-in-Furness ..........-. 
ey Ay ete nd R.D. 
(exc. ssington A2)...A 





Barry 
Basford R.D. (exc. _——- 










rw Is Boe A 
pee DD nasecpnasecounenss Al 
Baxterley 
Beaconsfield & District 
Bea 
Bearl ........ 

Beccles 

Bedale R.D 
Bedfor A 
ee 7 
} te & Stapleford U.D. A 
BE Ds i vissonsccasvope gence A 
Belton ........... A 
sted 4 
elemenipe Al 
A 
epeuavesues A 


>>) 
NN 


b>>> 







s 

C.B.... «TA 
Auckland .... A 
Stortford .... A 
eoccccccccces A 
WA 

paame A 
A 

uA 

A 

A 













Grade Clatsification. A Al A2 A3 
Craftsmen ... eee 3/9 3/84 3/8 3/74 
Labourers ... ieee (es 3/24 3/2 
Town. Grade. Town. Grade. Town. 
I csccitijesedeasiteetvind Felixstowe . Al IID - niotnctsusacentcsesetvas A 
Burnham-on-Crouch ...... A2 Filey U.D. NONE? dendtbetindescces 
Burnle Fleetwood Lyneham (Devon) 
ee C.B Flint .,...... vee 


Buxton 





Colter Wale - esccpscecscecsccnes A 
Cambridge ...... = 

Cannock U.D.... 
comer ‘anes 


Cartif iliac isan snieeiaeainnadl A 
p remenel aad ya of BY 

Carnarvonsbire, Cnty. of = 
oe PORES ts 








Chatham & District ......... 
Cheadle (Staffs) R.D.......... 
Chelmsford. .....:....000. 
Cheltenham ... 
Chepstow ..... 
Chertsey .... 
ROE cssavcsoncasens 
Chesterfield M.B.... ee. 
Chesterfield R.D..............+. 
Chester-le-Street U.D. ...... 
LOE 
Chippenham (inc. Chippen- 
ham Within and Harden- 
Ie > 








A2 
Chorley ER’ * 
Clacton .. Al 
Cleethorpes . osnalk 
Clevedon . Al 
Cleveleys .... Ae 
Clitheroe .... ere 
Coalville U.D. ... aa 
Cobham (Surrey) me 
Colchester A 
6 eer A 
Colwyn Bay Al 
Congleton Al 





Consett .. 








=> 


Dalton-in-Furness ............ A 
Darlington District ... ay § 
D@rwet  ...0.0.00202.. ee 
ceueasedbpaceisncessestan A2 
Denbigh Town ............... A2 
“ee A 
Devon, C County of ae 
ead Eistpadieahdensrvenaaene A2 
i SRE ae A2 
Doncaster C.B. ale 
1S Ee A 


Seem County of (except- 
ing Poole, Swanage and 
Wimborne Al) 








Folkestone ... 
Frinton ...... 


Frome 


Great ase 









Grimsby C.B. & art) A 
Grimsby R.D. eesinte) A2 
Guildford District A2 
Guilsborough. ‘Al 
Guiseley ........ A 
Halesowen M.B.. nee 
Halifax ............. is 
Halstead .. --A2 
Haresfield ... Al 
NY ccciniinasiincias ixtunadeale A 
Harpenden .. wl 
Harrogate A 
Hartlepool ook 
MOOENIED - nica ven swasedeacinercuan A 
Haslemere .... +-A2 
pT eee MRS 
Hatfield 8 eS A 
Haywards Heath ..... +e-A2 
Hemel Hempstead ............ A 
Henley-on-Thames Reser 
Se SS eerie A2 
ee Cnty. of... $A2 
REESE Se Y A2 
Hertford”. sis eculcnhddivecdetuents 


Hexham U.D... 


Heysham . 
High Wyco 
Highworth 
Hinckley U. 
Hitchin. 


ee 







mbe ... 
ee 


Huntingdon (Staffs) . 


Ilkley .... 


Ingatestone 


Ipswich. 


Isle of peenee «. 
Isle of Thanet.. 
Isle of Wight ... 


Jarrow M.B. 


Keighley 
Kendal .... 
Kenilworth 


Kettering M. B. 





Leatherks 


Leeds 
Leicester C.B. 











m 
Knaresborough U 





pe Beene M.B.. 
Louth M.B. ........... 
Lowestoft 


























Nelson . 
Newark-on-Trent R.D. 
Newbury 
Newcastle-on-Tyne 
Newcastle-under-Lyme ...... A 
New Forest District ......... 

Newmarket ie 
Newport, Mon. ... 
Newport Pagnell . 
Newton Abbot ......... 
Northallerton Dist. 
Northampton C.B...... 
North Shields........ 


Ee 
Nottingham oe al 





Oxford 


PORCH -..cccpecccece. 
Pontypeidd District”. 
Portishead ............++ 
Portland Stoneyards * 
Portsmouth 
Port Talbot . 
Prest 


Rugby M.B. 
Saffron Walden . 

st. Albans ...... 
St. Helens 


Sawbridgeworth ... 
Saxmundham bi 











Shrewsbury M.B, 
Sittingbourne ..... 
Skegness U.D. .. 
Skipton U.D. ...... 
Sleaford U.D. 
Slough ........... 
Smethwick C.B. . 

eS ED Lae 
Somerset, County of ...... 
Southampton ....... seneneseas 










Stourbridge M. ~ 


Stourport U.D. 

Stowmarket ..............000+ 
Stratford-on-Avon M.B. ...A 
Sunderland District ......... A 
Sunningdale ...............0+ Al 







Sutton Coldfield M.B. 
Swaffham 


Swanage . Al 
Swansea ae 
Swindon .... Al 


Swinton U.D. . 
Peete ty DE: iviswtdesnceielh 













Tonbridge ... 
Torquay ....,. 
Totnes 
Trowbridge ........ 
Tunbridge Wells .. 
Tynemouth C.B. 
Uppingham (Salop) .. 
Uttoxeter U.D 
Wakefield 
Wallsend B. .. 
Walsall C.B 
Walsden ..... 





Warrington .. 
Warwick M.B. .. 
Wellington U.D. . 
wae (Norfolk) 





Wrou 
EINE asctcduoss ° 
Wymondham ............++006 

UNIO iadsitosccetss vanaesanaueits A 


*For Birkenhead, Larpeel and London the rates are:—Craftsmen, 3s. 104d.; Labourers, 3s. 5d. In the case of London the gl the 12-mile radius is Canale, 3s. 10d. ; 


Labourers, 3s. 44d. +P 
, Joiners and 


processes, 2s. 4d. per hour. 


lus 2d. med working day. 

umbers in all towns and districts receive 

‘Women’s Rates.—In all districts > eee the country the rate of wages for women engaged in craft processes 
other than craft 


For Building Trade Wages in Scotland. see page 522 


2d. per 


day Too! Allowances. 


¢ This is the County rate ‘and applies except where higher grades are sta 


is 2s. 8d. per hour. Women introduced to carry out work 
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TWO MIX 
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Write to us for a free sample of FEBMIX ADMIX and carry out the following 
two mix test— 

MIX No.1:—PREPARE THE MORTAR MIX YOU NORMALLY USE 

FOR BRICKLAYING AND PLASTERING WORK. 


MIX No. 2:—PREPARE A MIX COMPOSED OF 6 PARTS SAND 
TO 1 PART CEMENT PLUS FEBMIX ADMIX. 


You will find that Mix No.2 will spread better and faster, that it ‘hangs together’ 
well and adheres firmly. I# will resist rain penetration and frost attack, and is not 
prone to cracking and crazing—it will also cut your building costs—each one 
gallon of FEBMIX ADMIX costing 7/- saves 800 Ib. of lime or 8 cwt. of cement. 


IT PAYS TO USE 


FEBMIX ADMIX | 
WESC LA OIEG. 


Write 
for free sample (GREAT BRITAIN) LTD. 
TUDOR PARADE, LONDON RD, ALBANY ROAD, CHORLTON-CUM-HARDY, 
MANCHESTER, 21 CHO 1063 


HOUNSLOW, MIDDX. HOU. 0082 







(PATENT APPLIED FOR) 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


ENGINEER’S RETIREMENT 


Mr. A. B. Cunningham is retiring from 
the position of Engineer and Surveyor to 
Runcorn Urban Council, after 40 years in 
their service, 23 years being in his present 
position. 


INDUSTRIAL PSYCHOLOGY 


An account of the work in progress at the 
National Institute of Industrial Psychology is 
given in the Institute’s winter bulletin which 
has recently been issued. It contains also 
details of courses available and forthcoming 
conferences on industrial psychology. 


BUILDERS’ GOLF TOURNAMENT 


Over 30 members and guests took part 
in the annual golf tournament for the J. L. 
Spooner Perpetual Trophy of the Federation 
of Master Builders, Hull and District Branch, 
at Hull Golf Course on September 15. The 
tournament was won by Mr. R. H. Morfitt 
with net and gross score of 76. Mr. L. H. 
Beal was second and Mr. G. H. Clark third. 


THE BARBICAN, PLYMOUTH 


The suggestion that there should be a halt 
in clearing and rebuilding at the Barbican, 
Plymouth, was adopted by the Executive 
Council of Plymouth Chamber of Com- 
meree on September 14. In their report the 
Chamber’s replanning committee recommend 
that the reconstruction of the Barbican 
should be planned by an independent archi- 
tect specialising in the rehabilitation of old 
buildings. 


TECHNICAL FILMS 


A series of lunchtime film shows have 
been arranged to take place at the Building 
Centre, 26, Store-street, WC1, and the pro- 
gramme for September and October will 
cover such subjects as woodworm, rubber 
and concrete as applied to building. Manu- 
facturers’’ technical representatives will be 
present to answer queries, and the film shows 
will start at 12.45 p.m. on Wednesdays. 


HOMES FROM OLD HOUSES 


Over a quarter of a million people visited 
the Ministry of Housing and Local Govern- 
ment’s “New Homes from Old Houses” 
demonstration in  Holles-street, Oxford- 
street, London, which closed on September 
16 after being on view to the public for 
three months. The final figure was 255,428. 
Over 300 detailed inquiries a day were dealt 
with at the inquiry desk, and they fell 
roughly into the proportion of 60 per cent. 
on improvement schemes and 40 per cent. 
on conversions. 


OSLO SCHOOLS DELEGATION 

Oslo, the capital of Norway, is proposing 
to increase its school building programme, 
so the City Council has decided to send a 
delegation to a number of European coun- 


, tries, including England, to study methods of 


school building and the management of 
building programmes. This delegation will 
be the guests of the London County Coun- 
cil on September 27 and 28. 

The nine members of the delegation 
include the chairman of the Oslo Education 
Committee and the city’s Education Officer. 
The party will take part in a series of talks 
with the Council’s officers on various build- 
ing problems, and on September 28 will visit 
a selection of new London schools. On the 
following day, September 29, the party will 
be visiting schools in Hertfordshire. 
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BUILDING STATISTICS 


The quarterly bulletin of housing and 
building statistics for Europe, which refers 
to the first quarter of 1954, has been pub- 
lished by the Industry Division, United 
Nations Economic Commission for Europe. 
Copies of this document may be obtained 
from the sales section, European Office of 
the United Nations, Palais des Nations, 
Geneva, Switzerland, at the price of 4s. 6d. 


CHANGE OF ADDRESS 


On October 1 the Water Pollution 
Research Laboratory will move from its 
temporary premises in Watford, Birmingham 
and elsewhere to a new permanent building 
in Elder-way, Stevenage, Herts. Although 
most of the staff are moving in during 
October it is likely to be some time before 
all the equipment has been installed and 
work is proceeding smoothly. It is not 
likely that an official opening will be made 
before the spring. 


ARCHITECT /CONTRACTOR TEAMS 


Liverpool Corporation housing committee 
has been asked by the Ministry of Housing 
and Local Government to co-operate in a 
scheme by which a large housing project 
might be made the subject of a competition 
between teams of architects and contractors. 
The scheme contemplates a tender covering 
professional and constructional work. Liver- 
pool has been selected because there it is 
essential to contemplate a development of 
high density and of not less than 500 to 
600 dwellings. The housing committee is 
considering the proposal. 


EXPERIMENTAL MAISONETTES 


Proposals by the Ministry of Housing on 
the erection of experimental maisonettes 
were discussed by Sheffield Housing Com- 
mittee on September 17. Alderman A. 
Smith, chairman, said the Ministry had asked 
Sheffield to co-operate because apparently 
it appreciated what Sheffield had already 
done in this direction by erecting 38 experi- 
mental houses at Gleadless. The city was 
at present building maisonettes with flats 
above, but what the Ministry wanted to try 
was maisonette above maisonette. The City 
Architect is Mr. J. Lewis Womersley, 
ARIBA, AMTPI. 


SELF-BUILD HOUSING PROGRESS 


In 1953 the self-build housing societies 
spent £496,000 on building materials, etc., 
and received £10,000 as rents from tenants. 
At the end of the year the total value of 
their land and buildings was shown in the 
balance-sheets as £653,000. Over a third 
of the societies on the register are under- 
stood to have now begun to build. These 
facts are given in the report for 1953 of 
the Chief Registrar of Friendly Societies 
(Part 3, Industrial and Provident Societies, 
HMSO, price 5s.). The number of societies 
registered by the end of 1953 was 137, 
with 2,778 members. 


PERSONAL COLUMN 


Horsley, Smith and Co. (Hayes), Ltd., flooring 
specialists, of Hayes, Middlesex, have announced 
the appointment of Mr. E. W. Hitt to the board of 
directors. 

Gliksten Doors, Ltd., Carpenters-road, Stratford, 
E15, announce that Mr. C. R. Lincwoop has now 
left his post as a representative of the company. 

Blundell, Spence and Co., Ltd., have announced 
the appointment of Mr. RIcHARD JOHN LANT as 
manager of the newly formed South-Western Sales 
Area, with headquarters at their new depot at Feeder- 
road, Bristol. 






TRADE NEWS. 


BURGLARY PROTECTION 

Useful information and advice on the 
best means of securing all types of property 
from burglary are contained in a leaflet 
issued by Chubb and Son’s Lock and Safe 
Co., Ltd, 40-42, Oxford-street, WI. 
Details of their wide range of locks are 
included, as well as their wall safes and 
survey service. 


THE BURLINGTON ARCADE 

Messrs. Reparations-Dreyfus, Ltd., 129, 
Great Suffolk-street, London, SEI, were 
responsible for cleaning the stonework of 
the Burlington Arcade (illustrated in our 
last issue), and in particular the main 
Piccadilly entrance. This firm are specialists 
in cleaning and restoring stonework, par- 
ticularly where erosion has occurred. 


DISTRIBUTORS APPOINTED 

Chamberlain Industries, Ltd. of Staffa 
Works, E10, have recently appointed Drum- 
mond Asquith (Sales), Ltd., of King Edward 
House, New-street, Birmingham 2, as sole 
distributors in the United Kingdom of the 
production tube-bending machinery which 
they design and manufacture in conjunction 
with Walter P. Hill, Inc., of Detroit, 
Michigan, USA. 
THE DUTCH CHURCH, EC 

R.LW. Protective Products, Co., Ltd., 325, 
Whitehorse-road, Croydon, Surrey, inform us 
that the reinforced concrete structure of this 
church (illustrated in our issue of Sep- 
tember 10) was coated both internally and 
externally with R.I.W. Liquid Asphaltic 
Composition, to permit the laying of the 
natural stone direct to the concrete, and also 
to provide a waterproof structure. In addi- 
tion, the stonework was protected with 
R.I.W. No. 110 Damp Resisting Composition 
for the back-painting of stone and marble. 


MORTAR PLASTICISERS 


The advantage and economic aspects of 
using workability aids or plasticisers in 
mortar are described in an article by Mr. 
P. W. Treloar in the current issue of “ Build- 
ing Topics,” a periodical devoted to the 
protection and maintenance of buildings, 
published by Tretol, Ltd. These plasticisers 
can be used for renderings and textured 
finishes, and since the improved workability 
is obtained by a physical and not a chemical 
action, they have no deleterious effect on the 
mortar. Copies of the issue, No. 1 of 
volume 7, can be obtained free from the com- 
pany at 12-14, North End-road, NW11. 


THERMOPLASTIC PIPING 

A lightweight non-metallic pipe called 
‘“‘Marleythene,” for the distribution of 
domestic cold water supplies, is being pro- 
duced by the Marley Tile Co., Ltd., London- 
road, Riverhead, Sevenoaks, Kent. It is a 
thermoplastic tubing claimed to _ resist 
corrosion and erosion by all types of soil 
and water, and to be unaffected by acids 
or alkalis, or contact with building.material. 

It is resilient and so is immune to frost 
no matter how severely or how often the 
water it contains is frozen. High thermal 
insulation qualities prevent condensation 
forming so readily as on metallic pipe, and 
the tubing transmits less noise and water 
hammer. 

Most of the jointing required can be made 
almost invisibly, as the tube softens with 
heat. This simplifies jointing and manipula- 
tion, but makes it unsuitable for use with 
hot water. 
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OVERSEAS BUILDING 


{From Our Own Correspondents] 


Finland.—A project for an oil refinery 
to. be built at Naantali in Finland has been 
submitted to the Cabinet by the Finnish 
Company Neste Oy., which already owns 
storage tanks and a tanker. Apparently 
German and French firms are willing to 
finance the work. The project is a contro- 
versial one, and when it was raised two 
years ago it was rejected on economic 
grounds. . The Government has floated 
about £3m. to finance the surfacing of. high- 
ways. The scheme will give Finland some 
240 km. of paved roads in addition to the 
existing 172 km. in the country.... The 
Finnish Government is also considering 
becoming a party to the proposed Inter- 
national Convention on the Prevention of 
Pollution of the Sea by Oil. Under the 
terms of the convention, Finland will be 
obliged to erect at least three reservoirs for 
waste oil in Helsinki, Turku and ‘Kotka. 


Iraqg.—The Ministry of Development in 
Iraq is providing funds for the construction 
of a milk conservation project to be con- 
trolled by the Ministry of Agriculture. The 
UN _ International Children’s Emergency 
Fund is assisting the scheme. . French 
interests are forming a Middle East Indus- 
trial and Financial Corporation to study, 
negotiate and finance projects dealing with 
oil in Iraq and other Middle East countries. 
: Local firms have been awarded the 
contract for the construction of more than 
400 houses in a Baghdad suburb for the 
accommodation of people dispossessed by 
the Baghdad floods. 


The Lebanon.—The Lebanese Govern- 
ment is considering the plan put forward 
under the US Point IV Plan on the possi- 
bilities of developing the River Litani for 
hydro-electric and irrigation schemes. The 
report recommends that the project be de- 
veloped in stages and estimates that the 
complete. plan will cost £342m. (Lebanese 
pounds), of which £251m. will be utilised 
for power and £91m. for irrigation.... A 
number of foreign firms are said to be 
interested in the scheme, and it appears that 
the Lebanese Government is considering 
the appointment of consultants as the first 
step. Development of the project has been 
entrusted to an organisation known as 
Service Nationale du Litani. . A credit 
of several million pounds has been granted 
by the Lebanese Government for the en- 
largement and improvement of Tripoli 
Harbour. . A large road-building pro- 
gramme has been commenced in conjunc- 
tion with the import of special machines 
from the US. 


Norway.—A new 12-storey building to be 
erected in Oslo, Norway, will be the first in 
Scandinavia to be equipped with a special 
helicopter-landing platform. The platform 
will measure about 4,500 sq. ft. It will be 
above the building’s normal roof and so will 
be clear of all obstructions. The archi- 
tect, Hjalmar S. Backstad and contractor 
A. G. Johansen, have sought advice from 
both the American and British authorities 
in designing the landing platform. Hospitals 
in Oslo are also having landing roofs built 
to take cases from outlying districts. . 
At Glomfjord, North Norway, the chemical 
concern Norsk Hydro is building a £24m. 
plant to produce 100,000 tons of complete 
fertiliser and 35,000 tons of nitrate of lime 
a year. 
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Rhodesia.—Construction of the first tunnel 
on the Rhodesian Rly. system will begin 
this month. The tunnel, near Wankie, will 
be about 835 ft. long. The north approach 
cuttings to it have already been completed. 

The Federal Government has a num- 
ber of projects in view, including schools, 
hospitals and other public buildings and 
works for the processing and marketing of 
agricultural produce. In the southern part 
of the country, works include African 
schools, townships and village settlements, 
construction of dams and waterworks, build- 
ing of roads and bridges and erection of 
public buildings. A loan of £4m., of which 
£3m. has already been raised, has been 
launched to cover the costs of the various 


projects. Details of these projects are 
available from Rhodesian Government 
offices. 


Singapore.—It has now been reported that 


Singapore’s master development plan which - 


has been under consideration for two and a 
half years is now almost ready and that the 
Chief Planning Officer hopes to be able to 
submit the final plan in about three months’ 
time. The plan will comprise maps showing 
proposals for the re-development of old 
areas in the city centre. Plans are now said 
to be ready for the further development of 
factories in Singapore on a 20-acre site 
acquired by the Colonial Development Cor- 
poration. This is the second stage in the 
Corporation’s plan for encouraging the set- 
ting up of small factories to make light 
industrial products. The site will be divided 
into 18 lots and it will be possible to pur- 
chase the land outright and to erect a factory 
at the buyer’s own expense, or the Corpora- 
tion will advance long-term loans against 
the security of the land and buildings. . . . 
A polytechnic costing nearly £1m. is to be 
erected in Singapore. The Finance Com- 
mittee of the Legislative Council] has 
approved in principle the provision of the 
necessary funds. Building is expected to take 
two years. . . . Work is expected to begin 
shortly on the 15-acre site which has been 











BOOKS FOR BUILDERS 


HOW TO ESTIMATE 
By JOHN T. REA 
The new 11th edition has been brought up to 
date to September, 1950, with tables giving 
cost increases for materials and labour for 
1936-7, 1939 and 1944-50. Over 680 
illustrations. 21s. net (by post 21s. 10d.) 


DRAINAGE AND SANITATION 
By E. H. BLAKE 
10th Edition just published. 
Revised and re-illustrated. 
**... This has become a standard volume cover- 
ing in a concise and compact measure the 
whole subject.’’— The Engineer. 
15s. net (by post 15s. 9d.) 


FLETCHER’S QUANTITIES 
Revised by A. E. BAYLIS 
12th Edition revised. 
This famous work presents, in tabulated form, 
the methods of the valuation and measurement 
of building and engineering work. 700 pp. 
Many diagrams. 30s. net (by post 31s.) 


THE PRINCIPLES OF 
STRUCTURAL MECHANICS 
By PERCY J. WALDRAM 
3rd Edition revised. 
‘The success of the book depends not merely 
on the author’s obvious mastery of his subject 
...but even more on his uncommon gift of 
lucid explanation.’’=The Architéct’s Journal. 
18s. net (by post 18s. 9d.) 


B. T. BATSFORD LTD. 
Retail Dept., 
15 North Audley Street, London, W.1 
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allocated for a Teachers’ Training College, 
The project has been given high priority, 
and it is understood that the site will include 
two primary schools, lecture halls, theatres, 
and five-storey hostels. . . . The engineer in 
charge of the Kallang Basin Bridge scheme 
has stated recently that work is due to com- 
mence shortly. Tenders have already been 
received from various countries and a final 
tender is to be called for shortly. This 
bridge, which will be the first major bridge 
of pre-stressed concrete to be built in 
Malaya, is almost 2,000 ft. long with a width 
of 65 ft., but it is understood that provision 
is to be made for the addition of two extra 
lanes at some future date should they be 
required. . . . The Public Works Department 
has announced that work on the £40,000 
service reservoir for the General Hospital is 
to begin shortly and that tenders have 
already been invited. The new reservoir 
will store 1,300,000 gallons of water to meet 
the hospital’s needs and it is expected that 
construction will be completed in eight 
months. The scheme also provides. for the 
laying of new water mains and replacement 
of old ones. . . . Another new hotel has 
recently been opened in Singapore. Called 
the Singapore Hotel, Geylang, it stands on 
three acres of ground and has 26 air- 
conditioned double rooms. The Director 
of the Fisheries Research Station has stated 
that a new £25,000 air-conditioned building 
is to be erected shortly for research pur- 
poses. When completed the building will 
be the most up to date in South-East Asia. 


Spain.—American military aid is giving 
an impetus to building in Spain at the pre- 
sent time. Tenders have now been invited 
for construction of the first part of an air 
base at Zaragoza. The work will include 
excavation and construction of an embank- 
ment for a new aircraft parking apron, 
including a drainage system, testing and 
strengthening of the existing taxiway, con- 
struction of paving for aircraft parking 
apron, construction of duct work for air- 
field lighting facilities, and construction of 
a portion of a hydrant piping system for 
aircraft fuelling. Only firms abroad who 
will be permitted to tender will be those 
which have Spanish subsidiaries. Tenders 
have also been invited for 30,000 tons of 
cement. ... A cellulose and paper factory 
is to be constructed at Duenas in Castile by 
a Spanish enterprise in collaboration with 
the German firm of Rheinischer Strohzell- 
stoff. . . . Newspaper reports refer con- 
tinuously to a scheme for the building of a 
dry dock at Las Palmas in the Canaries. 
Although plans are still at an immature 
stage it is fairly certain that the scheme will 
go through as approximately £3m. has 
already been allocated. . . . Considerable 
publicity has also been given to a plan for 
a canal which would make Seville accessible 
to ships of up to 14,000 tons. The estimated 
cost of the project is in the region of £30m. 
. . . Many American construction firms are 
interested in the tenders now being circulated 
in Spain and British firms intending to com- 
pete will find stiff competition as Americans 
are out to win as many contracts as possible 
owing to the fact that American money is, 
to a great extent, behind the various building 
projects. 


Thailand.—A proposal is under considera- 
tion in Thailand for the setting up of a 
National Economic Development Corpora- 
tion to co-ordinate the activities of such 
undertakings as the State Railways, the 
Harbour Organisation, the Express Trans- 
portation Bureau, the Mines Organisation, 
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THESE 
AUSTIN 


TRUCKS! 





@ Latest Hire Purchase facilities. @ Vans and Trucks — § cwt. to 
‘ @ PART EXCHANGE (any type). 8 tons. 
GONSULT @ Bodywork Specialists. @ DAY AND NIGHT SERVICE. 
- i eee 


I am interested in the AUSTIN 


VEHICLE I have for Part Exchange 
DIVISION 





NAME 





WELSH HARP, EDGWARE RD., London, N.W.9 HENdon 6500 
and Branches in the London Area j ADDRESS B. 











BITUMINOUS INDUSTRIAL FLOORING 
—LAID COLD 


Our Technical Staff are always ready to advise on your problems 






BRUCE MARTYN LIMITED 


SPECIALISTS IN INDUSTRIAL AND DOMESTIC FLOORING 
PICCADILLY HOUSE, PICCADILLY CIRCUS, $.W.1 Telephone: REGENT 6296-7 Telegrams: SUPAFLOR, PICCY, LONDON 
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IBETOL (X) IS A SPIRIT BASED , 
HEAVY BITUMINOUS SUBSTANCE . 
Applied to NEW or DE-RUSTED 


e 
Steel gives LASTING PROTECTION ; 
under EXTREME CORROSIVE 
conditions. r 


IBETOL (X) has largely out- 9 

dated contemporary protective coatings, giving a 
greater degree of rust prevention and resistance to 
moisture, acid fumes, salt water, salt-laden atmos- © 
need and a large number of acids. Applied by 

rushing or spraying, it can be used on damp or dry 
surfaces as in the case of concrete. Steel and iron ® 
must receive due preparation by removing rust or 
loose scale. Increased protection can be obtained by e 
successive coats building up the thickness. 
IBETOL (X) is thixotropic and appears too stiff and 
heavy for application but becomes a smooth heavy @ 
fluid upon stirring. Applied, it reverts to its original 
stiffness preventing flow, sag or curtaining, ensuring 
a uniform tough and elastic film—it is not affected by @ 
widely varying temperatures or high humidity. For 
specifications apply direct. 













7 
IBETOL (X) is applied e 
at the rate of 10 sq. yds. 
per gal. or can be 
brushed out to 30 sq. e 
yds. dependant on the 
nature of the surface. - 


Colours : 

RED and BLACK 
Supplied in I, 5, 
10 and 30 gal. 
cans and drums. 


ust wit ~~ 
IRON AND STEEL “SS 
AND CONFIDENCE 


British Bitumen Emulsions Ltd 


Dundee Road, Trading Estate, Slough, Bucks. 
Deeside, Saltney, nr. Chester 
20 Maukinfauld Road, Glasgow, E2. 


a, GB SANMRMRREES A meme 
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Complete Electrical installations 
and maintenance for 
FACTORIES, WORKS and OFFICES 





METAL 


LETTERS 


for SHOP-FRONTS, SIGNS & VANS 
in Stainless or Enamelled 


STEEL and CAST BRONZE 


HASE | )RODUCTS 
ing LTD 


27 PACKINGTON RD., SOUTH ACTON, W.3 
Acorn 1153-4 and at Leeds. 











STRUCTURAL STEELWORK 











by 


& CO. LTD. EST. 1835 
230, Upper Thames Street * London ° E.C.4 
Telephone: CENtral 4381-2-3 
ALSO AT COLNBROOK LIVERPOOL & GLASGOW 
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power stations and tobacco factories. The 
suggestion is meeting with much approval 


because of the number of projects which 
are being drawn up all over the country. 
_, . Following a survey and submission of a 
plan by the National Power Commission for 
the exploitation of oil deposits found in 
Amphur Fang, North Thailand, the Cabinet 
Council has instructed the Defence Ministry 
to provide an allocation for the building 
of a pilot refinery. . . . A contract for the 
building of three bridges has been awarded 
to the Japanese Fuji Company which sub- 
mitted the lowest offer. Building of other 
bridges is now under consideration and 
tenders will be invited in the near future. 


Turkey.—The road distance to Istanbul 
will be shortened considerably when a new 
bridge over the Meric River on the Turkish- 
Greek border is completed. The contract 
for the new 2,622-ft. reinforced concrete 
structure, a joint Turkish-Greek project, was 
let simultaneously in Ankara and Athens 
recently. The overall cost is estimated at 
about £4,400,000, of which Turkey will 
defray £2,740,000 for the 1,455-ft. portion 
of the bridge that will be within her terri- 
torial boundaries. 


ROOF TRUSSES AND ASBESTOS 
SHEETING 


*Lt.-Col. P. A. H. Johnson, Chief Mechani- 
cal Engineer, Government of the Gold 
Coast, Public Works Department, PO Box 
136,. Accra, urgently requires prices and 
specifications from UK manufacturers of 
60-ft. span 30-degrees-angle light roof trusses 
and also from manufacturers of asbestos 
sheeting with transparent plastic roof lights, 
capable of withstanding wind-resistance 
pressure of 15 lb. psi. Both items should 
be standard manufacture for repetition 
ordering. 

Manufacturers interested in this inquiry 
are asked to write by airmail direct to 
Lt.-Col. Johnson, giving the required details. 
Telephone inquiries to Chancery 4411, ext. 
776, quoting ref. ESB/22081/54. 


MOBILE CRANE FOR SOUTH AFRICA 


*The Union Tender and Supplies Board 
are calling for tenders for the supply of 
one mobile crane required principally for 
the raising and lowering and positioning of 
wooden cable drums of a maximum diameter 
of 80 in. and up to 4} short tons in weight, 
and of poles up to 35 ft. in length and up 
to 2,000 Ib. in weight. 

The closing date for the receipt of tenders 
is October 14, 1954. Bids should be sent 
to the chairman, Union Tender and Supplies 
Board, 291, Bosman-street, PO Box 371, 
Pretoria, South Africa, and firms should 
note that the Tender Board’s reference 
number, SO 1653, must be quoted in all 
correspondence and that the Tender Board’s 
form UTSB8 should be completed for 
each individual tender. It is in the tenderer’s 
interest to have an agent or representative 
in the Union who could be nominated to 
act on his behalf, and preference will be 
given to tenderers not requiring import 
permits. 

A copy of the tender documents, includ- 
ing specifications and conditions of tender, 
is available for loan to UK firms, in order 

“of receipt of application, from Board of 
Trade, Export Services Branch, Theobald’s- 
road, London, WC1. Telephone inquiries 
to Chancery 4411, ext. 738 or 771, quoting 
tef. ESB/22066/54. 


_*From the Board of Trade Special Register In- 
formation Service. 
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SEWA GE DISPOSAL PLANT 


*The City Engineer’s Department of the 
City of Bulawayo, Southern Rhodesia, are 
calling for tenders for the design, supply 
and erection of plant and the construction 
of all tanks, piping, channelling, buildings, 
etc., necessary for the efficient treatment of 
trade waste and domestic sewage at an 
average rate of flow of 2,000,000 galls. per 
day, the design throughout to be based 
on a peak flow of 167,000 galls. per hour, 
which may be expected to occur over a 
two-hour period. 

Tenders should be sent in sealed envelopes 
marked with the contract number and title 
to the Town Clerk’s Office, Room 102, 
Municipal-buildings, Bulawayo. The closing 
date for receipt of tenders is October 20, 
1954, 

A copy of the tender documents, includ- 
ing specifications and conditions of tender, 
is available for loan to UK firms, in order 
of receipt of application, from Board of 
Trade, Export Services Branch, Theobald’s- 
road, London, WC1. Two further copies 
are available for immediate loan. Telephone 
inquiries to Chancery 4411, ext. 738 or 771, 
quoting ref. ESB/22463/54. 


CONCRETE SILOS FOR AUSTRALIA 


*The State Wheat Board, Queensland, 
Australia, intends to establish two 200,000- 
bushel country silos at Dalby, and single 
200,000-bushel silos at Cecil Plains, Clifton, 
Millmerran and Jimbour: 

Tenders should be addressed to the Office 
of the State Wheat Board, Margaret-street, 
Toowoomba, Queensland, Australia. The 
closing date for receipt of tenders is Octo- 
ber 7, 1954. 

A copy of the tender documents, including 
specifications, drawings and conditions of 
tender, is available for loan to UK firms, 
in order of receipt of application, from 
Board of Trade, Export Services Branch, 
Theobald’s-road, London, WC1. Telephone 
inquiries to Chancery 4411, ext. 738 or 771, 
quoting ref. ESB/7166/53. 





“THE BUILDER” 
COST of BUILDING CHART 
Current Edition Ready 


THE Cost of Building Chart 
which Mr. H. }. Venning, FRICS, 
first prepared in 1952 for “ The 
Builder’? and reprinted in 1953, has 
now been brought up to date to include 
current materials prices and the 
wages increases of 1d. per hour 
(granted as from February 1) and 
of 14d. per hour awarded by the 
National Foint Council to take effect 
on May 24. 

The chart shows (1939 being taken 
as datum at 100) that the level of 
building costs now stands at 332, a 
rise since January, 1953, of 12 points. 

The chart and accompanying table 
of wages increases and guarantees 
since 1939 are being reprinted on light 
card. Copies may be ordered from 
the Publisher, “‘ The Builder,’? The 
Builder House, Catherine-street, 
Aldwych, WC2, price 1s. each, 
plus 3d. postage for any number of 
copies up to 12. Orders for 12 or 
more charts will be sent post free. 
Cash should accompany orders. 
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STONEMASONS’ PRIZEGIVING 
Apprenticeship Awards 
At 


a prize-giving ceremony organised by 
the London Association of Master 
Stonemasons at 82, New Cavendish-street, 
W.1, on Tuesday, September 21, Mr. Hugh 
M. Clowes, DSO, Master of the Worship- 
ful Company of Masons, distributed prizes 
among nearly 30 young  stonemasonry 
apprentices in the London region. 

Mr. C. C. Harvey, FRSA (President, 
LAMS), presided. In introducing Mr. 
Clowes, he stressed the importance of pride 
in individual workmanship in an occupation 
becoming increasingly mechanised. 

In a short address to the young appren- 
tices, Mr. CLowes said that they should 
take pride in their work for. its own sake 
and that this would provide them with a 
lasting form of happiness. 

Among those present at the prize-giving 
ceremony were: Messrs. R. S. Williams 
(President, LMBA), G. H. A. Hughes, OBE, 
FRICS (Director, LMBA), E. L. Jones 
MBE (Secretary, NFBTO), R. E. Stenning 
(Secretary, LMBA and LAMS), H. W. 
Leech (President, British Stone Federation), 
G. W. Burlington (Past-President, LAMS 
and BSF), Mark Lemon, MM (Renter 
Warden, Worshipful Company of Masons) 
and G. B. Knight (Past-President, LAMS). 

Prizewinners were: 

Group 5: 1, B. H. Grimston (Marble 
Products, Ltd.); 2, S. Heald (Trollope and 
Colls, Ltd.); 3, G. Harvey (Damer Bros., 
Ltd.); 4, J. Bank (South-Western Stone Co., 
Ltd.); 5, D. A. Colcombe (J. Bysouth, Ltd.). 
* Group 4: 1, C. Bartrick (South-Western 
Stone Co., Ltd.); 2, L. M. Jackson (Trollope 
and Colls, Ltd.); 3, C. D. Ash (South- 
Western Stone Co., Ltd.); 4, G. Abbs (South- 
Western Stone Co., Ltd.); 5, T. R. Pestill 
(South-Western Stone Co., Ltd.). 

Group 3: 1, W. Dare (Holloway Bros. 
(London), Ltd.); 2, P. W. Wakley (South- 
Western Stone Co., Ltd.); 3, E. G. Belcher 
(Albion Stone Works, Ltd.); 4, D. B. Winni- 
frith (South-Western Stone Co., Ltd.); 5, 
D. G. Kelly (Dove Bros., Ltd.). 

Group 2: 1, E. Rees (South-Western 
Stone Co., Ltd.); 2, B. A. Bowen (Trollope 
and Colls, Ltd.); 3, B. N. Rowland (Trol- 


‘lope and Colls, Ltd.); 4, M. Cunningham 


(South-Western Stone Co., Ltd.). 

Group 1: 1, J. M. Willcocks (Trollope 
and Colls, Ltd.); 2, F. H. Payne (Samuel 
Bysouth and Sons, Ltd.); 3, J. A. Gammon 
(Trollope and Colls, Ltd.); 4, F. S. G. Tilley 
(Trollope and Colls, Ltd.); 5, C. Potter 
(South-Western Stone Co., Ltd.). 

Fixing Test: 1, D. Brewer (Holloway 
Bros. (London), Ltd.); 2, R. Spall (South- 
Western Stone Co., Ltd.); 3 (tie), R. A. 
Glenin and B. A. Smith (Holloway Bros. 
(London), Ltd.). ‘ 


ALUMINIUM ROOF FOR CHURCH 


The Northern Aluminium Co., is to roll 
and prepare the metal at its Banbury works 
for an aluminium roof to replace the present 
lead roof on the thirteenth-century church 
at Adderbury. The Oxford diocesan archi- 
tect, in consultation with other architects, 
decided that it would be dangerous to allow 
the present roof, which is badly cracked, to 
stay in position, as the woodwork was suffer- 
ing. An aluminium covering would reduce 
by several tons the loads on the ancient 
woodwork. It is hoped that after a period 
of time the new roof will tone down to a 
pleasing silver-grey colour. 
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Abolition of Owners’ Rates 


(NE of the principal recommendations 
contained in the report of the com- 
mittee under the chairmanship of Lord Sorn, 
which has been considering valuation and 
rating in Scotland, is that owners’ rates in 
Scotland should be abolished and rents re- 
duced in proportion. 

The report points out that the abolition, 
or at least the limitation, of owners’ rates is 
urgently necessary to assist the housing of 
the people, to stop the decay of existing 
houses and their abandonment in some cases 
by their owners and to remove an obstacle 
to the attraction of industry and commerce 
to Scotland. 

The weight of the evidence favoured aboli- 
tion, and the committee’s recommendation is 
made on the understanding that the owner 
of let premises would, as exactly as may be 
possible, pass on to his tenant by way of 
reduction of rent what he saves as a result 
of it. 

The report of the Scottish Valuation and 
Rating Committee is published by HMSO, 
price 3s, 6d. 


Glenrothes Appointments 


Tue Glenrothes Development Corporation 
has promoted Mr. Alexander K. Youngson, 
ARICS, to be Assistant Chief Surveyor on 
the technical staff. Mr. Youngson was 
formerly employed as a surveyor in the 
offices of the City Architect at Glasgow. 

Mr. R. K. Scott has been appointed to the 
position of Administrative Assistant in the 
Secretary and Legal Adviser’s Department. 
Mr. Scott is a clerical assistant in the 
County Clerk’s Office at Cupar. 





Shopping Block for Glenrothes 


PLANS have been completed for the first 
shopping block at the town centre of the 
new town of Glenrothes, Fife. 

The buildings will consist of one three- 


storey block with possible bank premises on - 


the ground floor and offices on the two upper 
floors: attached to this block a two-storey 
building will provide for 14 shop units at 
street level with seven flatted houses above. 
A range of 11 lock-up garages are to be 
erected at the rear. The buildings will occupy 
a prominent site at the entrance to the town 


centre. The probable cost.is £55,000. The 
architect is Mr. Peter Tinto, ARIBA, 
AMTPI, Chief Architect and Planning 


Officer to Glenrothes Development Corpora- 
tion. Schedules will be issued for competi- 
tive tendering in about two months’ time. 


Hospital Schémes Delay 


URGENT hospital building schemes in the 
Highlands may be held up unless the 
Department of Health for Scotland agree to 
more money being made available for the 
work. The Department have told the 
Northern Regional Hospital Board that their 
building programme for the coming year 
should be planned on the basis that the 
same amount of money as this year will be 
available. This figure was £50,000, but Dr. 
D. C. Wilson, chairman of the property and 
works committee, told a recent meeting of 
the board in Inverness that unless this sum 
was doubled it would be impossible to pro- 
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new building 
be 


ceed with several urgent 
schemes, and the whole sum would 
absorbed by schemes already in hand. 
On Dr. Wilson’s suggestion, it was agreed 
to submit to the Department a building pro- 
gramme for the coming year for schemes 
costing a total of more than £100,000. 


Dry Rot Removal 


Fire County Councit spent £1,805 on the 
eradication of dry rot during July and 
August, bringing the total amount of ex- 
penditure to date to £275,725. The County 
Architect, Mr. R. S. Lawrie, ARIBA, con- 
siders that by the end of the year they 
should be well through the eradication of 
dry rot in County Council property. 


Scottish Bricklayers’ Guild 


THE inaugural meeting of the Scottish 
section of the Guild of Bricklayers was held 
at the School of Building, Cambuslang, on 
September 18. The President of the Guild, 
Mr. C. E. Outen, made a special journey 
from London to give his official blessing to 
the new section. He made many welcome 
suggestions and gave advice on the future 
activities and conduct of the new section. 

Officers were elected and arrangements for 
future meetings made. The next meeting is 
to be held at the Heriot-Watt College, Edin- 
burgh, on October 29, at 7.15 p.m. 

Inquiries concerning membership should 
be addressed to the Secretary, Mr. F. Muir, 
School of Building, Cambuslang, or to the 
Chairman, Mr. Norman C. Sidwell, BSc., 
Heriot-Watt College, Edinburgh. 


NEW BUILDINGS 


Ayr.—Plans prepared by their architects have been 
approved for the new offices scheme which the 
Halifax Building Society, Ltd., are to have erected 
at the High-st. 

Ayr.—Plans prepared by their architects have been 
approved for the electrical works and offices, etc., to 
be erected at Peebles-st., for Glebe & Simpsons, Ltd., 
Sheffield. 

Edinburgh.—Dean of Guild Court have granted 
warrant to build a neuro-surgical dept. at Western 
General Hospital, Crewe-rd., Edinburgh, at a cost 
of £300,000. Work on the five-storey building will 
start on October 18. It is also intended to build 


X-ray, physiotherapy, occupational therapy and 
speech therapy units. 
Fife.—Markinch Dean of Guild Court have 


approved plans for block of offices to be erected by 
John Haig & Co., Ltd., at an est. cost of £115,000. 
Glasgow.—Remington Rand, Ltd. (Shaver Div.), 
are expanding to new factory on the Hillington Indus- 
trial Estate, North Cardonald 
Glasgow.—Plans prepared by their architects for 
new bakehouse have been approved and will he 
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VENEERED BOARD 


The robust structural 
material for all types 
of fabrication. 


WARE RITE ———"= 


“HANDY PANELS 


For renovating existing 
tables and counters. 


WA R szRITE —— 
‘PLASTICS 

are made for the job in 
a full range of patterns. 
Write for your copy of: 


“Installing Warerite 
Laminated Plastics’’. 





WARERITE LIMITED - WARE + HERTS 
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SCOTTISH BUILDING 
TRADE WAGES 


JFOLLOWING are rates of wages 
authorised by the Scottish National 
Joint Council as from May 24, 1954, 
They apply to the whole of Scotland, 
including the islands of Orkney, Shetland, 
etc. 
Grade A: Craftsmen, 3s. 9d.; Labourers, 3s. 34d. 
For apprentices, the rates are: 


Percentage of For week of 


Year Craftsman’s rate. 44 hours. 
s. d. 
Ist Pt =~ en 41 3 
2nd +" ae a yg 55 0 
3rd oe od 82 6 
4th oot 110 0 
5th 123 9 


For female ‘labour, a rates are: 


Operatives on craft operations (at end of 
probationary period) 

Operatives on labouring operations (at 
end of probationary period) 
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erected at Port Dundas by Macleans, Ltd., 115, Port 
Dundas-rd., Glasgow. 

Glasgow. —Plans prepared and approved for Arthur 
Saunderson & Sons (Scotland), Ltd., to be carried out 
at 5-7, Newton-terrace, Charing Cross. The archi- 
tects are James Taylor Thomson, MacCrae, & Saun- 
ders (F&A), 212, hath-et., Glasgow. 

Glasgow.—Plans prepared by their architects have 
been approved for reconstruction scheme and addi- 
tions, including arcade, at Sauchiehall-st., by Richards 
Shops, Ltd., Glasgow. 

Glasgow.—Plans prepared and approved for oe 
tions and additions for John MacLaughlan, Ltd., 
be carried out at Newton-pl., Charing Cross. The 
architect is Alexander D. Henderson, Rubislaw-drive, 
Bearsden, Dunbartonshire. 

Greenock.—Corp. having bought the large. Tesi- 
dences and grounds of ‘* Knocknair’’ and ‘‘ The 
Knowe,’’ intend to have schemes of houses erected 
on the cleared sites. Plans are to be prepared by 
the Council A, Robert L. Rankine, MlnstCE, 
AMTPI, Master of Works Offices, Municipal-bldgs.. 
Hamilton-st., Greenock. 

Greenock.—Plans prepared by~their architects for 
alterations, additions and extensions, consisting of two 
halls, etc., for the Augustine-Cartsburn Church of 
Scotland Parish. 

Greenock.—Plans prepared and approved for new 
business premises, etc., at Glencairn and Burns-rds. 
The architects are Frank Burnet, Boston & Bell 
(F&A), 180, Hope-st., Glasgow. 

Greenock.—Plans prepared and approved for altera- 
tions and additions at the wholesale bakery at Captain- 
st. of Walter Grieve Macaulay, Ltd., Glasgow and 
Greenock. The architect is John B. Wingate (F), 
Oswald-st., Glasgow. 

Johnstone.—Corp. has had layout plans prepared for 
an approved scheme of 40 houses on a selected site. 
The Council A is John Murdoch, Master of Works 
Offices, Méitchell-st., The Town-square, Johnstone, 
Renfrewshire. 

Kirkintilloch.—Plans prepared and ‘approved for 
new houses for the Corp. to be erected in blocks at 
Freeland-place. The Council A is Robert J. Walker 
(F), Master of Works Offices, Kirkintilloch. 

Lanarkshire.—Plans prepared and approved for addi- 
tions to Kersewell College at Bertram House. The 
architect is William Watt (F), County Offices, Albert- 
st., Motherwell-Wishaw. 

Lanarkshire.—Plans prepared and approved for new 
pavilion, etc., for the sixth district committee to be 
erected at a Newarthill site. The architects are 
Wilson, Hamilton & Wilson (F&F), 153, Oxford-st., 
Gorbals, Glasgow 

Lanarkshire.—Plans prepared and approved for the 
NCB’s extension, etc., to the pithead baths. The 
ee is James. Allan (F), 58, Palmerston-pl., Edin- 

urg 

Lanarkshire.—Plans prepared and approved for East 
Kilbride Dev. Corp. for scheme of 114 flats and 
houses. Their architect is Frank Scott (L), Terrence 
House, East Kilbride. 

Midlothian.—Plans have been prepared and 
approved for blocks of houses: which the Corp. of 
Dalkeith is to have erected at Tait and Duke-streets. 
The Council A is Andrew Forrester (F), Master of 
Works Offices, Municipal-bldgs., Dalkeith. 

Renfrewshire.—CC has had plans prepared and 
approved for alterations and additions including ten 
classrooms to the Paisley Cath. Sch., Glenburn. The 
Counci] A is Thomas Hepburn (F), Education Offices, 
The Hill of Moss-st., Paisley. 

Renfrewshire.—Plans to be prepared by their own . 
staff of architects for scheme of houses to be 2% 
at a Bishopton site by James Keenie & Co., 
Floors Contracting pte Houston-sq., ee ee 

Stirlingshire.—CC has a ‘scheme in hand for which 
plans are to be prepared for a new Sec. Sch. at 
Denny. Council A is Alexander J. Smith (A), County 
Offices, Old Infirmary-bldgs., Spittall-st., Stirling. 

Sutherland.—Weir Housing Corp. to build 9% 
houses at Golspie, Brora and Lairg for CC. 

Sutherland.—CC are to collaborate with North of 
Scotland Hydro-Electric Bd. in building eight stone 
houses in Lairg. 
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Waterproofing 


New Concrete 


A. A. BYRD & CO., LIMITED (Dept. B), 210 Terminal House, Grosvenor Gardens, S.W.1 





MASS CONCRETE. The use of Tricosal as a 
waterproofer for mass concrete does not affect 
the ordinary methods of making and placing in 
any way, except that 20% less gauging fluid is 
required to get the same slump. 


Tricosal is a chemical liquid medium, the product 
of exhaustive chemical and engineering research, 
that is used in solution with the gauging water. 
Concrete is waterproofed by complete densification 
—permanently—so that there is no question of 
disintegration, through age, or under pressure. 


In over twenty-five years’ employment in many of the 
largest building and civil engineering contracts, as 
well as in many thousand ordinary building jobs, 
Tricosal has achieved an established position as a 
recognised building material. It has many valuable 
additional properties as a hardener, and for rendering 
concrete resistant to oil and acid action. 


Tricosal enjoys a large and general popularity. It 
is used as regularly and conveniently by jobbing 
builders as by the large contractor. 


TRICOSAL 


WATERPROOFING « pl e ACID-RESISTING 





Telephone: SLOANE 5236 
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NITAN 
The most dependable and efficient 
PU 
S 


LL EYS AND —«4 method for hanging double-hung sashes, 


























shop-fronts, blackboards, service lifts and 
sliding doors. 


ASH CHAIN 
Install RHODES’ PULLEYS 


AND SASH CHAINS 
d ; : D) _ff\ ' to avoid... 


@ Future maintenance costs 
@ Damage to wood and paint work 


TH E Fi we $ T Cos T i @ Risk of personal injury through breaking 


sash cords. 


J Write for booklet from... 
ee ee RHODES CHAINS LTD. 


Specify ‘RHODES’ and Satisfy Clients BEACON HOUSE, KINGSWAY, LONDON, W.C.2 


The Perfect Combination 


The best is often achieved only by a combination 
of two things. Such is the case with NACOFELT 
roofing where good material and skilled laying 
go hand in hand... where every curve, every 
angle and every detail is built-up as one unbroken 
surface by Neuchatel craftsmen. 

The proof of this perfect combination is to be 
seen on buildings all over the country. 


























































































FOR FELT ROOFING~—SPECIFY 


CRAPTSWAN La 


BY NELCHATE! 





SPECIALISTS FOR 80 YEARS IN ASPHALTE 
for Tanking, Flooring, Roofing and Roads and Approved 
Laying Contractors for Accotile Flooring. 


THE NEUCHATEL ASPHALTE COMPANY LTD 


5 8 VICTORIA STREET, LONDON, S.W.I. TELEPHONE NO. OF CONTRACTING DEPARTMENTS: RENown 1321 
Branches: BELFAST * BIRMINGHAM * CARDIFF * EDINBURGH * FROME * GLASGOW °* LEEDS 
MANCHESTER * NEWCASTLE * OFFHAM (KENT) * PLYMOUTH * PORTSMOUTH 


NEUCHATEL 
Vv 


















5 2 eae @ Designed ona 5 ft. module. 
é 57 0 Sec tional Buildings / @ Easy to handle, quick and simple to erect. 


2 a @ Standard sections make up into buildings 10, 15 
are right for every site | or 20 ft. wide, and any multiple of 5 ft. in length. 
@ Adaptable as site offices, stores, mess rooms or 

dormitories. 
/ © Competitive prices—prompt delivery. 










/ w. c. YOUNGMAN LIMITED 
os / CONTRACTORS’ PLANT DIVISION 


WANDSWORTH WORKS, WANDSWORTH ROAD, LONDON, S.W.8 
Telephone; MACaulay 2233 (6 lines) 
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CANADA’S POPULATION 


Demand for Schools and Houses 


“4 CANADA'S Changing Population” 15 
the subject of the “ Monthly Review ” 
of The Bank of Nova Scotia for July last, 
and the conclusions drawn therein must be 
of interest to builders and exporters of plant 
and equipment for the construction industry. 
For years to come (states the Review) 
needs for social facilities of all kinds, and 
particularly for schools, will be influenced 
by the enormous increase in the number of 
children under ten. Last year there were 
well over half again as many under-tens as 
in 1941. Elementary school enrolment has 
risen markedly with the entry into the school 
system of the first contingents from the 
large number of post-war births. But towards 
the end of this decade, when the youngsters 
born in the years 1946 to 1953 will consti- 
tute the elementary school population, it 
promises to be around 40 per cent. higher 
than it was last year. To-day’s large num- 
bers of children mean a large working-age 
population ten to twenty years from now. 
They mean a bigger working force to de- 
velop the country, more families and a 
growing consuming public. 

The picture that emerges from a study of 
the recent changes in Canada’s population, 
says the Review, is of a young and 
vigorous nation, growing rapidly through 
both natural increase and _. immigration. 
Shortly before the end of last year the popu- 
lation passed the 15-million mark—an in- 
crease of one-quarter since the end of the 
war and of one-third since 1939. Since the 
end of the war more than a million immi- 
grants have entered Canada. 

Another factor in the rapid growth of 
recent years is that the flow of young 
Canadians to the United States has 
apparently been much less of a drain than it 
was during the "twenties. No Canadian 
statistics of emigration are kept, but it seems 
fairly clear that the substantial net gain made 
by Canada in the movement of people into 
and out of the country reflects both a 
lessened pull from the United States on young 
Canadians and a reduced tendency for 
European immigrants to return to their 
homelands. 

Another striking development mentioned 
in the Review is that the number of 
families has been increasing at a consider- 
ably faster rate than the population as a 
whole. This rapid increase has been a major 
factor in the high post-war demand for 
houses, to which the movement of popula- 
tion into urban and suburban areas and the 
increasing level of incomes have also con- 
tributed. 

More and more families are flocking into 
the towns and cities, the Review notes. 
The clustering of population around the 
larger cities is particularly noticeable. 
Canada’s population is becoming not only 
more urban but more suburban. Between 


1941 and 1951 the combined suburban parts" 


of the fourteen census metropolitan areas 
grew by 68 per cent. 

Implicit in this mushroom growth, the 
Review points out, are heavy demands 
on transportation systems and needs for ex- 
tended gas, electric, water and telephone 
services, for shopping centres, schools, 
churches, hospitals and other facilities and 
services. The school problem looms 
especially large, for, as common observation 
shows, it is the families with young children 
who have tended to congregate in the 





THE BUILDER 


The Builder 


FUTURE 





523 





CONSTRUCTION 





nm will be 
this and 


Full details of Public Appointments o, 


found in the Advertisernent 
previous issues. 


CONTRACTS OPEN 


For some contracts still open but not included in 
this list see previous issues. Those with an asterisk 
are advertised in this number. The dates at the heads 
of paragraphs are those for the submission of tenders; 
a dagger (1) denotes closing date for applications; the 
name and address at the end refer to the person from 
whom particulars may be obtained. 


BUILDING 


SEPTEMBER 27. 

tAshford (Kent) UDC.—65 dwellings at Beaver 

Green Farm, section 1. S to the Council, 5, North- 
st. Dep. £3 3s. Tenders by October 18. 

*tEast Suffolk CC.—Two flats for midwives, Tun- 
stall. County A. Dep. £2 2s. Tenders by October 22. 

*Westbury UDC.—Two shops and flats at Oldfield 
Park. Clerk of C. Dep. £2 2s. 

SEPTEMBER 30. 

*tBurnley CBC.—Hostel for aged people at ‘* Gorse 
Hill,””’ Stephenson-dr. BE&S 

*Luton BC.—(a) Nisesaineition of stalls, Cheap- 
side Market Hall. and (b) 30 houses, Ramridge No. 2 
housing estate. BE. Dep. £2 2s. each. 

OCTOBER 1. 

*+Bucks CC.—Pair of cottages, Stoke Mandeville, 
Aylesbury. County A, Aylesbury. Dep. £2 2s 
Tenders by October 18. 

Hornsey BC.—20 flats and four maisonettes at 
Victoria-rd., N4. E&S. Tenders by November 1 

OCTOBER 2. 

*+East Elloe RDC.—38 houses, 


pages o 


Holbeach-Hallgate 


estate. A. Council Offices, Mattimore House, Hol- 
beach, Spalding, Lincs. 
OCTOBER 4. 


*Durham CC.—-Timber-framed hut, 
Durham. County A, Durham. 


OCTOBER 6. 


Aykley Heads, 


*tNorthampton CBC.—Extensions, Bective 
secondary modern school for boys. Chief Education 
Officer, *‘ Springfield,’’ Cliftonville. 

OCTOBER 8. 

*+Newcastle Reg. Hosp. Board.—Alterations to 
wards, Walker Gate Hospital. Secretary, ‘‘ Dunira,’’ 
Osborne-rd. 

OCTOBER 9. 
Kenilworth UDC.—Flats, houses, garages on Dale 


sites. Council S. Dep. £2 2s. 


OCTOBER 11. 

Crosby (Lanes) TC.—128 houses and 12 flats off 
Edge-la., Thornton. BE&S, Town Hall, Waterloo, 
Liverpool, 2. Dep. £2 2s. 

*Middlesbrough CBC.—103 houses in groups at 
northern section of Pallister Park (Ist development). 
Building to start January, 1955. BE. Dep. £2 2s. 


House-la., etc., 








A Permanent Cure for 
SMOKY CHIMNEYS 


The ‘Ventamatt’ prevents 
down-draught and increases 
up-draught, irrespective of 
wind direction. There are 
no moving parts, no smal] 
holes to get choked and the 
design is of .the straight 
through type to facilitate 
sweeping. Specified and 
used by Public Authorities, 
Architects, Builders and 
Property Owners every- 
where. 


Pat. Nos. 424983, 476855. 


VENTAMATT 


Down-Draught Preventing CHIMNEY POT 


Sole Manufacturers: 


AVIS ENGINEERING CO. LITD., 


Ley Street, Ilford, Essex. Tel.: Ilford 2021 


46125 








*Widnes BC.—19 aged persons’ bungalows on 
Ansdell-rd. site. Boro’ A. Dep. £3 3s. 


OCTOBER 12. 


*Salford City C.—Two additional classrooms at 
Lancaster-rd. School. City E. Dep. £1 Is. 


OCTOBER 15. 
—28 houses, St. Martin’s-rd. estate. BE. 


OCTOBER 18. 


*Norwich City C.—116 dwellings, Heartsease estate, 
and two houses, Earlham Green-la. City 


OCTOBER 21. 


*Darlington CBC.—Proposed Arthur Pease county 
primary school. Boro’ A. Dep. £2 2s. . 


OCTOBER 22. 


*Deal BC. 
Dep. £2 2s. 


*Gravesend BC.—49 flats (scheme 52), Westcourt 
estate. BE&S. Dep. £2 2s. 
OCTOBER 23. 
*Bournemouth CBC.—Taximen’s shelter at West- 
over-rd. Boro’ A. Dep. £2 2s. 


*Walton and Weybridge UDC.—Three public con- 
veniences. E&S. 
OCTOBER 25. 


*Ongar RDC.—Four shops and 4 maisonettes and 
4 dwellings and 4 maisonettes, St. Peter’s-ave., Shelley. 
E&S. Dep. £2 


‘OCTOBER 26. 


*Basingstoke BC.—15 flats and 12 garages, Cliddes- 
den-rd. Boro’ A. Dep. £2 2s. 


Ellesmere Port UDC.—100 flats and maisonettes at 
North Whitby housing estate, part 1, contract No. 159. 
E&S. Dep. £3 3s 


NOVEMBER 2. 
*Guildford RDC.—Six houses with ancillary works 


at Wharf-la. E&S. Dep. £3 3s. 
NOVEMBER 3. 
*Alton RDC.— Fir-grove, Whitehall 


20 dwellings, 
site. E. Dep. £3 3s. 


PAINTING, ELECTRICAL LIGHTING, 
MATERIALS, ETC. 


SEPTEMBER 30. 
+Harrow BC.—External painting and repairs to 22 
houses, Tollington-rd., N7. D. H. Pritchard, C, 
Harrow Weald Lodge, Harrow, Middlesex. 
£2 2s. Tenders by October 21. 
OCTOBER 1. 
*tWatford BC.—lInstallation of oil-burning heating 
equipment, public baths, Hampstead-rd. BE&S. 
OCTOBER 2. 
Lancashire CC.—Cty. S. (Materials.) 


OCTOBER 4. 

*West Riding CC.—Taking down of existing ceilings 
and renewal in insulating board, Bentley New Village 
junior school. Divisional A, Bishopgarth, Westfield- 
rd., Wakefield. Dep. £2 2s 

OCTOBER 11. 

*Romford BC.—Electrical installation to 24 flats, 
Gobions estate. BS. Dep. £2 

*Stepney BC.—Installation of heating and hot 
water supply system, Highway Depot, Settles-st., El 
BE&S, 227-233, Commercial-rd., El. 

OCTOBER 20. 


Newcastle-on-Tyne TC.—Background heating and 
electrical installation for 68 flats and maisonettes on 
Elswick-st. site. City A, 18, Cloth Market, 
Newcastle-on-Tyne, 1. 


ROADS, SEWERAGE AND 
WATER WORKS 


OCTOBER 11. 

Glamorgan CC.—Making-up of various 
streets. County E&S, Cardiff. Dep. £3. 

Mitcham BC.—About 22,000 sq. yds. 
paths at Banstead estate, contract No. 
Cotterell & Son, engineers, 54, tls Pigg 
minster, SW1. Dep. £2 2s 

Swale UDC:—Roads and site works at Broughton. 
E&S. Dep. £3 3s. 

OCTOBER 12. 


Rawtenstall BC.—Roads and 
section, Balladen housing. estate. 


private 
pas foot- 
P. IL. 


West- 


sewers at No. I 
BE&S. Dep. £2 2s. 


OCTOBER 13. 
Melford RDC.—Road works on Great Waldingfield 
estate. 


County S, Manor House, Bury St. Edmunds. 
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OCTOBER 18. 
Bolton CBC.—Private street works at Halliwell. 
BE&S. 


*Bucks CC.—Hard playing courts and builder’s 
Min Aylesbury grammar school, County A, Ayles- 

ury. 

Thorne RDC.—11,290 yds. iron pipe water mains 
and 48,000-galls. r.c. reservoir at Sykehouse. W. H. 
Radford & Son, engineers, Albion-chbrs., King-st., 
Nottingham. Dep. £3 3s. 


OCTOBER 20. 


Crickhowell RDC.—Liangattock sewerage. Thomas 
& Morgan & Partners, engineers, 23, Gelliwastad-rd., 
Pontypridd. Dep. £6 6s 


OCTOBER 22. 


Bridgnorth RDC.—About 1,000 lin. yds. stoneware 
pipe sewers and sewage disposal works at Highley. 
A. H. S. Waters, MICE, 25, Temple-row, Birming- 
ham, 2. Dep. £5 5s. 


GENERAL BUILDING WORK 
(LONDON) 


Fleet-st.—Orrices.—A new block of offices is to 
be erected on the site of Nos. 161-166, Fleet-st., for 
Hultons Press. The contractors are Sir Robert 
McAlpine & Sons, Ltd., civil engineering contractors, 
80, Park-la., WI, who. are at present clearing the 
site. The scheme has been prepared by A. S. Ash, 
FRIBA, 66, Great Cumberland-pl., .. 

Fleet-st. — NEWSPAPER OPFFICES.—Excavations are 
being carried out on site for stage 2 of the planned 
extensions to the London plant | of the ** Daily 
Express ’’ and ** Sunday Express ’’ newspaper offices. 
The scheme will include site clearance from Poppins- 
court to Ludgate-circus, -with-possible extensions along 
Poppins-court to Fleet-st., to provide a total area 
of approximately 48,000 sq. ft. The architects for the 
scheme are Ellis, Clarke and Gallanough, 58, 
Grosvenor-st., W1, and the contractors are Trollope 
and Colls, 41. Great Queen-st., 

Holborn.—OrricEs AND SHOWROOMS.—A_ scheme 
has'‘been proposed by Richardson & McLaughlan, 
MM.InstRA, 14, Sackville-st., W1, for the erection 
of a block of offices and showrooms comprising 
115,000 sq. ft. on the site of Nos. 81-87, High 
Holborn and Nos. 24-27, Eagle-st., WC1. The build- 
ing contractors for the scheme are Bernard Sunley 
& Sons, 34, St. James’s-st., SW1 

Islington.—HoustnG DeEvELOPMENT.—The appoint- 
ment of E. C. P. Monson, AA.RIBA, as architect in 
connection with the proposed erection of 16 dwellings 
on the site of No. 37, Bewdley-st. and land adjoining, 
and 26 dwellings on the site of Nos. 71-105 (odd), 
Isledon-rd., has been recommended by Hsg. Com., 
together with the appointment of O. E. Parratt as 
quantity surveyor. 

Marble Arch.—SitrE DEVELOPMENT.—Proposals have 
been made by the Maryon Fashion Group, Ltd. (Mr. 
Louis Michaels, chairman and managing director), for 
the demolition of the Marble Arch Pavilion and the 
construction of shops, garage and underground. car 
park. The site has already been purchased, and it is 
hoped to start rebuilding. subject to completion of 
plans and granting of licences, within six months. 
The scheme involves a sum of about £300,000, and 
negotiations for the sale were carried through by Healey 
and Baker, surveyors, 29, St. George-st., Hanover-sq., 


¥ 

Mayfair.—OFrFIcEs AND SHOowROoMS.—A. G. Paton, 
LRIBA, 25, Berkeley-st., W1, has prepared plans for 
the erection of a block of offices and showrooms on 
the site of No. 11, Berkeley-st. and No. 39, Dover-st., 
W1. Bernard Sunley & Sons, 34, St. James’s-st., SW1. 
are contractors for the building, .which will comprise 
23,000 sq. ft. 

Walthamstow.—Pavition.—The rebuilding of the 
existing pavilion and the erection of a further pavilion 
at Wadham Lodge Playing Fields, as proposed by the 
London County Council, has been approved by BC. 

Walthamstow.—FLat MODERNISATION.—BC have 
given by-law approval to the modernisation of flats at 
— 13-15, Winns-ave., proposed by Warner Estate, 

td. 

Walthamstow.—Hatt AND CLASSROOM.—The erec- 
tion of a hall and classroom at the rear of No. 140, 
Boundary-rd. has been proposed by the Walthamstow 
and Leyton Synagogue. TP approval has been given. 

Walthamstow.—Facrory ExTeNsion.—TIP approval 
has been granted to proposals by the East London 
Mica Works for an extension to their factory on land 
at the rear of Nos. 234-246, Queens-rd. 

Walthamstow.—Houses.—The proposed erection of 
three houses on land at the rear of Nos. 52-54, Holly- 
wood-way has been granted TP approval. The pro- 
posals were made by H. J. Kerridge. 

Walthamstow.—Factory.—TP permission has been 
granted to proposals by the British Xylonite Co., Ltd. 
(A Division), for the erection of a factory at Halex 
Works, Larkshall-rd. 


(PROVINCIAL) 


Accrington.—TC approved construction of bus stn. 
at Peel-st. in 1955 programme. 
ton-under-Lyne.—BC approved plans: Extensions 
to welfare dept. at Virginia House, Cedar-st., for 
J..A. Pattreiouex, Ltd.; extensions to butchery pre- 
mises at Uxbridge- st., for Walter Ashworth, 
ington.—UDC starting with building of first 60 
ore of 224 on Morpeth-rd. site S, A. K. Dennis. 
Birtley (Co. Durham).—MH&LG approved in prin- 
ciple PC’s £100,000 scheme for crematorium. Tenders 
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not likely to be obtained for some months. Archi- 
tects, Arthur & — 13, Swinburne-st., Gateshead. 

Blackpool. ~Symbo: 1 Biscuits, Ltd., propose exten- 

sions to factory at Devonshire-rd. and Mansfield-rd. 
Architects, Gyenfell, Baines & Hargreaves. 12. Guild- 
hall-st., Preston. 

Brighton.—Ed. Com. recommend W. G. Phillips, of 
Messrs. W. G. Phillips & Ptnrs., as architect for four 
classrooms to be erected as addition to new St. 
Joseph’s RC School at Hollingbury. 

Bromsgrove.—Restoration works proposed at 
Church of St. Laurence, Northfield, £10,000 est. 
Architects, J. A. Chatwin & Son, Birmingham. 

Burnley.—Plans submitted to aime mage B 2 
works at Accrington-rd., for T. Ashworth & Co., 
extensions to Victoria Works, Accrington-rd., a 
W. H. Dean & Son, Ltd.; 15 houses at Culshaw-st., 
for N. Chambers, Ltd. 

Bury.—TC propose development of housing estate 
at Hollins Mount Farm in 1955 programme.—Licens- 
ing Justices approved alterations to Railway Hotel, 
Stubbins, for John Baxter, Ltd., Glen Top Brewery, 
Waterfoot. 

Bury.—TC approved plans, new pavilion for Wood- 
bank Cricket Club. Chairman, G. Kay 

Chester.--Chester Diocesan Brd. of ‘Welem pro- 
pose erection of church, church hall and house at 
Norris-rd., Blacon. Plans by Douglas Minshull & Co.. 
6, Abbey-sq., Chester. 

Clitheroe.—TC approved layout for 66 houses at 
Littlemore site. 

Colne.—TC propose erection of 36 flats en Rook- 
st./Church Meadows site. 

Consett.—MH&LG approved UDC’s proposal to 
erect 44 houses, including road works, by direct labour 
on Gloucester-rd. estate. 
’ Corby.—G. Wimpey & Co., Ltd., are to erect 291 
houses at Corby for the Development Corpn. Chief 
A to Development Corpn. is Dr. Harper, PhD, 
BArch, FRIBA, AMTPI,. QS for the scheme are 
C. E. Smart & Ptnrs., of Lloyds Bank-chbrs., Peter- 
borough, and 42, Theobalds-rd., WC1. 

Craghead. —Plans being prepared by CWS Archi- 
tects’ Dept., 90, Westmorland-rd., Newcastle-on-Tyne, 
for erection of British Legion Club 

Crewe.—TC received approval for erection of crema- 
torium in grounds of cemetery, £28,000 est. 

Cumberland.—CC to erect rjirses’ houses at Low 
Crosby, Threlkeld and White haven.—CC to pur- 
chase Higham Mansion, Bassenthwaite, for conversion 
into sch. for sub-normal girls, cost £28,100. Cty. A, 
J. H. Haughan, Portland-sq., Carlisle. 

Darlington.—Wear & Tees River Brd., East Conis- 
cliffe-rd., Darlington, to carry out land reclamation 
works on banks of Tees which will make more land 
available for industrial development. 

Darlington.—Raine Bros., builders, Bowman-st., 
Harrowgate Hill, Darlington. to erect houses near 
Highbury-rd. and Thornbury-rise.—TC passed plans by 
Boro’ A for proposed sch. at Abbey-rd. 

Derbyshire.—EC propose erection of two additional 
classrooms at Wingerworth sch.. and three additional 
classrooms at Killamarsh sec. sch 

Dewsbury.—BC approved plans:—Extensions to 
offices at Jilling Ing Mills for S. Lyles, Sons & Co., 
Ltd.; six houses at Patterdale-rd.. for Haywood & 
Peirson. 

Durham.—MoE included following in CC’s build- 
ing programme for 1955-56:~-Peterlee cty sec. mod. 
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New leaflets on 
SLIDING DOOR GEAR 


HAVE you copies in your reference 
file of the latest leaflets showing 
the range and applications of KING 
Sliding Door Gear? From the 
lightest domestic installations to 
heavyweight power operated doors, 
there’s a KING door set for every 
need. Get the details—write for 
your copy. 








REGISTERED TRADE MARK 


SLIDING DOOR GEAR 


Covered by British Patents 


GEO. W. KING LTD., 202 ARGYLE WORKS 
STEVENAGE, HERTS. TEL.: STEVENAGE 440 


PRSFAMAIFASTASAHAIFASASAITAITAITAS 
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sch., £127,500; Felling Warley inf. sch., £35,750; 
Stanley and South Stanley cty. inf. sch., £35,750; Bar- 
nard Castle sec. mod. sch., £127,500; Billingham 
North cty. jun. sch., £46,720; Hartlepool West View 


sec. sch., £85,000; Stockton-on-Tees Roseworth Cty, 
jun. and inf. sch., £40,880; Birtley Chester-le-Street 
sec. mod. sch., £1 7, 500 (reserve list); and Trimdon 


Village cty. inf. sch., £19,710 (reserve list). 

Durham.—RDC seek loan sanction for £52,219 for 
erection of 20 houses at Framwellgate Moor and 20- 
at Kelloe. Plans by S, Byland Lodge. 

Eccles.—Plans submitted to BC:—Single-storey 
packing and storage factory at Silk-st., for Synthetic 
Supplies, Ltd.; steel-framed building at Albion Works, 
Hall Bank, for Sir W. H. Bailey & Co., Ltd., rede- 
velopment of block of property bounded by Monton- 
rd., Peel-st., Church-st., and shop premises at 150, 


Church-st., for Eccles & District Co-op. Soc., Ltd. 
Plans by WS Architects’ Dept., 1, Balloon-st.,. 
Manchester 


Eccles.—Manchester Ship Canal Co., Ltd., propose 
erection of large warehouse on site between Barton- 
la. and Irwell Park Wharf. 

Eston.—Inquiry held into UDC’s refusal to approve 
erection of P-H in Skippers-la., for Vaux and Assoc. 
Breweries, Ltd., Sunderland. Architects, Kitching & 
Co., 21, Albert-rd., Middlesbrough. 

Fawdon.—Contract for foundations work for prim. 
sch. for Newcastle-on-Tyne EC let to Alex Anderson, 
Ltd., Prag gg men ewcastle-on-Tyne. Plans by 
City A, G. Kenyon. 

Gateshead.—TC to let contsact for erection of six 
police houses at Ventnor-gdns. G. F. Winters, BE. 

Gateshead.—TC turned down offer by neighbour- 
ing Felling UDC to erect 400 houses yearly for over- 
flow population on Leam-st, estate. Gateshead Corp. 
to carry out programme itself. BE, G. F. Winters, 
Municipal-bldgs. 

Gateshead.—TC approved 
houses on Hillhead estate, 
Winters, BE. 

Golborne.—UDC approved layout for 12 houses to 
be erected for sale off Kenyon-la. 

Golborne.—Lancs CC propose erection of two- 
storey hostel on Derby-rd. estate. 

Guisborough.—UDC approved in principle layout 

lans for erection of further 56 houses on Lazenby 

ousing site, cost £91,166. 

Guisborough.—J. H. Napier, Eldon-pl., Newcastle- 
on-Tyne, appointed architect for mod. sch, at Guis- 
borough, for North Riding EC 

Hanley (Staffs)—The Gnu House Co., Ltd., 69, 
Audley-rd., Alsager, Stoke-on-Trent, propose erection 
of housing estate at Baddeley Green. 

Heanor.—Plans submitted to UDC Church Hall at 
Ilkeston-rd., for Heanor PC Council; conversion of 
premises at Market-pl. into offices, for Barclays Bank, 
Ltd., 54, Lombard-st., 

Hemsworth.—UDC seek loan £25. 694 for 20 houses. 
at Wakefield-rd., Kinsley. 

Heywood.—TC approved plans, rebuilding Blue Bell 
Garage, Rochdale Old-rd., for A. Smith & Son; light 
engineering workshop and storage building at 64/66, 
Manchester-st., for Manwood Engineering Co., Ltd. 


layout plans for 122 
Lobley Hill. G. F. 


Jarrow-on-Tyne.—TC approved plans for proposed! 


church hall for Vicar of Hedworth. 

Lancaster.—Prison Commissioners propose altera- 
tions and improvements to old prison block at Lan- 
caster Castle. 

Lanchester (Co. Durham).—RDC to carry out five 
years’ programme for rehousing people living in unfit 
dwellings. It is estimated that about 200 houses will 
have to be demolished. 

Little Harrowden (nr. Wellingborough).—ICI, Ltd., 
propose construction of industrial explosives stores. on 
main Kettering /Wellingborough-rd. 

Liverpool.—Plans prepared by Dr. Ronald Brad- 
bury, City A, for erection at Speke of £500,000 
shopping centre in two U-shaped blocks bounded by 
North-par. and South-par. Upper sections of these 
four-storey blocks to be occupied by maisonettes. 

Llandudno.—TC propose erection of clubhouses on 
West Shore Golf Course, £11,000 est. 

Lytham St. Annes.—BC approved plans:—18 new 
flats om War Memorial site, Church-rd., for Lytham 
St. Annes War Memorial Hsg. Assoc.; 14 houses and 
garages at Kenilworth-rd. and eight houses at War- 
wick-rd., for hn Halstead, Ltd.: 16 houses at 
Leamington-rd., for Messrs. Saywer Bros.; new class- 
rooms at reat of church, St. David’s-rd. North, for 
Trustees of First Chyrch of Christ Scientist. 

Manchester.—Bank of England propose new floor 
to bank extensions at King-st. and Essex-st. Plans 
hv their own architects’ dept. at Threadneedle-st., 
EC2.—Horrocks Bakery, Ltd., propose extensions to 
bakery at Goodier-st., Newton Heath. Plans by L. D. 
Glegg Morgan & Co., Prudential Bldgs., Union-st., 
Oldham.—Sparrow Hardwick & Co.. Ltd., Lena-st., 
Paton-st., Dale-st. and Back Piccadilly propose five- 
storey extension to their warehouse. Architects, Harry 
S. Fairhurst & Son ,55, Brown-st.. Manchester.—TC 
approved plans, Catholic men’s club at Crossacres-rd. 
and Peel Hall-rd.. Wythenshawe, for Rev. Francis 


Murphy. Plans by D. B. Hattey, 64, High-la., 
Chorlton-cum- Hardy.—Midland Bank, Ltd., propose 
extensions to premises at 96. Deansgate. ‘Architects, 


Whinney, Son & Austen Hall. 37, Norfolk-st., WC2. 

Meriden.—G. Higginson & Son, Ltd., propose erec- 
tion of garage and office accommodation and construc- 
tion of storage and repair yard at Bickenhill. 

Middlesbrough.—Dorman Long & Co., Istd., have 
placed order with Davy & United Engineering’ Co:. of 
Sheffield, for a steel-blooming mill for new Lackenby 
Works at Middlesbrough, cost £1m. 

Middleton.—CoE Brd. of Finance Diocese of Man- 
chester, Ltd., 90, Deansgate, Manchester 3, propose 
erection of combined church and church hall fronting 
to Millbeck-rd., Langley Neighbourhood Unit. 
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WOOD offers you 


in a variety of bright colours 
with decorative appeal 


An answer to the colour question Ly = T T = r 
Even when floors and other interior 


woodwork are of the finest timber, there is — or 
should be — always a colour problem. 


& 
For very many years architects, builders and interior 
decorators have solved wood colour problems with O O : } Nn 
COLRON Wood Dye. COLRON is penetrating, 


preservative, economical (one coat only) and achieves 
the highest degree of permanence. 


Highly resistant to food, fats, 


grease, weak acids and alkalis 
afl A complete colour range 


COLRON is made in 12 attractive 
shades which are easily intermixable to give a practi- ct 
cally limitless variety of colour effects. Waxed with 


Ronuk Polish, dressed with Ronuk Floor Seal, Ronuk 


Plastic or other quality finishes COLRON provides 
the ideal treatment for all interior woodwork. é O 5 


. A hardwood finish 
aby h for softwoods Easy to lay. Sold in 15lb. 
COLRON is specially recommended for a * ae 
giving soft timbers a hardwood-like finish and to Cam sufficient for 6 to 7 yards 
enhance the beauty of their grain. Even the softest Super | is Of an inch in thickness 


woods will polish brilliantly after treatment with 
COLRON — which is non grain-raising and can be 


ciineid did tadnttiaen, Backed by over 30 years’ laying experience 
COLOUR GUIDE: : 

Available on request. On all questions of wood dyeing Ask your merchant or send 

and polishing, Architects and Builders are invited to sia if ual 

consult the Ronuk Service Department. f or particulars and prices to 


COLRON (TECHNICRETE 


WOOD DYE PRODUCTS LTD 


In all sizes from half-pint 95-101 LITTLE ALBANY STREET 
RONUK LTD., PORTSLADE, SUSSEX. Tel.: Hove 48631 REGENT'S PARK, LONDON, N.W.1 
London Office and Showroom: 16, South Molton Street, London, W.1. Telephone : EUSton 6635-6 


Telephone : MAY fair 0222 
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Architects, Leach, Rhodes & Walker, 90, Deansgate, 
Manchester. 

Middleten.—BC approved a, extensions to tele- 
phone room at Rho. es Works, for The Geigy Co., 
Ltd.; Phase 2 of RC prim. sch., Langley estate, for 
Right Rev. the Bishop Por Salford. 


Morpeth.—TC approved plans by William Leech, 
Ltd., builders, Clayton-st., Newcastle-on-Tyne, for 
building of 130 houses. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Arthur & Kirkup, 13, Swin- 
burne-st., Gateshead, architects for proposed motor 
showroom at Westgate-rd. and Chelsea-gr., for Moores 
Motors.—Wilkinson & Topping, builders, Cramer-st., 
Gateshead, propose four houses in Druridge-dr. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Contract to be decided shortly 
for erection of clinic at Percy Hedley Sch. for Spastic 
Children, Forest Hall. Hon. A, C. C. Brown. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Ten aged miners’ homes at 
Seghill to be remodelled. Architects, W. Dixon & 
Son, 1, Collingwood-st. 

Northallertom.—Sec. sch. to cost £90, ~~ to be built 
at Northallerton in 1956. Plans by Cty. A 

Northampton.—Northampton Brewery Co., Ltd., 
propose erection of public-house at Aberdare-rd. 
Architect, L, B, Baillon, Northampton. 

Northants.—CC to acquire by compulsory purchase, 
site at Earls Barton, for erection of fire stn. 

Northants.—CC received approval for inclusion of 
following projects in 1955/6 schs. programme:—Ex- 
tensions at Rushden Tennyson-rd. mod. sch.; one- 
form entry prim. sch. at Weston Favell; one-form 
entry inf. sch. at Towcester; four-class instalment of 
one-form entry RC prim. sch. at Corby; and one-form 
entry prim. sch. on Grange estate, Kettering. 

North Riding.—MoE increased CC’s school-building 
programme for next two years. These include cty. 
mod. schs., at Skelton, Thornaby and Eston; and 
additions to Lady Lumley sch., Pickering, gy Joseph 
Rowntree sch. at New Earswick. Cty. Sch. D. W. 
Dickenson, County Hall, Northallerton. 

North Riding.—CC received offer of site at Thorna- 
by for home for aged people. Plans by Cty. A, 
Northallerton. 

North Riding.—Davies, Belfield & Everest, 9, Ash- 
ley-pl., Westminster, SW1, appointed quantity sur- 
veyors by North Riding EC; for proposed Cleveland 
Tech. College. ‘fhe mechanical and electrical con- 
sultants concerned with the scheme are Stinton, Jones 
& Partners, 21, Gloucester-pl., W1. Cty. Sch. A, 
D. W. Dickenson, County Hall, Northallerton. 

North Riding.—-Tenders to be invited by EC for 
proposed Cleveland Special Day sch. for subnormal 
pupils... Plans by Cty. A, County Hall. Northallerton. 

North Riding.—Clevely & Bass, 47, Gordon-sq., 
WCl, have been appointed be genes | surveyors by EC 
for proposed Thirsk gram. and mod. sch. Architects, 
Leathart, Son & Yingay, 49, Welbeck-st., wi. 

Norwich.—Administration block to be. built facing 


Coburg-st.. for Messrs Mackintosh-Caley. Scheme 
will be completed in 18 months. Architect, A. J. 
Matthewson, of F. S. Snow & Ptnrs., engrs., Norwich 


and London. Engineer, John Villiers, Norwich. 

Oldham.—BC propose erection of additional nine 
houses on Limeside estate. 

Plymouth.—Mount Edgcumbe House, home of Earl 
of Mount Edgcumbe, on Cornish side of Plymouth 
Sound, to be rebuilt at cost £100,000. The work 
will proceed at est. rate £30,000 a year and is 
expected to start early next year. St. Germans RDC 
offer no objections to proposal. 

Plymouth.—British Home Stores have announced 
that work will begin on its:new store. The site has 
frontage on Armada-way and Cornwall-st. The store 
is to be built by Staverton Builders, Ltd., of Totnes, 
under the direction of Mr. G. Roy Beecroft, of 
Mackintosh, Beecroft & Partners, of Bristol. 

Plymouth.—Plans for first stage of redevelopment 
of Barbican area, north of The Parade, placed before 
City C. To blocks of 23 four-storey flats planned 
for area between Woolster-st. and Stillman-st. 

Reeth (Yorks).—RDC been offered grant of £28,000 
from MH&LG, and £24,000 from North Riding CC 
towards regional water supply scheme costing £85, f 

Rishton (Lancs).—PC Council propose erection of 
vicarage. 

Scarborough. —TC invite tenders for erection of 106 
—— on - Oras and Castle Ward housing estates. 

. V. Overfield 

M gciancoues eee of Eastfield Methodist 
Church propose erection of new church hall at 
Westway. 

Sedgefield.—RDC .agreed to sell site at Trimdon for 
new sch. Plans by Cty. A, G. R. Clayton, Court-la., 
Durham. 

Sheffield.—Alexandre, Ltd., Leeds, propose erec- 
tion of premises at The Moor. Architects, Shepherd, 
Fowler & Marshall, 15, St. James-row, Sheffield. 

South Shields.—TC to place contracts for erection 
of 134 houses on Whiteleas estate and six shops and 
flats at Centenary-ave., South Shields. Work: on 
houses due to start next January. Plans by BE, John 
Reid.—TC recommended to declare five clearance 
areas involving 267 families. 

Stockport.—BC received starting date of April 1, 
1955, for erection of police headquarters and law 


buildings at John-st., £185,000 est. Architect, G. 
Bullimore, Lloyds Bank Chambers, Great Underbank, 
Stockport. 

Sunderland.—Corp. received sanction to proceed 


with building of 630 more houses on extension of 
Red House estate, at cost £733,000. Plans by Boro’ A. 

Sunderland.—Hendon Paper Works, Ltd., to carry 
out extensions to works. 

Sunderland.—Matkin & MHawkins, Bank Chbrs., 
Faweett-st., architects for six houses on Lichfield 
estate, for J. Prentice, builder, Leeds-st. 

Tynemouth.—Health Com. approved plans by BS, 
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M. O’Herlihy, for health centre in Albion-rd:, 


land in 
Bai Shields, for proposed cinema and 


D. 
North Shields. 


Tynemouth.—TC to sell 4,354 sq. yds. 
Verne-rd., 
assembly h; 

Teaa.--0C to let contract for erection of two 
flats in Stanley-st. West, to plans by BE, 16, North- 
umberlaad-sq., North Shields. 

Washiagton (Co. Durham).—UDC approved in 
principle layout plans for Coach-rd. estate, providing 
for 569 houses in addition to schools, community 
centre, church, etc. (some to be built by direct 
labour, others by contract). Plans by S. 

Wenlock.—Coventry Gauge & Tool Co., Ltd., 
Church-st., Madeley, propose further large extensions 
to their factory. 

Whitley Bay.—Haverys Contractors, Dunn-st., New- 
castle-on-Tyne, have submitted proposals to TC for 
construction of three shops and public house on 
Hartley East Farm estate.—BE, E. Roberts, to pre- 
pare plans for additional houses at Seaton Sluice. 


TENDERS 


* Denotes accepted. 

+ Denotes provisionally accepted. 

t Denotes recommended for acceptance. 

§ Denotes accepted subject to modification. 

@ Denotes accepted by H.M. Governinent. Depart- 
ments. 


Bermondsey.—78 flats and two shops at Linsey-st. 
site, for BC: *Direct Labour, £190,856. 

Berwick-on-Tweed.— Ambulance stn. for North- 
umberland CC: N. Peirce, Tweedmouth, Berwick. 

Sullaghaen-on-Teee.—-Works extensions for British 
Titan Products, Ltd. Plans by firm’s own staff: 
*Direct Labour (building work, etc.). 

Birkenhead.—Erection of new factory at Vine-st., 
for the Fusion Welding Construction Co., 
*E. F. Blakeley & Co. (Liverpool), Ltd.. 
Ironworks, Birkenhead. 

Rirmingham.—Extensions to offices at Bn Dunlop, 
Erdington, for the Dunlop Rubber Co., : *James 
Smith & Sons, Ltd., St. Vincent-st., Undnwied, Bir- 
mingham. 

Blyth.—Erection of 110 houses for TC. Boro’ E, 
D. W. Foster: *Direct Labour. 

Bootle.—Following for BC:—43 dwellings at Derby- 
rd. Clearance Area No. 1: *Direct Labour, £59,432. 
Dwellings in Scheme 27r at Netherton estate: *W. B. 
Clare, ‘* Tilston,’’ Childwall Priory-rd., Liverpool 16, 
£41,455. Dwellings in Scheme 270: *Geo. Wimpey & 
Co., Ltd., London, £37,816. 

Bradford.—Erection of Shirley Manor inf. sch., 
Wyke, for EC: *W. J. Simms, Son & Cooke, Ltd., 
Haydn-rd., Nottingham, £40,000. 

Bridgend.—79 houses and flats on Brackla housing 
site, contract 4, comprising 51 1 dwellings, contract 5, 
= ae for UDC. 

. & J. R. Dickinson, Port t Talbot, Glam £103,058 
Bridgend 101,200 


Ltd.: 
Vauxhall 


Py Jones, Ltd., Coychurch, 


Davies Middleton & Davies. itd., Cardiff. . 98,625 
Wilsons (Bridgend), Ltd., Nolton-st., Bridg- 

end <a ag ae Be ia -» 98,000 
David Lewis, Williamstown, Tere, 


Glam 92,507 
*Gee, Walker & Siater, Ltd., Coychurch-rd., 

Bridgend ca ae 

Burnley.—Extensions to Victoria Works, for W. H. 
Dean & Son, Ltd.: *Mullen & Durkin, Ltd., 146, 
Trafalgar-st.. Burnley. 

Buxton.— Houses at Victoria Park No. 3 site, for 
TC: *F. Allcock & Sons. £5.759 (4); *H. Jones 
(Heaton Chapel), Ltd., £11,904 (8). 

Chadderton.—New aged persons’ hostel at junction 
of Broadway and Whitegate-la., for Lancs CC: 
— Hartley & Son. Ltd.. Chadderton, £30,000 
(est.) 

Cleethorpes.—Erection of Mascon Hill og 
scheme No. 6 for BC. BE, A. B. Cooper, AMICE 
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bs ae - Quantities by John Watson and Carter, Hull: 

ilson, I, helmsford-ave. te Rie a2 
‘Gane *Wilkinson and Houghton, , Sidney-st., 
Cleethorpes (one block of cottage b ~ 


Darlington.—Erection of a further 20 houses at 
Middleton-St.-George, for RDC. Architects, Hutton 
Hutton, , Southend-ave., Darlington: *R. 
Blackett & Son, 63, Bondgate, Darlington, £27,600. 
Darlington.—Erection of four shops with three flats 
over and five lock-up garages on teens. hous- 
ing estate, for TC. Boro’ A, ornbohm, 
Central-bidgs., Darlington: *R. Shy & bong Ltd,, 
Bondgate, Darlington, £12,103. 


Darlington.—Erection m= 60 houses on Branksome 
estate, for TC. Boro’ A. Tornbohm, Central- 
bidgs., Darlington: "Boddy & Bell, Thomas-st., Dar- 
lington. 

Dewsbury.—14 houses and two bungalows at Over- 
thorpe-rd. site, for BC: *Hayward & Pierson, 28, 
Bennett-la., Dewsbury, £21,794. 

Durham.—Erection of Peterlee Acre Rigg inf. and 
jun. sch., for CC. Cty. A, G. R. Clayton, Court-la., 
Durham: *Bristol ‘Aeropiane Co., Ltd., Bristol, 
£66,111 (revised tender). 

urham.—Erection of additional practical room at 
Houghton-le-Spring gram. sch., for Cty. A, 

3. R. Clayton, Court-la., Durham: *1. Berriman; 
Fence Houses, Co. Durham, £9,665, 

Eastbourne.—16 flats and two shops, Langley Vil+ 
lage, for CB. R. Williams, BSc., Boro’ E: *Ringmet 
Building Works, Ltd., Ringmer, "Sussex, £32,471. 

Fife —Heating installation at Auchmuty JS "sch., for 
Cc: B. Fiminster, Dundee, £20,220. 

Gaauhend. —Erection of three blocks of eight-storey 
flats in Ann-st., East-st. and Wrekenton, for TC, 
Boro’ E, F. "Winters, Municipal-bldgs.: *G. Wim- 
pey & Co., ‘Ltd., Orchard House, weastle-on-Tyne. 

Glasg ow.—New stand for The White City Glas 
gow), itd. Bath-st., at 644 to 1160, Paisléy-rd. West. 
Shieldhall: *Donald Clark & Son, Ltd., Caledoniait 
Steel Works, Rutherglen, Lanarkshire. 

en —Two aluminium scrools at Drumchapel 
for Dept.: *Bristol Aeroplane Co., Ltd., 
£118, i and £117,976. respectively. 

Gosport. houses, Rowner Housing estaté No. 3) 
for BC: *Hawkins Bros. (Gosport), Lid. £76,291. : 

Haltwhistle.—Child welfare centre, for Ross J. Bir- 
kett, Haltwhistle, Northumberland (£13,000 est.). : 

Hamilton.—68 houses at Burnbank-rd.: *Weir Hous- 
ing Corp., Ltd., Calder-st.. Mossend, Coatbridge, 





£108,000. ; 
Islington.—15 dwellings at Medina-rd., for BC:— °: 
more-rd., Bromley, Kent 
Charles E. Harris (London), Ltd., 150, Mel- 
22 .. 35,090 
Dove Bros., 34,885 
Rice & Son, Ltd., 15, Stockwell-rd., sw9.. 34,186 
Cawood Wharton "& Co., Ltd.. Crouch Hail- 1 
rd., N8 . .. 33,989 
Gee, Walker & Slater, Ltd., 100, od 
wi 32,372 
J. S. Alderton & Co., Ltd., 264. Lavender- 


W. E. & S. Rumph (Builders), Ltd., 46, Wid- 
£38,752 
bourne-gr., 
Lid., Cloudesley- pi., Ni 
C.: King, Ltd., 28, Church-row, NW3 . 34,072 
Rowley Bros., Ltd., Tower Works, N17 32,566 
hill, SW11 31,704 


Harold & Bertram, Ltd., Station-rd., * swi2 31,514 
Hawker-Smith, Ltd., 1, West-st., _ Erith, Kent 31,400 
*A. a Scott Builders), Ltd., . Creed-la. a 31,156 


EC 
C. . F. Bryen, Ltd., 170, Hornsey-ia., N6 30,163 
Lancs.—Alterations and additions at M/L Medical 


Brd. Centre, Pownall-sq., Liverpool. for MOW: 
*James Tomkinson & Co., Ltd., 22, Roscommon-st:, 
Liverpool. 


Lanchester.—Erection of 40 houses on Hamsteels 
site, for RDC. Plans by S: *Veti & Edwards, Ltd., 
Eden-ter., Durham-rd., Sunderland. 

Lanchester (Co. Durham).—Erection of 20 houses 
— roads and sewers at Castleside, for RDC. Plans 
by S. Council Offices, Lanchester: *R. C. Williamson, 
Station Works, Rowlands Gill, Co. Durham. 

Leeds.—Extensions to clothing factory of Jackson 
the Tailor. Architects, Stephenson & a oe Saville- 
chbrs., North-st., Newcastle-on-Tyne: *W. T. Pearson, 
Ltd., Leeds. Steelwork by Wright, frome Rant & Co., 
Gateshead. 

London (Air Ministry).—List of new works con- 
tracts to the value of £500 -or over placed by 
Directorate of Contracts for the week ended 
September 18:— 

Building work: Scottish Tarmacadam & Asphalte 
Co., Ltd., 44-52, Bilbao-st., Glasgow; A. Richmond 
& Sons, West-st., Retford, Notts; A. C. Carter 
(Oxford,) Ltd., ’Green-rd., Headington, Oxford. 
Provision of airfield lighting: Fred Pearson & Co., 
Ltd., 32, Cemetery-rd., Doncaster. Heating services: 
G. N. Haden & Sons, Ltd., 15, Princes-st., Aberdeen; 
Hayes Heating & Steam Services, Ltd., Crows Nest 
Works, Elland-rd., Leeds, 11. Insulating and paint- 
ing work: Hall & Co., Ltd., 33. Cherry Orchard-rd., 
Croydon. General maintenance work: Lewis 
Watters, Ltd., Lime-ave., Lillington, Leamington Spa, 
Warwickshire. 

London (Met. Police)—Tenders for Metropolitan 
Police building works:— 

Ext. painting, int. redec., etc., Apsley House, Patti- 
son House, Stepney, Kind & Co., £2,646. Ext. and 
int. repairs, etc., Upton Lodge, Upton-la., Fisher & 
Stringer, Ltd., £1,161. Ext. painting and int. repairs, 
Dundee-rd., Plaistow, ni Kilburn, £800. Alterations 
to form LPS Offices, . North End-rd., W16, Web- 
sters (Bldrs.), Ltd.. 2525 

qLondon (MOW)— Contracts placed week ended 
September 11:— 


London: Royal Hospital, Chelsea, -—, alterations 
to in-pensioners’ cubicles, wards 3 and 4, first floor 
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wing, Hampton & Sons, Ltd., 8/9, Pall Mall East, 
London, SWI. Staples Inn-gdns., Holborn, WC, 
reinstatement of the north frontage of the Patent 
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London Region—37 Areas 
And over 100 Provincial Branches 
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SECRETARY, 
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Office, Kirk & Kirk, Ltd., Atlas Works, Putney, SW15. 
Houses of Parliament, London, SW1, roof repairs to 
royal gallery and princes chambers, James Carmichael 
(Contrs), Ltd., 331, Trinity-rd., Wandsworth, SW18. 
Great Westminster and Stanley Houses, SWI, altera- 
tions and internal decorations, F. G. Minter, Ltd., 4, 
Buckingham-gate, London, SWl. Larkswood Installa- 
tion Office, 157, Chingford- rd., E17, adaptations, Ham- 
mond & Miles, Ltd., Scrafton- rd. Works, Ilford, Essex. 
Berkshire: Minster-st., Reading, extensions to Tele- 
phone Exchange, W. E. Chivers & Sons, Ltd., Devizes, 
ilts. Buckinghamshire : Amersham altera- 
tions and extensions to GPO and TE, E. S. Gates, 
Ltd., Chalfont Station-rd:, Amersham, Bucks. 
Cheshire: HM Crown Buildings, Dee Hills-pk., 
Chester, internal and external decorations, W. J. 
Brooker, Ltd., Eastwood-ave., Ellesmere Port, 
Chesktire. Essex: Basildon New Town, erection of 
temporary sorting office, W. C. French, Ltd., Buck- 
hurst Hill, Essex. Lancashire: Lancaster, erection 
of Telephone House, William Townson & Sons, Ltd., 
Higher Swan-la., Bolton, Lancs. M/Transport, ISD, 
Simonswood, protective painting to ‘‘ D’’ shed, Wm. 
Moss & Sons, Ltd., 4, Roscoe-st., Liverpool. Mid- 
dlesex: Government Training Centre, Walmgate-rd., 
Perivale, interior decorations, Architectural Decora- 
tors, Ltd., 79, Eccleston-sq., Victoria, SW1. on- 
mouthshire: MAF/NAAS, Cleppa Park, Newport, 
erection and completion of (No. 4) 3-bedroomed 
houses, Rogers & Davies, Ltd., Leckwith-pl., Car- 
diff. Surrey: Kingston Gate Camp, Richmond Park, 
external and internal decorations, A. J. Lucas & Son, 
Gazette-bldg., 565, Fulham-rd., London, SW6. 
{London (War Dept.).—Works contracts piaced by 
War Dept. for week ended September 11:— 
Lanarkshire: Roof repairs, Scottish Co-operative 
Wrolesale Soc., Ltd., Glasgow. Derbyshire: Road 
work, Sir Alfred McAlpine & Son, Ltd., Wolverhamp- 
ton. Worcestershire: Hot water installation, Mad- 
dock & Wright, Leicester. Yorkshire: Roof repairs, 
F. Shepherd & Son, Ltd., York. Wiltshire: Water 
mains, A. J. Dunning & Sons (Weyhill), Ltd., Weyhill. 
Berkshire : Building, J. Smallbone & Sons, Ltd., Read- 
ing. Hampshire: Painting, Arnold Shatrocks, Ltd., 
Ash. Oxfordshire: Painting, F. Labbett & Sons, 
Nottingham. Wiltshire: Building, A. J. Dunning & 
Sons (Weyhill), Ltd., Weytill. 
Middleton.—20 houses at Hollin estate, for BC: 
*Roy & Partners, 25, Cross-st., Manchester (extension 
to contract). 
Newcastle-on-Tyne.—68 flats and maisonettes in Els- 
wick-rd., for — hd City A, G. Kenyon: 
*George Wimpey & Co., 
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a Riding.—Erection of proposed Dighton 

AF Stn. tem. sch., for EC. Cty. Sch. A, D 2] 
ined County Hall, Northallerton: *William 
Airey & Sons, Leeds, £12,768 (subject to MOE 
consent). 

Rotherham.—100 ‘‘ Easiform’’ houses at Kimber 
worth Park estate, for BC: *John Laing & Sons, Ltd. 
Carlisle. 

Runcorna.—47 houses at Cobbs Quarry estate, tor 
RDC: *J. H. Kirkby, 8, Harewood-ave., Sale, 
Cheshire, £59,995. 

Skipton.—199 ** Easiform ’* houses at Horse Close 
estate, for UDC: *John Laing & Son, Ltd., Dalston. 
rd., Carlisle. 

Stoke Newington.—24 dwellings on Burma-mews/ 
Green Lanes extension site for BC: *Stewart & 
Partners, Ltd., £49,885. 

Stoke Newington.—-5 flats and one maisonette on 
Londesborough-rd. (East) site for BC: *Stewart and 
Partners, Ltd., 105, Baker-st., W.1, £13,967 

Stranraer.—106 houses fer TC: *Weir Housing 
Corp. and *Scottish Construction Co. (contraet 
equally divided). 

Sunderland.—Erection of health 
well estate, for TC. Boro’ A, P 
House, Stockton-rd., Sunderlar 
Hall & Stafford, Sunniside-- 
Sunderland: *Tarslag, Ltd., 
on-Tees, £53,975. 

Sunderland.—Redevelopme on Railway Row 
cleansing depot, for TC. F E, T. Donkin, 27, 
Faweett-st., Sunderland: *J. Persons (Builders), Ltd. 
Diamond Hall Works, Sunderland, £13,571 (subject to 
Ministry approval). 

Walsall.—Houses for BC:—60 at Gipsy-la.: *F. 

& H. Taylor, Ltd., Croxstall-rd., Bloxwich, £76 ‘083. 

10 at Forest estate: *F. A. & H. Taylor, Ltd., £13,375, 
16 bungalows at Highfields estate and 21 bungalows 
at Little Bloxwich South: *Rock & Downes, Ltd., 115, 
Walsall-rd., Aldridge, £42,615. 30 flats at Little — 
wich South estate: *Sir Alfred McAlpine & Son, Ltd., 
49, Waterloo-rd., Wolverhampton, £41,079. 36 flats 
at Dudley Fields estate: *Deacon & Boardman, Ltd., 

Algernon-st., Walsall, £51,063. 22 flats at St. 
Matthews-cl.: *J. & F. Wootton, Ltd., Pinfold, Blox- 
wich, £43,072. 16 bungalows on various sites: *Wm.’ 
Clare, Ltd., Portland-rd., Aldridge, £18,232. 12 flats 
at Burrows-st: United Constructions (Walsall), Ltd., 

54, Green-la., Walsall, £16,592. 

Walsall.—Conversion of chapel into crematorium 
at the Cemetery, for TC: *Deacon & Boardman, Ltd., 
Algernon-rd., Walsall, £9,354. 

Washington (Co. Durham).—Erection of four shops, 
flats and garages in Er" -ave.. for UDC. Plans by 
S: *Direct Labour, £12,346 

West Bromwich. Erection of new offices and show- 
room at Spon-la., for Hamer Russell, Ltd.: *Henry 
Boot & Sons, Ltd., Beeches-rd., Birminghagn 26. 


*ntre on Spring. 
‘. Bishop, Grange 
iuntity Surveyors, 
West Sunniside, 
:Id-la., Stockton- 
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